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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Balranald Shire 
Council held in Council Chambers on Tuesday, 21st 
February 2017, Market Street, Balranald commencing at 
5pm 
 
PRESENT:  Cr Byron (Mayor), Cr Purtill (Deputy Mayor), Cr 
Mannix, Cr Ugarte, Cr Jolliffe, Cr O’Halloran, Cr Allen and 
Cr Roberts. 
 
General Manager Aaron Drenovski, Director Corporate & 
Community Development Charmaine Murfet and Acting 
Director Infrastructure & Development Bob Stewart were 
also in attendance. 
 
APOLOGIES: Nil    
 
DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS  
  
Cr Purtill declared an interest in Item I-2 - DA 25/2017 – S96 Modification of 
Consent Subdivision 65 Mayall St, Balranald. 
 
Cr Roberts declared an interest in Item G-3 – Donation Requests. 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
Calendar of Events  
February 2017 – March 2017 

  

FEBRUARY 

21 Council Meeting @ 5pm 

26-28  Western Division Annual Conference @ Wentworth 

MARCH 

6 Hostel Committee Meeting @ 5pm 

7 Euston Beautification & Tourism Management Committee @ 9am 

7 Tourism Committee Meeting @ 5pm 

8 Balranald Beautification Committee @ 7pm 
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CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
  
Recommendation: 
That: 
 
“The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 20th 
December 2016 copies having previously been circulated to each Councillor be 
taken as read and confirmed.”  
 

02.17.3918 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Ugarte and Allen that the minutes of the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 20th December 2016 be accepted. 
 

 PRESENTATION/DELEGATIONS 
 
Carl Millington - Auditors  
 

MAYORAL MINUTE/REPORT   
 

02.17.3919 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Mannix and Roberts that the Mayoral 
report be accepted. 
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MAYORAL REPORT DECEMBER, JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 
 

20/12/2016 Christmas Lights in Balranald thanks to Kristy & Tamara for showing me all 
the lights. 

 

19/1/2017 Code of Conduct training in the morning 
 Councillor workshop in the afternoon  
 

23/1/2017 Cr O’Halloran, General Manager, Carol and myself attended the Region 3 
meeting of the MDA in Loddon Shire at Wedderburn, Simon Coutis did a 
marvellous presentation of how Victoria are getting rid of open channels and 
having pipe lines installed.  17,000klms of channels into pipe 80mg out of 
every 100 was lost due to seepage or vaporisation. 

 

25/1/2017 GM & I attended the opening of the newly renovated kitchen at Balranald Ex-
Servicemen’s Club 

 

26/1/2017 Australia Day, our Ambassador, Corey Payne is an impressive young man 
and was pleasing to see at least one resident knew who he was.  It was a 
great turn out and congratulations to all the award recipients.  I think our 
citizen of the year was a very popular choice.  We received 2 new Australian 
citizens into our community.  The morning tea at the Hostel was an excellent 
event, well done to all those involved.  Then down to Euston for the lunch 
time event thanks to Cr Jolliffe for once again being the flag raiser.  All in all a 
great day and a lot of the community are now attending. 

 

1/2/2017 Attended Wentworth for their  meeting with MDBA Menindee Lakes and the 
pipe line to Broken Hill and discussion on the Western Division Conference. 

 

3/12/2017 Cr Purtill, GM, Claire Butler met with Susan Ley regarding the communication 
black spot and the next round of applications. Also discussed what grants 
were available. 

 

7/2/2017 MDA President David Thurley, CEO Emma Bradbury and I did a presentation 
to the Gannawarra Shire in Kerang. 

 

14/2/2017 MDA Workshop and Board meeting in Adelaide.  David Thurley was voted in 
as President again, Barry Featherstone as VP and at this stage no Treasurer.  
All states except for ACT were in attendance. 

 

16/2/2017 Wentworth for a final meeting on the Western Division conference so that the 
programmes etc. could be printed. 

 

17/2/2017 Auction of the Caltex site at RSL Club, excellent outcome. Thanks to 
previous councillors for starting roadhouse many years ago. 

 

20/2/2017 Police and Community meeting in Euston, this was a follow up from the 
meeting from 6 months ago after all the robberies at Euston / Robinvale.  
Pleasing to vote that since the perpetrators were caught, incidents in Euston 
have almost stopped. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS FOR ADOPTION                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

02.17.3920 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Purtill and Allen that the Committee 
Reports be accepted. 
 
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BALRANALD BEAUTIFICATION 
COMMITTEE HELD ON 1ST FEBRUARY 2017, COMMENCING AT 7:00PM 
 
PRESENT: Cr Steven O’Halloran, Gen McConnell, Vicki Burke, Mary Grisdale, Jill 
Bath, Bob Stewart and Carol Holmes. 
 
APOLOGIES: Nil   
 
Chair of Meeting: 
There were 2 nominations received for Bob Stewart to Chair the meeting.  Bob 
accepted and welcomed everyone. 
 
Business Arising from the Minutes:  
1. Tree Planting at Cemetery, Melaleuca to be planted as shade at rear of lawn 

area. Golden Ash to supplement present central row with existing mop tops. DID 
to follow up. 

2. Concentration on weed removal at various soft fall areas and further slashing to 
be undertaken in laneways with edge trimmer.  Bob has asked for a report and 
advised that several soft fall areas need topping up. 

3. Fallen gum trees in the river ways has been referred to Fisheries for lopping and 
realignment along the river. 

4. Jill Bath has done some research on the burial sites for non-
denominational/paupers in the cemetery, and will be discussed later. 

 
Cr O’Halloran requested that the trees damaging the headstones in Presbyterian 
cemetery be removed.  DID to investigate. 
 
DID suggested maybe start a volunteer group to work in Cemetery and maybe the 
corrective services order workers could do some work at cemetery. 
 
Gen McConnell suggested a “Friends of the Cemetery” group, DID to investigate. 
 
New Business:  
1. Bob read out the functions of the Balranald Beautification Committee, and 

suggested if they had any plans for Balranald now was the time to be included in 
the Community Strategic Plan. 

 
2. Moved Cr O’Halloran, Seconded by Jill Bath that $10,000 for Beautification 

Committees be included in Councils 2017/2018 budget for consideration. 
Carried by consensus. 

 
3. Vicki Burke advised that research had been completed regarding trees 

appropriate for Median Strips. 
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Bob advised the committee that the trees were not staked correctly or mulched 
when planted.  He has asked staff members to follow up on the trees and take 
care of them.  Vicki advised Bob that the plan was to only do a couple of median 
strips at a time per year.  Jill suggested a program be initiated for watering of 
trees, Bob stated that some sprinkler systems were on timers.  It was suggested 
that sprinklers be checked regularly to ensure working correctly.  DID to follow 
up. 

4. Jill advised the committee of 4 dead trees in Moa Street. 3 in front of cemetery on 
Golf Club side of road and 1 in front of a residence on same side of road of 
cemetery.  DID to follow up.  

 
5. Projects for committee – 4 year plan 

The committee agreed to continue with tree planting along the median strips.  It 
was also, it was also discussed Council ensuring the water availability of all parks 
and gardens within Balranald.  Bob explained the importance of having dedicated 
staff members for Parks and Gardens. 

6. A discussion was held regarding the untidiness of private properties in Balranald 
and nature strips.  Bob advised, unless it’s a health hazard or fire hazard Council 
can do nothing about private property.  Mary stated the property in discussion as 
almost being a fire hazard, footpath needs to be cleaned and mowed. 

 
7. Vicki Burke advised the committee of her research of trees suitable for this town 

and tree planting program.  Vicki also enquired about the trees along at the 
hospital end of Market Street.  Bob enquired if Crepe Myrtle Trees would grow in 
Balranald.  Vicki will bring a book with all Crepe Myrtle colours to next meeting. 

 
8. Cemetery 
 Jill advised, after some research from senior members of our community, the 

Paupers and illegitimate childrens area of our cemetery is down the very back of 
the lawn cemetery towards the Presbyterian cemetery fence line. 

 
9. Jill enquired of the possibility of Council purchasing a plaque in honour of Greg 

Camin and erect it at the Race Track. 
 Jill Bath/Steve O’Halloran 

Carried by consensus 
 

10.  Cr O’Halloran enquired about the appearance of the Balranald Low Level Weir 
grassed area.  Bob advised Water NSW is responsible for the weir, and would 
possibly not have enough resources to fill this role.  If Council wishes they could 
maintain the grassed area, although not a lot funding in Councils budget. 

 
Bob quoted “we should concentrate on looking after what we have rather than what 
we haven’t”. 
 
Mary suggested that the committee should concentrate on autumn tree planting list. 
 

There being no further general business the meeting closed at 7.50pm.     
       
Next Meeting: Wednesday 1st March 2017.  
Recommendation: that the report be noted. 
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MINUTES OF THE BALRANALD SHIRE EUSTON BEAUTIFICATION & 
TOURISM MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 7th 
FEBRUARY 2016 COMMENCING AT 9:00AM 
 
PRESENT:  Cr German Ugarte, Cr Joanne Roberts, Ken Barnes (Chair), Mrs 
Bev Harbinson, Mrs Edna Price, Mr Rob Markel, Mr Barry Watts, Mr Ian 
Sutton, Nikkita Manning-Rayner and Bob Stewart (Acting Director 
Infrastructure & Development).  
 
Mr Ian Bolt was present at the meeting as an observer.  
 
APOLOGIES:  Mayor Leigh Byron and Mrs Vicki Barnes.  
 
Apologies were also received from observer Ms Amanda Healy.  
 
Business arising from the Minutes:  
1. The Committee noted that none of the members had managed to 

contact Mr. Brendan Gorman regarding the history of the Benanee Rail 
and Irrigation Scheme over the Christmas / New Year break.    

 
 It was noted that members had received the packs of documents and 

photos regarding the history of Lake Benanee Rail and Irrigation Scheme 
as per the previous meeting. The Committee decided that more time is 
required for members to have a look through the documents to pick out 
key points that could be included on the storyboards.  

 
2. A discussion took place in regards to amenities at Lake Benanee 

camping area. It was reiterated that the Committee is conscious of not 
competing with local business’ and that this should be kept in mind when 
planning improvements to the area. The following points were discussed:  

 Chairs / tables need to be repaired  

 Free BBQ to improve the area as a picnic area for both tourists and 
locals  

 Inclusion of improvements to Lake Benanee such as tables, chairs, 
BBQ’s and shelters in the Long Term Delivery Plan and the Strategic 
Plan as “improve / enhance for local recreation”.    

 
3. Euston Cemetery carpark works to be included in Councils Long Term 

Strategic Plan and Delivery Plan.   
 
4. Medley Art Park 
 A discussion took place regarding metal cut outs to be placed along the 

fence line of the park. B Stewart enquired as to how much the cut outs 
would cost. K Barnes volunteered to speak to the company in Swan Hill 
and get some quotes so that the project can be considered for the 
budget.  
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5. Euston Courthouse Project 
 A general discussion took place regarding progress on the Courthouse 

repairs. Nikkita Manning-Rayner advised that the funding from 
Community Building Partnerships is almost exhausted and that Council 
are awaiting the bill from Mr Brian Neville, painting contractor, for work 
completed on the entrance doors. B Stewart suggested that further 
repairs be placed in the Councils Long Term Strategic Plan and Delivery 
Plan.  

 
6. A discussion took place in regards to raising a section of the Euston 

Robinvale shared pathway. B Stewart advised that the shared pathway 
has been put in a flood damage claim. Committee noted.   

 
7. A discussion took place in regards to the Euston Tree Avenue. N 

Manning-Rayner advised that the last of the trees have been ordered and 
should arrive soon. Cr Roberts advised that a couple of the trees planted 
out the front of the footy oval are looking a little sick and may need 
replacing.  

 
8. Anderson Park soft fall – B Stewart advised that staff are currently 

working out how much is needed across the shire as Council is looking at 
getting a large truck load in. Committee noted.  

 
9. Pedestrian crossings between Anderson Park and Cenotaph Park – B 

Stewart advised that this matter would need to be referred to the Traffic 
Committee for consideration. Committee noted.  

 
10.  A discussion took place in regards to weeds, overgrown lots and nature 

strips in the township area. I Sutton enquired as to who is responsible for 
maintenance of nature strips. B Stewart advised that across the whole of 
NSW it is the property owner’s responsibility.  

 
 B Stewart advised of the procedure and what Council is allowed to do in 

regards to overgrown blocks.  
 
 The Committee suggested that a footpath pride notice be placed in the 

next newsletter and on Councils Facebook page / website.  
 
11.  It was noted that the yard of the flats on the corner of Cowper and Cary 

had been given a rough mow. Noted.  
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New Business:  
 
1. R Markll noted that the BBQ at Anderson Park is not working. ADID to 

action.  
 
2. B Watts moved to have a letter of appreciation sent to John Stevenson 

for everything that he has done for Euston and the Committee.  
    Moved – B Watts    Second – B Harbinson       Carried Unanimously 
 
3. I Bolt advised that the corner of Nixon Street and Cowper Street needs 

the bitumen finished in the corner as people are cutting the corner and 
the bitumen is looking a bit rough. DID to action.  

 
4. Cr Roberts advised that she has received an email from Mayor Byron 

advising of the following: 

 Request for filtered water to Bertram Road 

 A request for both Bertram and Taylor roads to be dead ends 
 
A discussion took place in regards to possible speed changes and the 
consequences of having Bertram and Taylor Roads as dead ends. B Stewart 
advised that the varying requests of residents that live on these roads are 
being taken to the next Traffic Committee meeting.  
 
There being no further general business the meeting closed at 10.10am.  
 
Next meeting to be held at the Euston Courthouse on 7th March 2016 
commencing at 9:00am.   
 
Recommendation that the report be noted. 
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INFORMAL MEETING DISCUSSION NOTES FROM THE BALRANALD SHIRE 
COUNCIL CULTURAL COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS OF BALRANALD ON MONDAY FEBRUARY 13th 2017 
COMMENCING AT 5.08PM.  
 
PRESENT: Jan Lawler (Chair), Margaret Butler, Bella Mannix, Cr Steve O’Halloran, 
Charmaine Murfet and Cherie Murphy (minute taker). 
  
APOLOGIES: Doreen Greenham, Rev. Robyn Davis 
 
As there was no quorum for this meeting, a discussion amongst those attending 
was held. 
 

Moved  
Seconded  

 
DISCUSSION POINTS: 
 
1. Code of Conduct Training 

Cr. O’Halloran queried Code of Conduct training for new and existing members. 
DCCD advised the committee that Council advertised for new members and 
results will be provided to Council for consideration.  Training will be provided to 
successful applicants. 

 
2. Donation of Piano 

Margaret reported that Graeme and Wendy Dalton previously had very kindly 
donated their piano to the Theatre Royal after discussions with Cr Trevor Jolliffe. 

 
Margaret has since been notified that the piano is no longer available.   

 
Margaret contacted Mrs Helen Ellis who has previously allowed Council to 
borrow her Yamaha upright piano.  Mrs Ellis generously offered to continue to 
lend the piano to Council as needed. 

 
3. Use of Funds Raised to Date 

Margaret had previous discussions with the General Manager requesting that the 
money already donated for the purchase of a piano be used for removal and 
relocation of the Dalton’s donated piano – now that this is not an option, Margaret 
would like to use this money to maintain the stage and the possible purchase of 
curtains. 

 
Cr. O’Halloran advised the committee that they would need to work through the 
DCCD and Council regarding completing maintenance and acquiring costings for 
the works.   
 
Cr O’Halloran suggested to the committee to consider keeping the current money 
in reserve, build on it and also ask Council to consider funding maintenance 
works. 
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The committee agreed that they ask Council to consider providing funds for sanding 
and other maintenance works as necessary. 
 
Margaret said that the whole area (on the stage) needs cleaning up, and the 
“Friends of the Theatre Royal group – if approved, would assist with things such as 
cleaning up, washing or painting on a volunteer basis. 
 
DCCD advised that this would need to be approved by Council for insurance 
reasons. 
 
 

4. Current funds and donations 
Margaret advised the committee that four cake stalls and variety concert held have 
amassed $3266.90.  Margaret is continuing to fundraise to assist with maintenance 
on the Theatre Royal; specifically the stage flooring and double fly assembly 
curtains. 
 
Margaret has been in contact with Mr Leonard Dalton regarding his generous 
donation in previous years to contribute to the construction of a town clock.  Now 
that the clock isn’t going ahead, Margaret informed the committee that Mr Dalton is 
happy for that money to be transferred to the Theatre Royal account to assist with 
purchase of a Grand Piano.  Margaret advised Mr Dalton that he would need to 
write to Council to transfer clock funds to the Grand Piano fund. 
 
Margaret put to the committee to approach Council and request it include $5,000 
each year for four years in its annual budget, which with fundraising by the Cultural 
Committee, could possibly purchase a new Grand Piano. 
 

5. Variety Concert 
Margaret advised the committee that she would like to hold the variety concert in 
early May (still working on a date at this stage).  Margaret will contact the principals 
at Balranald Central and St. Joseph’s School’s, John Curran (to hopefully entice him 
back for the concert) and also other artists involved in the event.  Margaret advised 
that she approached Bronwyn Brougham (Balranald Netball Club) to once again 
provide refreshments. 
 
Cr O’Halloran indicated that the General Manager advised Councillors via email 
(last year) that the hall would be made available for the next concert and he has 
waived the costs. 
 
Cr O’Halloran commented on the bands that came to Balranald last year; the 
Kapooka Army band and the Scottish band and said it would be great to have them 
back performing in Balranald again if it was a possibility. 
 
The Chair thanked Margaret and Cr O’Halloran for their input. 
 

6. The Gallery 

 The Gallery has a busy year ahead with South West Arts (SWA) Military History 
Project and Arts trail (SWA are liaising with the Balranald RSL regarding the 
military trail. 
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 Balranald Inc. grant opportunity of 4 workshops “Recollections Past and Present”.  
The first workshop will be on April 9, presented by the curator at the Pioneer 
Settlement in Swan Hill. 

 
The second set of workshops “Preserving Our History” will be held on April 30 and 
May 1 and hosted by David Eastburn. 
 

 June Spinks has commenced a “drop in day” at The Gallery.  This once a month 
happening will include a theme. 

 

 Kids corner at The Gallery starts off again in February and kids this February.  It 
was good to see our kids get recognised for their fibre art. 

 

 5 Rivers Outback Festival date has changed to the following week to involve the 
Red Bull event.  The Gallery are running a Balranald Archibald competition “the 
Bal-Archies” and will include painting, photography, sculpture and collage. 

 

 A “feeling fine felting” workshop will be held on April 23 & 24. 
 

 Anne Evason, Indigenous artist from Broken Hill is holding a two-day workshop in 
September, teaching weaving techniques with different materials, such as natural 
grasses, wire, bones etc. 

 

 It seems busy and we are at The Gallery – currently planning our timetable for 
the year. 

 
Chairperson thanked all for attending today. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next Cultural Committee meeting will be held on Monday 
10th April 2017 at 5pm. 
 
CLOSURE:  There being no further business the informal meeting was closed at 
5.50pm. 
 
Recommendation: That the informal meeting notes received and noted. 
 

DELEGATES REPORTS 

Cr Purtill  - Met with Bland Shire to discuss Visitors Information Centre 
Cr Jolliffe  - Macquarie valley weeds advisory committee conference 
Cr O’Halloran  - MDA Meeting 

- Meeting with Department Planning & Environment  
 - Suggested Council write a submission to Deputy Premier 

regarding dialysis machine at hospital. 
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NOTICES OF MOTION/RESCISSION 

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORTS 
(Incorporating all Staff Reports)  
 
PART A  - ITEMS REQUIRING DECISION 
 
General Manager’s Reports  

 
ITEM G - 1 DELEGATIONS 
File number:   028(A)  
 
Reporting Officer: Aaron Drenovski, General Manager 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 1: Our People – A Community that is proactive, 
engaged, inclusive and connected. 
 
Officer Recommendation: 
 

That Council appoint Kell Moore Lawyers of Albury to review Council’s 
Delegations of Authority. 

 
02.17.3921 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr O’Halloran and Ugarte that Council direct 

the General Manager to review, and where appropriate make changes to the 
current Delegations of Authority taking in to consideration Albury City Council’s 
recently updated Delegations of Authority.  
 
Purpose of Report 
To review the Delegations of Authority to Mayor, Section 355 Committees and 
General Manager. 
 
Report: 
Section 380 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires Council to review its 
delegations of authority within the first twelve months of each term.   
 
The current delegations to the Mayor, Section 355 Committees and the General 
Manager are attached for perusal and were adopted by Council in July 2014.  The 
current delegations are based on the template developed by Kell Moore Lawyers 
following the previous Council elections.   
 
Kell Moore Lawyers have provided the RAMROC Councils (under separate cover) a 
proposal.  A conversation has been had with a representative from the Law firm 
who confirms that there are only minor changes to be made from the last template 
and that the fee would be in the $1,000-$2,000 range.   
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Council has two options: 
1/  Appoint Kell Moore Lawyers to review the Delegations of Authority, or 
2/ Direct the General Manager to make minor changes to the current Delegations 

of Authority taking in to consideration Albury City Council’s recently updated 
Delegations of Authority.  

 
As the Delegations of Authority apply for 4 years and is a critical document of 
Council’s, it is suggested that Council appoint Kell Moore Lawyers to review the 
document. 

 

Financial Implication $1,000-$2,000 subject to Council decision 

Legislative Implication In accordance with  Local Government Act 1993 

Policy Implication Nil 

Attachments 1/  Current Delegations of Authority 
2/ Under Separate Cover – Kell Moore Lawyers 
proposal 
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DELEGATIONS OF AUTHORITY 

 
PART 1 

 
DELEGATIONS FROM COUNCIL  

 
 
 
 
 

BALRANALD SHIRE COUNCIL 
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PREAMBLE  

Section 377 of the Local Government Act 1993 (Act) provides:   

1. A council may, by resolution, delegate to the general manager or any other person or body 
(not including another employee of the council) any of the functions of the council, other 
than the following: 

 

(a) the appointment of a general manager, 
(b) the making of a rate, 
(c) a determination under section 549 [of the Act] as to the levying of a rate, 
(d) the making of a charge, 
(e) the fixing of a fee, 
(f) the borrowing of money, 
(g) the voting of money for expenditure on its works, services or operations, 
(h) the compulsory acquisition, purchase, sale, exchange or surrender of any land or 

other property (but not including the sale of items of plant or equipment), 
(i) the acceptance of tenders which are required under this Act to be invited by the 

council, 
(j) the adoption of an operational plan under section 405 [of the Act], 
(k) the adoption of a financial statement included in an annual financial report, 
(l) a decision to classify or reclassify public land under Division 1 of Part 2 of Chapter 6 

[of the Act], 
(m) the fixing of an amount or rate for the carrying out by the council of work on private 

land, 
(n) the decision to carry out work on private land for an amount that is less than the 

amount or rate fixed by the council for the carrying out of any such work, 
(o) the review of a determination made by the council, and not by a delegate of the 

council, of an application for approval or an application that may be reviewed 
under section 82A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, 

(p) the power of the council to authorise the use of reasonable force for the purpose of 
gaining entry to premises under section 194 [of the Act], 

(q) a decision under section 356 [of the Act] to contribute money or otherwise grant 
financial assistance to persons, 

(r) a decision under section 234 [of the Act] to grant leave of absence to the holder of a 
civic office, 

(s) the making of an application, or the giving of a notice, to the Governor or Minister, 
(t) this power of delegation, 
(u) any function under this or any other Act that is expressly required to be exercised by 

resolution of the council. 
 

2. A council may, by resolution, sub-delegate to the general manager or any other person or 
body (not including another employee of the council) any function delegated to the council 
by the Director-General except as provided by the instrument of delegation to the council. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In accordance with section 377 of the Act, the Council by resolution at its meeting on Tuesday 15 
July 2014 delegated its powers, authorities, duties and functions as set out in this Part 1: 
Delegations of Authority register to the General Manager, the Mayor and Council Committees. 

 
All Council delegations contained in Part 1 are subject to the following limitations: 

1. The delegated power, authority, duty or function being performed in accordance with 
Council Policy; 
 

2. The delegated power, authority, duty or function being performed in accordance with the 
Law; 

 

 
The delegations of Council will remain in force until they are revoked or amended by a resolution of 
Council. 
 
The Council notes that the General Manager may delegate his or her powers, authorities, duties 
and functions at his or her discretion.  The General Manager’s delegations to Staff will form Part 2: 
‘Delegations to Staff’. 
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DELEGATION TO COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL 
 
Committees of Council have no delegations except for those provided by resolution of Council. 
 
It is a common misconception with many community committees that they are responsible entities 
in their own right and their actions are independent of Council. This is not the situation. Council can 
delegate its authority to the committee to Act on Council’s behalf and can withdraw its delegation 
at any time such action is deemed necessary. Council can also dissolve the committee at any stage. 
 
A review of 5.355 committees of Council will be undertaken to align the functions and charter of 
each committee with the objectives of the Council CSP and its statutory obligations. The 
delegations of authority to each committee will subsequently be incorporated into this document 
following adoption by Council. 
 
DELEGATION TO THE MAYOR 
 
The Mayor, and in the absence of the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor for the period of the Mayor’s 
absence, is delegated authority under section 377 of the Act to exercise and/or perform on behalf of 
the Council the following powers, authorities, duties and functions: 

1. Powers or Duties under Local Government Act  
To give effect to the Law, Council’s adopted Policies, resolutions and directions, provided 
that such delegation is not sub-delegated without the specific approval of Council or as 
prescribed under the Local Government Act. 

2. Powers or Duties under other legislation  
If, under any other Act other than the Local Government Act, a function is conferred or 

imposed on the Mayor of Council, the function is taken to be conferred or imposed on the 

Council and the Mayor of the Council has delegated authority to exercise and/or perform 

on behalf of the Council the powers, authorities, duties and functions as prescribed under 

that other Act. 

 

3. Preside at Meetings and Functions of Council 
To preside at all meetings of the Council, Committees, Community Committees and Public 

Meetings convened by the Council at which the Mayor is present unless the Council 

otherwise appoints another Councillor or person to perform this function. 

 

4. Negotiations on behalf of Council 
In conjunction with the General Manager, to participate in negotiations on behalf of the 

Council with third parties and in connection with the sale, purchase and lease of land and 

buildings.  This function is subject to the limitation that no contractual agreement is to be 

entered into without a resolution of Council. 

 

5. Represent Council – Government and Other Forums 
To represent the Council, in conjunction with the General Manager, in deputations to 

government, inquires and other forums where it is appropriate that the Mayor should 

present the Council’s position. 
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6. Sign and Execute Documents 
To sign correspondence and other documents.  This function is subject to the limitation 

that execution of any documents under Council Seal must be carried out in compliance 

with Regulation 400 of the Local Government (General) Regulations 2005. 

 

7. Media Releases 
To make Media Statements and issue Press Releases in respect of Council 

Resolutions/Recommendations and decisions subject to prior consultation with the 

General Manager. 

 

8. Leave 
To approve applications of leave by the General Manager. 

DELEGATION TO THE GENERAL MANAGER  

 
The General Manager, and in the absence of the General Manager their nominee as the Acting 
General Manager for the period of the General Manager’s absence, is delegated authority under 
section 377 of the Act, to exercise and/or perform on behalf of Council the powers, authorities, 
duties and functions of the Council, subject to the following: 

1. The General Manager is restrained from carrying out any of those functions of Council 
excluded from delegation by operation of section 377(1) of the Act; 
 

2. The General Manager is entitled to carry out any functions delegated to the Council by the 
Director-General or the Minister, subject to any express limitations imposed by the 
Director General or Minister;  

If a function is conferred or imposed on an employee of Council under any other legislation, the 
function is deemed to be conferred or imposed on the Council and is delegated to the General 
Manager. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the delegated authority conferred or imposed upon the General 
Manager includes the delegated functions of Council as provided in the following table and is 
subject to any limitations contained therein. The following table is not intended to be an exhaustive 
list of all powers, authorities, duties and functions delegated to the General Manager.  Rather it is 
to be relied upon as a manual providing guidance to those most commonly relied upon powers, 
authorities, duties and functions 
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PART A – FINANCIAL MATTERS 

1.  Obtain Quotations and Authorise Purchase Orders 

To obtain quotations, authorise the purchase of, and issue official orders for goods, works 
and services required for the functioning of the Council and to incur expenditure for such 
goods, works and services (excluding that for the purchase of major items or works plant, 
and/or motor vehicles) provided that due provision has been made in the approved budget 
for the incurring of such expenditure or the incurring of such expenditure is otherwise 
authorised by Council  Policy or Council resolution. 

2.  Authorise Payment of Salaries and Wages  

To authorise the payment of salaries and wages. 

3.  Payment of Contractors and Direct Creditors 

To approve or refuse payment to contractors and direct creditors. 

4.  Sign Cheques on Council’s Bank Account 

To sign or countersign cheques drawn on Council’s bank accounts. 

5.  Check and Certify the Annual Statutory Accounts 

To check and certify statutory accounts against the Council records. 

6.  Authorise Expenditure for Urgent Works 

To authorise expenditure outside the budget approved by Council in order to undertake 
urgent works to reduce or eliminate a significant health or safety hazard. 

7.  Lodgement of a Cash Bond or Bank Guarantee 

The authority to require the lodgement of a cash bond or bank guarantee. 

8.  Overdraft Limit 

To negotiate Council’s overdraft limit. 

9.  Sale or Disposal of Materials or Equipment 

To sell old materials, spoilt or obsolete equipment. 

10.  Debt Write Off 

To authorise the writing off of uncollectible debts (for charges and sundry debtors) up to a 
maximum amount of $500. 
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11.  Issue Accounts 

To authorise the issue of accounts for services provided by Council. 

12.  Borrowings 

To authorise application for borrowings from financial institutions at the direction of Council 
and subject to a resolution of Council to approve this application.  

13.  To Engage Consultants 

To engage consultants to assist with Council projects, subject to compliance with the Act 
and the Law. 

14.  Investment of Money 

Arrange the investment of money that is not presently required by the Council in a form of 
investments notified by order of the Minister and published in the Government Gazette. 

15.  Write off Accrued Interest 

Write off accrued interest on rates and charges if the payment of the accrued interest would 
cause hardship 

16.  Accounts Receivable – Payment by Instalment 

To make arrangements with any ratepayer or debtor for payment to be made by reasonable 
and satisfactory instalments. 

17.  Refund of Over-payments 

To authorise the refund of all over-payments subject to appropriate certification. 

18.  Refund of DA/Construction Certificate Application Fees 

To determine the refund of all or part of the fees paid for development or where the 
application is either not proceeded with or is withdrawn subsequent to assessment  

19.  Rebate of Rates 

To grant rebates of rates to qualified rateable persons in accordance with the provisions of 
the Act. 
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PART B – STAFFING MATTERS 

1.  Recruitment  

 Approve or refuse the appointment, engagement, or promotion of staff, subject to 

compliance with section 337 of the Act for Senior Staff  

 Approve or refuse the use of a recruitment consultant. 

 Employ casuals to fill short term vacancies. 

2.  Payment of Benefits and Allowances  

Approve or refuse payment of allowances and employment entitlements and benefits in 

accordance with the Local Government (State) Award 2010 and applicable employment 

contracts. 

3.  Salary Step Progressions for Staff 

Approve or refuse salary step progression for staff under the Local Government (State) Award 

2010  

4.  Dismissal of Employees  

To dismiss employees or consultants/contractors on such terms that the General Manager 

deems appropriate, provided that prior to the dismissal of Senior Staff the General Manager 

consults with Council in accordance with section 337 of the Act. 

5.  Education Assistance 

Approve or refuse education assistance for Council employees  

6.  Flexible Work Arrangements 

Approve or refuse flexible work arrangements. 

7.  Report of Injury 

Approve or refuse the employer’s report of injury to Council’s workers compensation insurer.  
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8.  Approve Leave 

Approve or refuse leave for Council employees having due regard to the proper functioning of 

the Council and maintenance of appropriate levels of service to the public  

To grant special leave with pay and reasonable out of pocket expenses, in the following cases: 

 Professional Body: where staff members are full members of a relevant professional 

body that is running a conference or meeting – a maximum of five days leave at any 

one time, with a maximum in any one year of 15 days; 

 Field Days: where it is considered that the machinery to be displayed is of some 

relevance to Council’s operations, that Senior Staff directly associated with the 

purchase of Council’s machinery be allowed to attend one day only; 

 Executive of a Professional Body: where an employee is elected to the Executive of a 

Professional body, special leave must fit within the parameters laid down under the 

Professional Body category; 

 Courses: Attendance at refresher courses (eg. Management courses) to be decided by 

Council in each particular case 

 Emergency Services Leave and Defence Force Reserve Leave at the discretion of the 

General Manager and in accordance with legislation. 

9.  Travelling and Subsistence Expenses 

To approve or refuse the payment of travelling and related expenses  

10.  Replacement of Personal Property  

To approve or refuse claims for the loss of personal property provided that such property was 

required for the normal performance of the employee’s duties  

11.  Employment Outside of Council 

To approve or refuse employees to engage in private employment or contract work outside of 

their Council employment. 

12.  Request for Use of Council Equipment by Employees 

To determine any requests for use of Council equipment by employees 

13.  Use Intellectual Property created in the Course of Employment 

To refuse, approve or conditionally approve any request by an existing or previous employee 

of Council for the non-exclusive use of intellectual property of the Council created by the 

employee during the course of their employment with Council, providing there is no 

monetary or commercial benefit to the employee. 
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PART C – GOVERNANCE 

1.  Public and Media Statements 

To make or authorise public statements and issue media releases on matters involving the 

Council. 

2.  Business Papers 

To determine matters which are included in Council business papers and Committee papers.  

3.  Correspondence 

 To reply to all routine correspondence that does not require the prior consideration of 

Council.  

 To exercise discretion in regard to referring correspondence to various Council officers 

for attention. 

4.  Invitation to Address Council 

To invite a group or individuals to address any Council or Council Committee. 

5.  Public Officer 

To appoint Council’s Public Officer and to direct the Public Officer in relation to functions 

contained within section 343 of the Act. 

6.  Destruction of Corporate Documentation 

Authority to approve destruction of corporate documentation in accordance with the State 

Records Act 1998. 

7.  Signing of Contracts and Agreements 

To sign contracts, deeds and agreements that do not require the Council seal  

8.  Enter into Leases, Licences and other legal transactions 

Authority to negotiate and enter into any form of Lease or Licence or other transaction for 
use of land or assets, subject to compliance with the Act, and subject to the General Manager 
making reasonable enquiries into the appropriate payments to be made to Council and 
consulting with Council’s solicitor to determine the appropriate format of the legal 
agreement. 

9.  Public Immunisation 

To authorise and promote public immunisation campaigns and clinics 
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10.  Council Committees  

 Appoint employee representatives to Council Committees  

 Consider and determine matters arising from the Council Committees  

11.  Receive and investigate complaints  

To receive complaints and authorise investigation and action to be taken by the appropriate 

officer in regard to any complaints or requests received by Council. 

12.  Respond to Minister and Department 

To respond and liaise with the Minister and his/her representatives and the Department in 

relation to correspondence, inquiries or requests for information. 

13.  State Emergency and Rescue Management Act 1989 

The role of Chairperson of the Local Emergency Management Committee is the General 
Manager. 
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PART D – OPERATIONAL 

1.  Issue Proceedings 

 To initiate or carry on proceedings, to act on behalf of Council and to negotiate on 

matters in issue between parties, and to settle any proceedings in any Court or 

Tribunal, including but not limited to the Local, District or Supreme Courts of any State 

or Territory, any Industrial Relations Tribunal or Commission, and the Land and 

Environment Court; 

 To authorise the issue or withdrawal of any penalty infringement notices or complaint 

or the institution of any proceedings for the recovery of any penalty or the making of 

any order for or in respect of any offence, nuisance, or any other matter or thing 

whatsoever which the Council might be entitled to recover or seek under any Act or 

Regulation.  

 To instruct and engage Council’s Solicitors and Counsel. 

2.  Notice of Intention and Orders 

To issue Notices of Intention to Issue Orders and Orders in accordance with the requirements 

of the Act and Environmental Planning and Assessment Act and all other applicable 

legislation. 

3.  Determination of Development Applications (including Modification Applications) 

To determine development applications, including modification applications, and all forms of 

applications for approvals and certificates under all applicable legislation. 

4.  Issue of Permits, Certificates or Approvals  

To approve or refuse the issue of permits, certificates and approvals for activities that are 

required to be regulated under the provisions of the Act and the Environmental Planning and 

Assessment Act 1979 or related legislation; including, but not limited to: 

 all building certificates, construction certificates, certificates of classifications and 

occupation certificates; 

 applications for subdivision of land. 

5.  Ministerial delegation of Local Environmental Plan making Decisions 

Subject to the Minister delegating functions under section 59 of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act, and subject to the Council resolving to accept the Ministerial delegation, 
only those functions identified in the Ministerial delegation may be carried out 
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6.  Storm water Drainage Works 

Where the Council has approved a subdivision or development application subject to the 

construction of storm water drainage works that revert to the care, control and management 

of Council, to approve such works upon submission of all necessary plans and documentation. 

7.  Implementation of Adopted Operational Plan 

To implement any work, service or action provided for in the adopted management plan  

without further reference to Council except for: 

 the acceptance of tenders which are required under the Act to be invited by the 

Council, and 

 the determination of priorities where lump sum funding has been provided. 

8.  Funding Application 

Authority to sign funding applications once approved by Council 

9.  Provision of Witnesses and Information 

To determine the fee to be charged for the provision of Council's employees as witnesses 

and/or the supplying of information for Court cases. 

10.  Removal of Derelict Vehicles 

Authority to engage contractors to remove derelict vehicles from roads, road reserves and 

public places. 

11.  Approve Applications for Street Activities and Busking Permits 

Authority to approve or refuse: 

 the issue of busking permits; 

 applications for street stalls or similar activity; 

 applications for the collection of money for charitable appeals or similar activity.   

12.  Filming/Photography in Parks, Reserves and Public Places 

To approve applications to film/photograph in Council’s parks, reserves and public places 

subject to the conditions and fees determined by Council. 

13.  Casual Use of Council Parks, Reserves or Council Property 

To approve or refuse applications for the casual use of parks, reserves or property in 

accordance with Council Policy (if any) and subject to approved fees (if any). 
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14.  Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 

To act as Council’s “principal officer” or appoint Council officer(s) to determine applications 

and provide information to access information in compliance with the Government 

Information (Public Access) Act 2009.  

15.  To Enforce the Payment of Rates 

To issue notices under the Act for the recovery of rates. 

To approve alternative options for the collection of outstanding rates, including collection of 

rent in lieu of rates, issuing of proceedings, accepting exchange of land and such other 

alternatives available to Council under the Act. 

16.  Rate Books 

Authority to: 

 amend the rate and valuation books/records where such amendment is necessary by 

reason of change of ownership, occupancy or address; 

 raise or reduce the sum rates owing due to error; 

 include any land which ought to have been rated; 

 to write off accrued interest to a maximum of $50; 

 act in accordance with the Act to manage the rate books/records and recover rates and 

charges owing to the Council. 

17.  Insurance Claims - Policy Excess 

To resolve claims on Council’s behalf up to the level of the excess applicable to each 

insurance policy. 

18.  Council Property – Notices to Quit 

To authorise and sign notices to quit to tenants whose rent arrears exceed four weeks, or to 

take such alternative action necessary to manage tenants and recover outstanding rent or 

payments. 

19.  Use of Council Owned Properties 

To approve or refuse to grant Council’s consent to a third party development application that 

may traverse or impact upon Council land. 

20.  Maintenance and Repair of Council Properties 

To authorise repairs/maintenance of Council’s buildings, equipment and plant within the 

limits approved in the annual budget. 



Balranald Shire Council 
Minutes -  Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

This is Page 38 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald 
Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street Balranald on Tuesday 
21st February 2017. 
 

21.  Maintenance of Council’s Motor Vehicles and Plant 

To authorise the expenditure of funds for the repair, maintenance and replacement of 

Council’s plant, equipment and vehicles. 

22.  Hire of Council Plant 

To authorise the letting or hire of any of the Council’s public works plant, machinery and 

equipment in accordance with rates determined by Council. 

23.  Determination of Reserve Price and Disposal of Plant, Equipment and Vehicles by Public 
Auction, Tender or Trade-in 

Authority to approve a sale price for Council plant, equipment or vehicles if: 

 the best offer is more than 10% below the reserve price; and 

 the reserve price has been set by consulting either a valuer, auctioneer,  or professional 

book (ie, Red Book); and  

 results from previous auctions for similar plant, equipment or vehicles has been 

considered 

24.  Caravan Park 

To operate, manage and maintain the Balranald Caravan Park.  

25.  Dividing Fences 

To authorise a contribution on behalf of Council for not more than one half the cost of fencing 

a boundary common to land owned by Council or under the Council’s care, control and 

management subject to two quotations being obtained and subject to the Dividing Fences 

Act. 

26.  Aerodrome/Airport 

To operate and maintain the Council aerodrome/ airport in accordance with all applicable 

legislative requirements 

27.  Impounding Officer 

To exercise the powers of Council’s Impounding Officer. 

28.  Pruning or Removal of Trees 

To approve or refuse applications from residents to prune, top, lop or remove trees either on 

the applicant’s property or Council’s property subject to the payment of any required fee, if 

any, and in accordance with Council’s Tree Policy. 
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29.  Waste Management Centre (Landfill) 

To operate and maintain Council’s Landfill in accordance with all applicable legislative 
requirements. 

30.  Cemetery/Crematorium 

To operate and maintain Council’s Cemetery/Crematorium in accordance with all applicable 
legislative requirements. 
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31.  Administer Functions provided by other Legislation 

To administer the provisions of the following legislation as they apply to Council: 

 Community Land Development Act 1989 

 Companion Animals Act 1998 

 Conveyancing Act 1919 

 Crown Lands Act 1989 

 Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 

 Graffiti Control Act 2008 

 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

 Fire Brigades Act 1989 

 Fluoridation of Public Water Supplies Act 1957 

 Food Act 2003 

 Heritage Act 1977 

 Impounding Act 1993 

 Library Act 1939  

 Liquor Act 2007 

 Local Government Act 1993 

 Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

 Public Health Act 2010 

 Roads Act 1993 

 Roads Transport (General) Act 2005 

 Rural Fires Act  1997 

 Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998  

 Rural Fires Act 1997 

 State Emergency and Rescue Management Act 1989  

 Swimming Pool Act 1997 

 The Plumbing and Drainage Act 2011 

 Unclaimed Money Act 1995 

 Children (Education and Care Services National Law Application) Act 2010 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1989%20AND%20no%3D201&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1998%20AND%20no%3D87&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1919%20AND%20no%3D6&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D2009%20AND%20no%3D52&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1979%20AND%20no%3D203&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1989%20AND%20no%3D192&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1957%20AND%20no%3D58&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D2003%20AND%20no%3D43&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1977%20AND%20no%3D136&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1993%20AND%20no%3D31&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1939%20AND%20no%3D40&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1997%20AND%20no%3D156&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D2010%20AND%20no%3D127&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1998%20AND%20no%3D133&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1989%20AND%20no%3D165&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1995%20AND%20no%3D75&nohits=y
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32.  Road Rules 

To administer the provisions of the Road Rules 2008 and Australian Road Rules as they apply 

to Council, subject to any applicable standards, protocols and directions from State 

Government departments and/or NSW Police.  

33.  Parking Infringement Notices 

To issue Parking Infringement Notices  

34.  Parking Permits  

To determine applications for parking permits. 

35.  Temporary Road Closure 

To approve temporary road closures where: 

 The temporary road closure is not more than two consecutive days; and 

 The Road and Maritime Service approves the Traffic Management Plan and grants a 

road occupancy licence (as required); and 

 The NSW Police approve the closure; and 

 The application complies with Council’s Policy. 

36.  Sign Adjustment 

To undertake the following sign adjustments to: 

 Change old “No Standing” signs to “No Parking” signs as per the Australian Road Rules 

 Change existing parking restriction times 

 Move existing signs to a more visible location (eg. Move a sign hidden behind a tree 

trunk) 

 Install “repeater”/additional signs (eg. Where there are existing parking restrictions 

signs, install an additional sign in the middle to emphasise the restrictions). 
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37.  Special Use Zones 

Authority to approve and/or refuse an application for the following Special Use Zones: 

 Works Zones; 

 Loading Zones; 

 Mail Zones; 

 Motorcycle Parking; 

 Bus Zone; 

 Taxi Zone; 

 Police Vehicles Zone; 

 Disabled Parking; 

 Temporary Bus Zones (eg. for Railway Buses); 

subject to consent being obtained from  the  NSW Police and in addition;  

 in the instance of Mail Zones, consent is obtained from Australia Post; and  

 in the instance of Bus Zones , consent is obtained from the State Transit Authority. 

38.  Traffic Facilities 

To approve the installation of individual traffic facilities projects, where: 

 the individual traffic facility project forms part of that financial year’s Traffic Facilities 

Program which has previously been approved; and 

 Subject to consultation of local residents. 

39.  Warning Signs 

To approve the installation of Warning Signs as defined in applicable Australian Standards, 

where 

 the proposed sign can be found in Section 3 Warning Signs of the Australian Standard 

1742.1-1991 and 

 The NSW Police agree with the installation. 

40.  Signs across Driveways 

To approve or refuse an application for signs or line marking across a driveway, where the 

NSW Police agree with the approval or refusal. 
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41.  Traffic Bollards 

To approve or refuse an application for the use of traffic bollards. 

42.  Vehicular Crossings and Footpath Restorations 

To approve or refuse the construction of vehicular crossings and/or restoration works on 

Council land or over Council controlled road reserves. 

43.  Street Lighting 

To approve the installation of additional street lighting facilities and associated charges. 

44.  Storm water Drainage Works 

To approve or refuse all connections from private property to Council’s storm water systems 

where those works are for the sole benefit of the development and do not revert to the 

control and management of the Council. 

45.  Variation of Working Hours 

To authorise a one-off variation to the restricted hours of building works where: 

 urgent building works are requires to be carried out; 

 large cranes have to stand on streets; 

 the loading/unloading of materials and pouring of the concrete would otherwise cause 

interference to traffic; and 

 the work requires the erection or removal of hoarding tower cranes, awnings and the 

like.   

46.  Positive Covenants, Easements and Section 88B instruments under the Conveyancing Act, 
1919 

To approve and sign the grant or  removal of a positive covenant or restriction contained in 

any positive covenant, easement and/or section 88B instrument under the Conveyancing Act 

1919, in accordance with section 28 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act and 

subject to any Council Policy and the Law. 

47.  Public Notification of Applications 

 To determine whether a development application should be exempt from notification, 

subject to any applicable Council Policy  

 To determine such persons who own land or who reside in properties that may be 

detrimentally affected by a development and to ensure such persons are notified in 

accordance with any Council Policy. 
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48.  Professional Certifications 

To approve or refuse professional certification from an Accredited Certifier in respect of 

Complying Development or Building Certification where that Certifier is accredited to 

undertake that particular type of work 

49.  Building Professionals Act  

Authority under section 5 of the Building Professionals Act 2009 to make a recommendation 

on behalf of Council in support of an application to the Board for accreditation to carry out 

certification work (or the renewal of accreditation) on behalf of Council. 

50.  Work on Private Land by Agreement  

To exercise Council’s power to carry out work on private land.  

51.  Entering of Premises  

To enter, and authorise Council employees (or other persons) to enter, any premises for the 

purposes of enabling the Council to exercise its functions under any Act. 

52.  Water Restrictions   

Determine Water Restrictions in accordance with NSW State Government direction  

53.  Library Act 

To exercise all powers of Council under the Library Act 

54.  Motor Vehicle Fleet 

To manage Council’s motor vehicle fleet  
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Glossary of Terms 
 

Act means Local Government Act 1993 

Authority means any government (state or federal), government department, 
statutory corporation or other body having power to legally direct the 
Council or its officers 

Department means the Department of Local Government, or any future department 
(or combined department) carrying out the functions of the present 
Department of Local Government for the State of New South Wales 

Director-General  means the Director-General of the Department of Local Government or 
the Director-General of any other government department which has the 
carriage of the administrative functions of the Act and the portfolio of 
Local Government. 

Law  means the requirements of all statutes, rules, ordinances, codes, 

regulations, proclamations, by-laws, environmental planning 

instruments, directions and consents of any Authority 

Minister means the Minister for Local Government or any future title given to 

a ministerial position of a future New South Wales State 

Government portfolio that includes governance of Local 

Government. 
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ITEM G - 2  MEMBERSHIP OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
 
File number:  024 
 
Reporting Officer: Aaron Drenovski – General Manager 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar Six: Our Leadership – 6.3.2 Provide good 
governance, prudent financial management and effective support services for 
all its activities.  
 
Officer Recommendation: 
 

That Council: 
1. Appoint all applicants for the respective committees as detailed in 
the report subject to the completion of Committee Members Code of 
conduct training. 
2. Review committee memberships at the same time as the 2 year 
mayoral appointment. 

 
02.17.3922 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Allen and Mannix that  

1. the report be received and recommendation be adopted. 
2. A letter be sent to all committee members stating if you miss 2 meetings without 
an apology you are off the committee. 
 
Purpose of Report  
To report the list for community members on Council Committees. 
 
Report 
At the October Ordinary meeting, Council resolved: 
1. Each committee have a quorum of ½ plus 1, 
2. That each committee consists of 2 councillors plus the mayor, and 
3. Community members stay as they are currently in each committee, members be 

forwarded the new application form to fill out. 
 
Council advertised on 25 January seeking expressions of interest for new 
committee members.  Both the Community Safety Precinct & Hostel Committees 
have a greater number of members than the previously resolved membership 
number.  It is suggested that Committee numbers be increased to reflect the 
additional number of expressions of interest. 
 
It is proposed that council offices will provide a couple of Code of Conduct training 
sessions during the month of March for Committee members to attend. 
  

Financial Implication Nil to this report 

Legislative Implication Nil 

Policy Implication Nil 

Attachments Committees list for 2017 
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Committee Member 2016/2017 Member 2015/2016 

Australia Day Linda Nelson Hutch Lawrie (resigned) 

  Cecilia Davies Cecilia Davies 

  

 

Linda Nelson 

Balranald Beautification Vicki Burke Gaye Renfrey (resigned) 

  Genevieve McConnell Jill Bath 

  Mary Grisdale Karen Norfolk 

  Karen Norfolk Mary Grisdale 

  Margie Vanzanten Margie VanZanten 

  Jill Bath Vicki Burke 

  
 

Greg Camin (Deceased) 

Cultural Robyn Davis Kathy Anderson (resigned) 

  Doreen Greenham Sue Balshaw (resigned) 

  Margaret Butler Linda Nelson 

  Jan Lawler Ema Serevi 

  Linda Nelson Robyn Davis 

  Michelle Mannix Jan Lawler 

  Ema Serevi Michelle Mannix 

    Doreen Greenham 

    Roslyn Eason (No Form) 

    Marg Butler 

Community Safety Precinct Wally Johnson Dylan Walsh (No Form) 

  Robyn Johnson Patricia Croft (No Form) 

  John Jackson   

  Paul Hadlow   

Euston Beautification Vicki Barnes Faye Watts (No Form) 

  Beverley Harbinson Jim McMahon (No Form) 

  Barry Watts Vivienne McMahon (No Form) 

  Ian Sutton Edna Price 

  Ken Barnes Barry Watts 

   Ian bolt Vicki Barnes 

   Edna Price Bev Harbinson 

  Robert Markl Ron Mengler 

    Ken Barnes 
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Committee Member 2016/2017 Member 2015/2016 

Hostel Simon Coelli Helen Edmonds 

  Cheryl McFarland Katherine Ferguson (resigned) 

  Beverly Purtill Shirley Matarazzo 

  Mia Zaffina Cheryl McFarland 

  Anthony Conway   

  Peter Lawler   

  Shirley Matarazzo   

  Helen Edmonds   

Tourism Peter Lawler Shirley Matarazzo 

  Wayne Whitby Simone Carmichael 

  Ken Spinks Dinitee Haskard 

  Iain Lindsay-Field Myrtle Matarazzo 

  Linda Nelson Jo Gorman 

  Ken Barnes Sue O'Halloran 

  Bronwyn Brougham Bronwyn Brougham 

  Ema Serevi Jo Pedler (left area) 

  Shirley Matarazzo Wayne Whitby 

  Simone Carmichael Silvana Keating 

  
 

Peter Lawler 

    Linda Nelson 

    Ken Spinks 

    Sue O'Halloran 

    Bronwyn Brougham 

    Di Williams 

    Ian Lindsay-Field 

    Dylan Walsh 

    Ema Serevi 
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Cr Jo Roberts declared an interest in this report as she is related to the president of 
the Robinvale Euston Ski Committee and left the room. 
 
Item G – 3  DONATION REQUESTS 
File number: 56 
 
Reporting Officer: Aaron Drenovski, General Manager 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 1: Our People – A Community that is proactive, 
engaged, inclusive and connected. 
 
Officer Recommendation: 
 
That Council provide the: 

1. Robinvale/Euston 80 Ski Race with a donation of $500. 
2. Balranald Swimming Triathlon Club Inc with a donation of $500. 
3. Balranald Murrumbidgee Classic with a donation of $500. 
4. Balranald Motorcycle Club Inc. with a donation of $500. 
5. Euston P&C Association with a donation of $500. 

 
02.17.3923 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr O’Halloran and Jolliffe that the report be 

received and recommendation be adopted. 
  
Purpose of Report 
 
To seek Council’s decision on the current round of donation requests. 
 
Report 
 
Council’s Donations, Subsidies & Financial Assistance policy states that Council will 
consider donation requests twice per annum, in August and February.    Council has 
recently received 5 completed donation application forms with the critical detail 
provided in the table below.  As part of Councils privacy management the 
completed forms have been provided to Councillors under separate cover. 
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Community 
Group or 

Organisation 

Project or 
Event Name 

Project or 
Event total 

cost 

Funds 
requested 

Officer 
recommendation 

based on 
Council’s Policy 

Robinvale/Euston  
80 Ski Race 

Ski Race $15,422 $700  $500 

Balranald Swimming 
Triathlon Club Inc 

Purchase new 
aluminium 
seating 

$2174 $1000 $500 

Balranald 
Murrumbidgee 
Classic 

Fishing 
Competition – 
entry forms 

$37,393.70 $500 $500 

Balranald 
Motorcycle Club Inc. 

Install track 
watering 
system, install 
donated shed 

$26,000 $500 $500 

Euston P & C 
Association 

Hold an 
outdoor movie 
night – hire an 
outdoor 
cinema 

$1600 $500 $500 

 
 
The policy allows for a maximum of $500 per annum to be donated to an 
organisation.  Currently there is $2,622 remaining in the donations budget and it is 
suggested that each of the 5 applicants be donated $500. 
 
For Council’s information the table below lists the groups and the amounts they 
received as part of the last round of donations. 
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Financial Implication 2016-2017 Donation Budget is $10,000 and $7,378 is 
committed, both cash and in-kind 

Legislative Implication Nil 

Policy Implication In accordance with Council’s Donations Policy 

Attachments Donation Application Forms provided under separate 
cover 
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Cr Jo Roberts returned to the room. 
 

ITEM G - 4    POLICY REVIEW - REPORT 
File number: 150  
 
Reporting Officer:  General Manager 
 
Operational Plan Objective:  Pillar Six: Our Leadership – A community that 
values and fosters leadership, lifelong learning, innovation and good 
governance. 
 
Officer Recommendation: 
 
That Council: 

 Adopt as policies, those documents as indicated in the attached table; 
and 

  Rescind as policies, those documents as indicated in the attached 
table; and 

 Introduce a program to regularly review all its policies every 4 years – 
the program to be implemented by the General Manager. 

 
 

02.17.3924 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Mannix and Allen that the report be received 
and recommendation be adopted. 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To advise Council of the review of Council’s policy documents as required by 
the Notice of intention to issue a performance improvement order to Balranald 
Shire Council from the Minister for Local Government. 
 
Report 
 
One of the issues raised in the Notice of intention to issue a performance 
improvement order to Balranald Shire Council from the Minister for Local 
Government was the requirement for Council to “undertake a comprehensive 
review of all its policies and ensure they are submitted to Council for 
adoption.”  
 
As Councillors are aware, I arranged for this task to be outsourced to Mr Ian 
Roberts, a consultant with more than 20 years’ experience in the area of 
Governance. 
 
Mr Roberts has now advised that he has completed a review of the many 
documents that were forwarded to him, and which were referred to as policies. 
After conducting that review, Mr Roberts has advised that many of these 
documents were not policies, but were of an operational nature, comprising 
either procedures or other things such as templates and, therefore are more 
appropriately for the attention of the General Manager. 
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In the attached table, Mr Roberts has indicated where these documents appear to 
have been last adopted (by Council or internally) and included a comment in 
relation to each touching on the currency of the subject document. Specifically, in 
relation to each of the policies he has indicated whether he considers they can be 
adopted in their current form or where amendment or replacement is required. He 
has also indicated in the table whether the document should be adopted as a policy 
or (in the case of those documents which are either out of date or not policies) 
should be rescinded.  
 
Those documents which, after this review, are considered to be policies and should 
now be adopted by Council as indicated in the table are separately attached.  
 
Mr Roberts has also suggested that, to ensure the currency of its policies, 
Balranald Shire Council introduce a program to regularly review its policies 
every four years. This program will be introduced by the General Manager, in 
consultation with relevant staff. 
 

Financial Implication Estimated $15,000 for a temporary advisor to 
assist Council (as suggested in the letter) 
  

Legislative 
Implication 

Section 438A of the Local Government Act 

Policy Implication Review of Council’s policies  

Attachments  Table listing those Balranald Shire Council 
documents apparently referred to as policies 

 Separate attachment containing those 
Balranald Shire Council documents that need 
to be adopted as policies 
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BALRANALD SHIRE COUNCIL – Ian Roberts review suggested actions 

 

 

 

POLICIES 

DOCUMENT 
DATE LAST 

ADOPTED 

COMMENT 

 
ACTION 

Policy 

Number 

Access to town water supply 17/5/2005 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 1 

Access to Information policy  Only a draft but looks OK to adopt. Adopt as policy 2 

Amended Flying of flags on 

Council buildings 

20/12/2011 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 
3 

Annual town clean-up 15/3/2005 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 4 

Asset disposal policy 21/4/2009 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 5 

Asset management policy 15/7/2012 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 6 

Balranald Footpath Policy 3/6/2004 This is quite old but it seems OK. Suggest re-adoption Adopt as policy 7 

Balranald Sports Safety policy 10/6/2004  Looks OK. Suggest re-adoption.  

 

Adopt as policy 8 

Building setback 19/7/2005 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 9 

Burials on private land 17/9/2013 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 10 

Child Protection policy 21/6/2005 While this document seems to be of an operational nature, 

because many of the services that councils auspice with funding 

from places like DOCS, which have strict requirements as regards 

the policies for the conduct of these services there is probably a 

compelling reason why this should be a policy. This policy 

appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. 

 

Adopt as policy 11 

Complaints management 

policy 

16/8/2005 This is OK in the short term but, long term I would suggest 

adopting a broader policy  

Adopt as policy 
12 
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DOCUMENT 
DATE LAST 

ADOPTED 

COMMENT 

 
ACTION Policy Number 

Conferences and seminars 

Attendance by Councillors and 

Staff 

20/4/2010 The Councillor component must be part of the policy on the 

Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to the Mayor and 

Councillors while the staff part is for the GM. Suggest re-

adoption in the short term and then incorporate the Councillor 

component in the next revision of the Expenses and Facilities 

policy. 

Adopt as policy 

13 

Corporate Credit Card use 17/5/2005 Policy appears OK with amendments to take into considerations 

the recommendations from the OLG about sign-off of statements. 

Suggest re-adoption.  

Adopt as policy 

14 

Customer Service Charter 20/6/2012 – not 

adopted by 

Council 

OK but needs to be adopted by Council Adopt as policy 

15 

Donations, subsidies and 

financial assistance 

23/6/2016 OK and this has recently been to Council. Adopt as policy 
16 

Fencing code 18/10/2005 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 17 

Fraud & Corruption Policy New Minister identified that Council require a policy. Adopt as policy 18 

Grids – Retention, Removal 

and Replacement 

21/6/2005 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. 

 

Adopt as policy 
19 

Harassment and bullying and 

discrimination 

 This is a more current version than the earlier one that I have 

suggested should be rescinded. Unfortunately, however, I cannot 

find if it has been presented to Council previously. As it stands, 

however, I consider it to be OK. 

Adopt as policy 

20 

Housing policy for Staff 18/2/2014 Looks OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 21 

Information collection policy 21/2/2006 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 22 

Investment policy 15/11/2012 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 23 

Keeping of animals 24/6/2014 Looks OK – suggest re-adoption Adopt as policy 24 

lawn cemeteries Reservations 17/9/2013 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 25 
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DOCUMENT 

DATE 

LAST 

ADOPTED 

COMMENT 

 
ACTION 

Policy 

Number 

Nature strip landscaping 18/9/2009 Policy has been amended to remove the following words in the 

last section “and must be reviewed at least every five years 

following its adoption (or latest amendment)”. Suggest re-

adoption as amended. 

Adopt as a policy 

26 

Noxious weeds 16/8/2005 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 27 

Pool inspection 20/8/2013 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 28 

Privacy Plan 20/5/2008 The Council’s Privacy Management Plan is displayed on 

Council’s website. I propose that Council re-adopt policy as a 

way of confirming its Privacy Management Plan. 

Adopt as policy 

29 

Public Interest Disclosures 

Internal Reporting 

 This policy has been re-written to comply with legislative 

changes and the most recent version of the NSW Ombudsman’s 

Model Internal Reporting policy  

Adopt as policy 

30 

Purchasing policy 23/9/2008 Policy has been amended to include correct name of the Public 

Interest Disclosures Act and with that change appears OK and 

should be re-adopted. 

Adopt as a policy 

31 

Rates Recovery policy 18/3/2008 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 32 

Records Management policy 15/7/2008 Policy appears OK as amended and might be re-adopted. Adopt as policy 33 

Recreation Reserves 

Maintenance policy 

 Looks OK but not sure when this was adopted. Should be re-

adopted. 

Adopt as policy 
34 

Risk Management policy 16/8/2005 This policy has been amended and now appears in order so it may 

be re-adopted.  

Adopt as policy 
35 

Signs for remote supervision 25/6/2013 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 36 

Street Raffles 19/5/2009 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 37 

Theatre Royal Fee policy 25/6/2013 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 38 

Volunteers 25/6/2013 Policy appears OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 39 

WHS policy 15/12/2015 OK. Suggest re-adoption. Adopt as policy 40 
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DOCUMENT DATE LAST 

ADOPTED 

COMMENT ACTION 

Payment of Expenses and 

provision of facilities for the 

Mayor and Councillors 

27/8/2015 As a consequence of recent amendments to the Local Government 

Act, this policy now only needs to be adopted during the first year 

of the Council term. It will need to be amended to include 

information from the policy about attendance by councillors at 

conferences 

No need to adopt at this time as this policy is still 

current. 

Code of Meeting Practice 20/10/2016 OK. Recently adopted by Council. No action required. 

Code of Conduct 20/10/2016 OK as this was recently before Council.  Already adopted as policy. No action required. 

Rural roads Policy  Policy appears OK, suggest re-adoption To be reviewed at the next Infrastructure Committee 

Meeting 

Urban Roads Policy  Looks OK and could be adopted To be reviewed at the next Infrastructure Committee 

Meeting. 

Interactions between 

Councillors and staff 

20/10/2016 OK. Recently adopted by Council. No action required. 

OHS policy 19/7/2005 This would seem to have been superseded by the WHS policy 

adopted on 15/12/2015. 

Rescind as a policy 

Protected Disclosures 

Internal Reporting 

 This policy is out of date. 

 

Rescind as policy 

Interaction between 

Councillors and staff 

19/12/2006 This has been superseded by the policy adopted on 20/10/2016. Rescind as policy 

Policy – procedure for 

consultation and adoption 

17/5/2005 No longer Relevant Rescind as Policy 

Balranald Retirement Hostel 

– Statements, Procedures 

and Policies 

 This is a procedure and appears in order in its current form. 

Suggest review in due course 

Rescind as a policy 

Road class maintenance  Not a policy – just a list of BSC roads and seems to be 

incorporated in the rural roads policy. Appears to be more of a 

procedure 

Rescind as a policy 

Accident, Incident, Near 

Miss Report 

 Looks in order but this is a procedure Rescind as a policy 



  
Balranald Shire Council 

Agenda – Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

                                                                                                                                               

 

This is Page 58 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street 
Balranald on Tuesday 21st February 2017. 

  

 

DOCUMENT DATE LAST 

ADOPTED 

COMMENT ACTION 

Risk Management 

Procedures Manual 

16/8/2005 From what I can see this whole document was adopted by 

Council. While it is imperative that the policy be adopted by 

Council – how you go about implementing the strategies 

espoused in the policy – ie the procedures contained within the 

manual are operational in nature and are within the perview of the 

GM. It is worth noting that the OHS Act was superseded by the 

Work Health and Safety Act in 2011. Accordingly, there would 

appear to be considerable amendments required to this document. 

This would be a matter for Council to review in consultation with 

Council’s insurers. The policy itself appears in order subject to 

the name of the legislation being altered to WHS and could be put 

to Council as is – leaving  the procedures to be reviewed in due 

course.    

Rescind as a policy 

Camping out policy  This is not a policy, being operational in nature and therefore a 

procedure. It needs to be reviewed by the Executive and amended 

as necessary. 

Rescind as a policy 

EEO and EEO Management 

Plan 

20/12/1996 This appears dated and is a procedure 

 

Rescind as a policy 

Fitness for duty policy 24/8/2010 This is a procedure. Need to change reference to WHS and 

review. 

Rescind as a policy 

Grievance and Dispute 

Procedures 

  As the name suggests this is a procedure. It appears OK but needs 

to be reviewed. Suggest examination by Executive and if still 

relevant, then reconfirm. 

Rescind as a policy 

Internet and Email usage 

policy 

22/3/2007 This is a procedure to reference to the term “policy” should be 

deleted. 

Rescind as a policy 

Local Workpractice 

agreement 

 This is a procedure. It appears OK but needs to be reviewed. 

Suggest examination by Executive and if still relevant, reconfirm. 

Rescind as a policy 
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DOCUMENT DATE LAST 

ADOPTED 

COMMENT ACTION 

Needlestick, sharps injury 

practice 

 This is a procedure. It appears OK but needs to be reviewed. 

Suggest examination by Executive and if still relevant, reconfirm. 

Rescind as a policy 

OHS Manual combined 

301105 

 This is out of date and needs to be deleted. It appears that the 

Council adopted the OHS Manual produced by the LGSA in 

2005. 

Rescind as a policy 

Smoke Free workplace 20/4/2004 This appears OK but needs to be reviewed. It is a procedure. 

Change OHS to WHS. 

Rescind as a policy 

Occupational Rehabilitation 

Program 

 Procedure. Looks OK but needs review. Rescind as a policy 

Private Employment by 

Staff 

29/3/200 This as a Procedure Rescind as a policy 

Provision of protective 

clothing and equipment 

 This is a Procedure. Looks OK 

 

Rescind as a policy 

Recruitment and selection  This is a Procedure Rescind as a policy 

Relocation expense and 

reimbursement 

 This is a Procedure. Not sure of currency. 

 

Rescind as a policy 

Salary System 2/6/2005 This is a Procedure. Not sure about currency. 

 

Rescind as a policy 

Sun safety 20/7/2004 This is a procedure Rescind as a policy 

Accommodation Bonds – 

Deductions 

18/12/12 This is a procedure 

 

Rescind as a policy 

Register 18/12/12 This is a procedure Rescind as a policy 

Delegated Authority 18/12/12 This is a procedure Rescind as a policy 

Governance Review 18/12/12 This is a procedure Rescind as a policy 

Written Guarantee and 

Disclosure 

18/12/12 This is a procedure Rescind as a policy 

Investment Management 18/12/12 This is a procedure Rescind as a policy 

Organisation Approval 

Process 

18/12/12 This is a procedure Rescind as a policy 
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Training 18/12/12 Looks OK but this is a procedure Rescind as a policy 

Contractor Policy and 

procedure 

 This appears to be only a draft and the document is incomplete. 

Not a policy as it would seem to be more related to staff 

Rescind as a policy 

Drug and Alcohol 

Management Plan 

 Looks OK but unsure of currency. Should be a procedure linked 

to Council’s Records Management policy. 

Rescind as a policy 

Office procedures Manual – 

Mail Handling 

 Looks OK but unsure of currency. Should be a procedure linked 

to Council’s Records Management policy. 

Rescind as a policy 

Outgoing correspondence 

standards 

 Is this still current. Looks OK but this is a procedure. 

 

Rescind as a policy 

Recruitment and selection   Rescind as a policy 

 

 

 

OTHER 
 

DOCUMENT DATE LAST 

ADOPTED 

COMMENT ACTION 

Obstacle location surface – Balranald 

Aerodrome 

 This is not a policy. I would imagine that the limits would be 

imposed by CASA rather than Council 

 

Rescind as a policy 

Interview Questions  This is not a policy being operational in nature. I would expect 

that the Council’s HR unit would have a series of questions for 

use during employment interviews. 

 

Neither policy or procedure 

Cover OHS Manual  This appears to be only a cover sheet. 

 

Neither policy or procedure 

Recruitment and selection policy – 

report 

 This appears to be just a report. Neither policy or procedure 

Policy pro forma  This appears to look like a template. 

 

Neither policy or procedure 

Secondary Employment application 

form 

 This is a form for use by staff and should form part of the 

Secondary employment procedure. 

 

Neither policy or procedure 
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ITEM G - 5     INTERNAL AUDIT COMMITTEE 
File number: 001  
 
Reporting Officer:  General Manager 
 
Operational Plan Objective:  Pillar Six: Our Leadership – A community that 
values and fosters leadership, lifelong learning, innovation and good 
governance. 
 
Officer Recommendation: 
 
That Council: 

 Adopt the Draft Internal Audit Committee Charter. 

 Appoint two local representative committee members. 

 Seek expressions of Interest for the two independent external 
members. 

 Negotiate the remuneration of the Chairperson when that person is 
appointed. 

 Set the remuneration for the other independent Internal Audit 
Committee member at $280 per meeting, increasing by the CPI index 
after 12 months. 

 
02.17.3925 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Purtill and Allen that the report be received 

and recommendation be adopted with Crs Purtill and Mannix  being nominated as 
committee members. 
 
Purpose of Report 
To establish an internal audit committee. 
 
Report 
Council at the December meeting resolved that an Audit Committee be formed and 
finalise the structure at the February Ordinary Council meeting. 
 
Audit Committees play a vital role in facilitating two way communication between 
Council and their independent external auditors, and also in ensuring, on Council’s 
behalf, that business processes and practices contribute to more reliable financial 
reporting, accountability, transparency and good governance. Internal Audit does 
not get involved in 
day-to-day operations as this is a management responsibility, but it has a direct 
functional relationship with the General Manager and the Council. 

The Office of Local Government provides an Internal Audit Guidelines (September 
2010) document which is attached for information.  The following Internal Audit 
Committee Charter is based on one sourced from another NSW rural Council. 
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Financial Implication Estimated $6,000 annual cost for an external 
chairperson   

Legislative Implication Guidelines under Section 23a of the Local Government 
Act have been issued for Internal Audit. 

Policy Implication Review of Council’s policies  

Attachments  Internal Audit Committee guidelines 

 Draft Internal Audit Committee Charter 
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BALRANALD SHIRE COUNCIL 
AUDIT COMMITTEE CHARTER 

 
1. Objective 

The objective of the Audit Committee (Committee) is to provide independent assurance 
and assistance 
to the Balranald Shire Council on risk management, control, governance, and external 
accountability 

2. 
  Authority 

The Council authorises the Committee, within the scope of its role and responsibilities, 
to: 
• Obtain any information it needs from any employee or external party (subject to 

their legal obligations to protect information). 

• Discuss any matters with the external auditor or other external parties (subject to 
confidentiality considerations). 

• Request the attendance of any employee or councillor at Committee meetings. 

• Request Council authorisation for external legal or other professional advice 
considered necessary to meet its responsibilities. 
 

3. Composition and Tenure 

The Committee will consist of: 

3.1  Chair 

Chair has direct reporting line to the mayor and may bring forward any matters that 
he/she considers will impact on Councils ability to comply with legislation requirements 
or constitute a major risk to the ongoing operations of Council.  

3.2  Members (voting)  

• Two Local Representative committee members 
• Two Independent external members 
 
The independent external members will be appointed for the interim term of the council, 
after which they will be eligible for extension or re-appointment following a formal 
review of their performance by Council. 
 
3.3  Attendee (non-voting) 

• General Manager 
• Director of Corporate & Community Development 
•  Director of Infrastructure & Development 

 
3.4  Invitees (non-voting) for specific Agenda items 

• Representatives of the external auditor. 

• Other officers may attend by invitation as requested by the Committee. 
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The members of the Committee, taken collectively, will have a broad range of skills and 
experience relevant to the operations of Balranald Shire Council. At least one member of 
the Committee shall have accounting or related financial management experience, with 
understanding of accounting and auditing standards in a public sector environment. 

4. Role and Responsibilities 

The Committee has no executive powers, except those expressly provided by the 
Council. 

In carrying out its responsibilities, the Committee must at all times recognise that 
primary responsibility for management of Council rests with the Council and the 
General Manager as defined by the Local Government Act. 

 

The responsibilities of the Committee may be revised or expanded by the Council from 
time to time. The Committee's responsibilities are: 
 
4.1 Risk Management 

• Review whether management has in place a current and comprehensive risk 
management framework, and associated procedures for effective identification and 
management of business and financial risks, including fraud. 

• Review whether a sound and effective approach has been followed in developing 
strategic risk management plans for major projects or undertakings; 

• Review the impact of the risk management framework on its control environment 
and insurance arrangements; and 

• Review whether a sound and effective approach has been followed in establishing 
business continuity planning arrangements, including whether plans have been 
tested periodically. 

4.2 Control Framework 

• Review whether management has adequate internal controls in place, including 
over external parties such as contractors and advisors; 

• Review whether management has in place relevant policies and procedures, and 
these are periodically reviewed and updated; 

• Progressively review whether appropriate processes are in place to assess whether 
policies and procedures are complied with; 

• Review whether appropriate policies and procedures are in place for the 
management and exercise of delegations; and 

• Review whether management has taken steps to embed a culture which is 
committed to ethical and lawful behaviour. 
 

4.3 External Accountability 

• Satisfy itself the annual financial reports comply with applicable Australian 
Accounting Standards and supported by appropriate management sign-off on the 
statements and the adequacy of internal controls. 

• Review the external audit opinion, including whether appropriate action has been 
taken in response to audit recommendations and adjustments. 

• To consider contentious financial reporting matters in conjunction with council's 
management and external auditors. 

• Review the processes in place designed to ensure financial information included in 
the annual report is consistent with the signed financial statements. 
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• Satisfy itself there are appropriate mechanisms in place to review and implement, 
where appropriate, relevant State Government reports and recommendations. 

• Satisfy itself there is a performance management framework linked to 
organisational objectives and outcomes. 

4.4 Legislative Compliance 

• Determine whether management has appropriately considered legal and 
compliance risks as part of risk assessment and management arrangements. 

• Review the effectiveness of the system for monitoring compliance with relevant 
laws, regulations and associated government policies. 
 

4.5 External Audit 

Act to facilitate communication between the Council, General Manager, senior 
management, and external audit. 

Provide input and feedback on the financial statement and performance audit coverage 
proposed by external audit, and provide feedback on the external audit services. 

Review all external plans and reports in respect of planned or completed external 
audits, and monitor the implementation of audit recommendations by management. 

Consider significant issues raised in relevant external audit reports and better practices 
guides, and ensure appropriate action is taken. 
 
4.6 Responsibilities of Members 

Members of the Committee are expected to: 
• Understand the relevant legislative and regulatory requirements appropriate to 

Balranald Shire Council 
• Contribute the time needed to study and understand the papers provided. 
• Apply good analytical skills, objectivity and good judgment. 
• Express opinions frankly, ask questions that go to the fundamental core of issues, 

and pursue independent lines of enquiry. 
 

5. Reporting 

 At the first Council meeting after 30 June each year, Chair of the Audit Committee 
Audit will provide a performance report of: 

 Internal reviews conducted and the outcome of those for the prior year, a program of 
work proposed for the forthcoming year and details of major risks identified and 
proposed mitigating actions. 

 The Committee may, at any time, consider any other matter it deems of sufficient 
importance to do so. In addition, at any time an individual Committee member may 
request a meeting with the Chair of the Committee. 

 The committee will report regularly, and at least annually, to the governing body of 
council on the management of risk and internal controls. 
 

6. Administrative arrangements 
 
6.1 Meetings 
The Committee will meet at least four times per year, with one of these meetings to 
include review and endorsement of the annual audited financial reports and external 
audit opinion. 
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The need for any additional meetings will be decided by the Chair of the Committee, 
though other Committee members may make requests to the Chair for additional 
meetings. 

A forward meeting plan, including meeting dates and agenda items, will be agreed 
by the Committee each year. The forward meeting plan will cover all Committee 
responsibilities as detailed in this Audit Committee Charter. 

6.2 Attendance at Meetings and Quorums 
A quorum will consist of a majority of Committee members, including at least one 
independent member. Meetings can be held in person, by telephone or by video 
conference. 

If for any reason a vote is required at a meeting of the Audit Committee and the 
votes become deadlocked (considering there is an even number of Committee 
members), the Chairperson shall have the casting vote. 

6.3 Termination of Committee Membership 
Committee membership can be terminated in accordance with the adopted Audit 
Committee Charter which may include the following conditions: 
a. The term of the appointment of the member expires; or 
b. The member resigns in writing to the Chair or the Mayor in the case of the 
Chair; or 
c. The member is removed by a resolution of Council; or 
d. The member misses two consecutive meetings, without an apology. 

6.4 Secretariat 
The chairman shall determine the agenda for each meeting and the supporting 
papers are circulated; Council shall provide secretariat services and ensure the 
agenda for each meeting and supporting papers are circulated at least one week 
before the meeting, and ensure minutes of the meetings are prepared and 
maintained. Minutes shall be approved by the Chair and circulated to each member 
within three weeks of the meeting being held. 

6.5 Conflicts of Interest 
Committee members must comply with the provisions of Council's Code of 
Conduct, and must declare any conflicts of interest at the start of each meeting or 
before discussion of a relevant agenda item or topic. Details of any conflicts of 
interest should be appropriately minuted. 

Where members or invitees at Committee meetings are deemed to have a real or 
perceived conflict of interest, it may be appropriate they be excused from 
Committee deliberations on the issue where the conflict of interest may exist. The 
final arbiter of such a decision is the Chair of the Committee. 

6.6 Induction 
New members will receive relevant information and briefings on their appointment to 
assist them to meet their Committee responsibilities. 

6.7 Review of Audit Committee Charter 
At least once every two years the Audit Committee will review the Audit Committee 
Charter, The Audit Committee will approve any changes to this Audit Committee 
Charter. 
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Corporate and Community Development Reports  
 
Item C -  1 QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW – DECEMBER  2016 
File number: 085 
 
Reporting Officer: Director of Corporate & Community Development 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 6: Our Leadership 6.3.2 – Provide good 
governance, prudent financial management and effective support services for all its 
activities. 
 
Officer Recommendation: 
 

1. 1. That the Officers Report be received and noted. 
2. 2. That the proposed budget adjustments be endorsed. 
3. 3. That the Council endorses the Statement acknowledging the financial position is 

considered satisfactory. 
 
02.17.3926 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Ugarte and Roberts that the report be 

received and recommendation be adopted with the additional QBR adjustments as 
follows; 

 
* Unrestrict $200K from specific purpose unexpended grants, this relates to grants 
set aside for work on levee banks which have been substantially complete; 
* allocate an additional $50K for building maintenance on Council housing; and 
* allocate $7K for upgrade of the kitchen at the Retirement Hostel. 

 
Purpose of Report 
To advise Council of the Quarterly budget review and financial position as at 31st 
December 2016. 
 
Report 
The Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires the Council to prepare 
and consider a budget review statement each quarter which shows: 
 
- Estimates of Income and Expenditure 
- Appropriate revision of these estimates 
 
The statement must also include a report indicating changes in estimates for 
income and expenditure. This is completed in consultation with the responsible 
Director or Manager of the relevant department. The statement must comply with 
the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and be considered by the 
Council no later than 2 months past the conclusion of the quarter. 
 
The attached financial reports comply with the Councils statutory responsibilities 
and are presented using the organisational structure approved by the Council. 
 
The Operational Plan and Budget Review Statement have been prepared on an 
Accrual Basis as required. 
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The Statement includes: 
- Budget Review Summary, including actuals to date, original budget, revised 

estimates, if applicable and remaining balance. 
- Summary of significant variations and budget adjustments. 
 
Information regarding cash holdings and restricted assets is reported separately at 
Item C- 3 
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Financial Implication NIL To this report 

Legislative Implication Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 

Policy Implication Nil 

Attachments Budget Review Statement 
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ITEM C – 2  PAYMENT OF EXPENSES AND PROVISION OF 
FACILITIES FOR MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS POLICY 

File number: 80 
 
Reporting Officer: Director Corporate and Community Development 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Our Leadership 6.3.2 (a) Provide good governance, 
prudent financial management and effective support services for all its activities. 
 

Officer Recommendation: 
4. That the; 
5. 1. Draft policy be advertised for 28 days to allow any public submissions. 
6. That the policy be considered for adoption at the March meeting. 

 
 

02.17.3927 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Mannix and Ugarte that the report be 
received and recommendation be adopted after removing the section that refers to 
reimbursement of Telephone costs and expenses. 
 
Purpose of Report 
To advise Council of the requirement to adopt the policy on payment of expenses 
and provision of facilities for Mayor & Councillors Policy. 
 
Report 
Section 252 (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires that within the first 12 
months of each term of a council, the council must adopt a policy concerning the 
payment of expenses incurred or to be incurred by, and the provision of facilities to, 
the mayor, and the other councillors in relation to discharging their functions.  
Section 253 (1) of this Act further requires that Council must give public notice of its 
intention to adopt or amend a policy for the payment of expenses or provision of 
facilities, allowing at least 28 days for the making of public submissions. 
 
 A draft policy is attached for Council consideration, which subject to Council 
agreement will be advertised for public comment prior to being brought forward for 
further consideration at the March 2017 meeting. 
 

Financial Implication Nil to this report 

Legislative Implication Local Government Act Sec 253 (1) – (5) 

Policy Implication Updated Policy 

Attachments Policy – Payment of Expenses and provision of 
facilities for Mayor & Councillors Policy 
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POLICY TITLE: PAYMENT OF EXPENSES AND PROVISION OF FACILITIES 
FOR MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS 
 
PART 1  INTRODUCTION  
 
COMMENCEMENT OF THE POLICY  
This policy will take effect from 26th August 2015 
 
PURPOSE OF THE POLICY  
The purpose of the policy is to ensure that there is accountability and transparency 
in the reimbursement of expenses incurred or to be incurred by Councillors. The 
policy also ensures that the facilities provided to assist Councillors to carry out their 
civic duties are reasonable.  
 
OBJECTIVES AND COVERAGE OF THE POLICY  
To define, in conformity with the requirements of Section 252 of the Local 
Government Act 1993, the Council’s policy on the payment of expenses and 
provision of facilities for Mayor and Councillors in discharging the functions of civic 
office and when attending on Council business. 
 
MAKING, ADOPTION AND REVIEW OF THE POLICY  
The policy was considered by Council at its Meeting held in October 09, when it was 
endorsed for public exhibition. The policy which was advertised and placed on 
exhibition for 28 days was developed taking into account legislative and other 
government policy provisions and guidelines. No submissions were received and 
the policy was adopted by Council in November 2009. 
 
Council is required each year prior to 30 November to review and submit its policy 
to the Director-General of the Department of Local Government within 28 days of 
adoption by Council, even if the policy is unchanged.   
 
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS  
In accordance with Section 428 of the Local Government Act 1993 and Clause 217 
of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, Council is required to include 
in its Annual Report the following information regarding the payment of expenses 
and provision of facilities to the Mayor and Councillors:  
 
Expenses  

 the cost of phone calls including mobiles, home located landlines, facsimile and 
internet services  

 spouse/ partner/ accompanying person expenses  

 conference and seminar expenses  

 training and skill development expenses  

 interstate travel expenses  

 overseas travel expenses  

 care and other related expenses  
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Provision of facilities  

 The cost of the provision, including rental, of dedicated office equipment 
allocated to councillors on a personal basis such as laptop computers, mobile 
phones, telephones and facsimile machines and internet installed in the 
councillors’ homes. This item does not include the costs of using this 
equipment, such as calls.  

 
LEGISLATIVE AND OTHER GOVERNMENT POLICY PROVISIONS  
The policy was developed and will operate in accordance with Sections 252, 253, 
254 & 428 of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 217 of the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005, Model Code of Conduct, relevant Department of Local 
Government Circulars, Guidelines and ICAC publications. 
 
APPROVAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
Council will only meet travel, accommodation and other expenses for approved 
Council business as follows: 
 

Council Business Required Approval 

Council Meetings Attendance at meeting 

Council Committee Meetings Attendance by Committee Member 

Workshops, briefings or inspections Authorised by Council, or jointly by  
Mayor and General Manager 

Conferences, seminars or training Authorised by Council, or jointly by 
the Mayor and General Manager if it 
is a matter of urgency or when it 
may be appropriate to take 
advantage of early bird registration 
discounts. Any approval by Mayor 
and General Manager to be advised 
to Council at next Meeting.  

Meetings of other organisations Attendance by Council’s appointed 
delegate 

Meetings or functions attended by 
the Mayor, or the Mayor’s nominee 

Attendance by Mayor or the Mayor’s 
nominee and reported to or 
endorsed by Council via Mayoral 
Minute or General Manager’s report. 
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PART 2 PAYMENT OF EXPENSES  
 
TRAVEL EXPENSES 
 
Within Council’s Area 
Where Councillors are required to use their own vehicle for travel to and from home 
on authorised Council business, reimbursement will be in accordance with the 
kilometre rate as prescribed in the Local Government (State) Award and will be paid 
monthly in arrears. 
 
Outside Council’s Area 
The Mayor and General Manager be authorised to determine the appropriate mode 
of travel having regard to economy, time and safety factors. Travel by air within 
Australia to be economy class, unless otherwise specified by Council. 
 
When travelling by vehicle, a suitable Council vehicle will be provided. If a Council 
vehicle is not available or it is not feasible to use a Council vehicle, Councillors will 
be paid the prescribed kilometre rate for using their own vehicle.   
 
Should a Councillor decide to use their own vehicle, when a Council provided 
vehicle is available, they will be reimbursed on the basis of fuel and lubricant costs 
only. 
 
When travelling in private or Council vehicles on Council business, the driver is 
personally responsible for all traffic or parking fines. 
 
OTHER EXPENSES 
Expenses such as conference registration fees, accommodation costs, reasonable 
meal and out-of-pocket costs incurred in attendance on authorised Council 
business, shall be paid by Council or reimbursed to Councillors on production of 
receipts. Receipts will not be required for items less than $20 such as tolls, parking 
refreshments, taxi fares, internet fees, laundry, newspapers but the claimant will be 
required to itemise and certify the expenditure. The following meal rates have been 
determined by reference to Taxation Determination TD 2014/19 Table 1.  The 
travelling allowances overnight rates have been indexed by 5% on last year’s 
figures. 
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Limits for expenses shall be as follows 
 
Meal expenses Capital Cities 
 
$121.25 
 
Meal Expenses Tier 2 Country Centres 
 
$112.10 
 
Meal Expenses Other Country Centres 
 
$112.10 
 
Travelling allowances overnight (per night away)  
Canberra $268 
Sydney $309 
Melbourne $298 
Adelaide $281 
Brisbane $328 
 
High cost country centres  
  $252 
 
Tier 2 country centres 
                   $219 
   
SPOUSE AND PARTNER EXPENSES 
Council will meet the reasonable costs of spouses and partners for attendance at 
official Council functions that are of a formal and ceremonial nature, when 
accompanying Councillors within Council’s area.  
 
Council will also meet the reasonable meal costs of spouses or partners when 
accompanying Councillors at conferences and seminars, not exceeding the one day 
journey limits.  Any registration fees, reception costs, official dinner costs, additional 
travel, additional accommodation and conference tour costs associated with a 
spouse or partners attendance at conferences, seminars, etc. will be the personal 
responsibility of individual councillors.  
 
TELEPHONE COSTS AND EXPENSES 
Council will reimburse costs of telephone, fax and mobile phone calls on Council 
business to a maximum of $600 per annum. Councillors will need to maintain a 
record of calls for claim purposes.    
 
LIABILITY INSURANCE 
Council shall take out Public Liability and Professional Indemnity insurance cover 
which shall extend to actions taken against Councillors in relation to the exercise of 
their duties as Councillors. 
 



Balranald Shire Council 
Agenda – Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                  

 

This is Page 85 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald 
Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street Balranald on Tuesday 21st 
February 2017. 

  

PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
Council shall take out Personal Accident insurance for Councillors whilst engaged in 
activities connected with the Council business including travelling directly to and 
from such business. 
 
LEGAL EXPENSES AND OBLIGATIONS 
Council will determine by resolution the reimbursement of reasonable legal 
expenses of:  
a)  A Councillor defending an action arising from the performance, in good faith, of 

a function under the Local Government Act; or  
b)  A Councillor defending an action in defamation provided the statements 

complained of were made in good faith while exercising a function under the 
Act; or  

c)  A Councillor for proceedings before the Local Government Pecuniary Interest 
Tribunal, or an investigation body, provided the subject of the proceedings 
arises from the performance in good faith of a function under the Act, and the 
Tribunal or investigation body makes a finding favourable to the Councillor.  

 
Legal expenses incurred in relation to proceedings arising out of the performance 
by a Councillor of his or her function under the Act are distinguished from expenses 
incurred in relation to proceedings arising merely from something that a Councillor 
has done during his or her term of office.  
 
REIMBURSEMENT AND RECONCILIATION OF EXPENSES  
Reimbursement of costs and expenses to Councillors will only be made upon the 
production of appropriate receipts and tax invoices, and the completion of the 
required claim forms. Expenses and costs incurred must be in accordance with the 
requirements of this policy.  
 
Claims for costs and expenses must be submitted within three (3) months of 
incurring the cost or expense. 
 
DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
In the event of any disputes that arise about the provision of expenses and 
facilities, the matter shall be resolved by Corporate Service Committee 
recommendation to Council. 
 

PART 3 PROVISION OF FACILITIES  
The following facilities will be provided to allow the Mayor and Councillors to 
discharge the functions of civic office 
 
Councillors  
Council will provide Councillors with the following facilities:-  
a)  Secretarial and basic photocopy facilities in upon request.  
b)  Where appropriate, prior to, during or following Council and Committee 

meetings, a light meal, supper and refreshments.  
c) Where Council resolves to approve the electronic form of delivery of Council 

agendas and business papers, Council will provide for the issue of a 
laptop/notebook computer with email capacity and other support equipment 
such as printers. 
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d) Council will pay for the cost of providing and connecting equipment and the 
operating costs and costs associated with any of the disposable items related to the 
use of any of the equipment. Council provided equipment will remain the property of 
the Council and is to be used for Council purposes only and is to be returned to 
Council offices at the time the Councillor ceases to hold office. 
 
Mayor  
In addition to facilities provided for Councillors, Council will provide the Mayor with 
the following additional facilities:-  
a)  An Executive standard motor vehicle for official and private use. Where the 
vehicle is used privately the fuel cost will be the personal responsibility of the Mayor. 
Receipts for such fuel will be submitted with the monthly reimbursement claim. 
b)  An office in the Council’s administration building.  
c)  Secretarial support as required.  
 
No General Expenses 
Council will not meet any general expenses.  
  

RETURN OF FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT  
Any facilities and equipment provided to the Mayor and Councillors will be returned 
to Council immediately following the completion of their term of office, extended 
leave of absence or at the cessation of their civic duties. 
 

Adopted by Council – 15th October 2013 
Refer Minute No – 10.13.3635 
 
Updated by Council 28th October 2014 
Minute No. 10.14.3416 
 
Updated by Council 26th August 2015 
Minute No. 08.15.3546   
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Infrastructure and Development Reports 
 

 

Item I -    1       COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY  

 
File number: 155(b) 
 
Reporting Officer: Acting Director Infrastructure and Development – Robert 
Stewart 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar One – Our People  
 
Officer Recommendation: 
That Council adopt the Draft Community Engagement Strategy. 

 
02.17.3928 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Ugarte and Mannix  that the report be 

received and recommendation be adopted.   
 
Purpose of Report 
To present to Council a Draft Community Engagement Strategy for adoption.  
 
Report 
Community engagement is undertaken when the council engages with the 
community to obtain input into the development of the community strategic plan, 
policy development and decision making. 
 
Effective community engagement results from a strong partnership between Council 
and the community. The community is involved in each stage of the strategic 
planning process, including in the development of alternative strategies, 
identification of preferred solutions, and prioritization.  
 
It is important to base decisions on evidence-based information and the 
representative views of the community, rather than for engagement to be dominated 
by a few vocal community advocates. 
 
Section 404 (4) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires  
 
(4)  The council must establish and implement a strategy (its community 
engagement strategy), based on social justice principles, for engagement with the 
local community when developing the community strategic plan. 
 
The strategy has been prepared on the basis of fit for purpose given the 
circumstances of the Balranald Shire Community. 
 
The Draft Community Engagement Strategy is provided as an attachment.   
 

Financial Implication Nil.  

Legislative Implication Compliance with LG Act  

Policy Implication Nil.  

Attachments Draft Community Engagement Strategy  
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Attachment: Draft Community Engagement Strategy  
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Cr Purtill declared an interest in this report as he is related to the buyer and seller 
and left the room. 

 
ITEM I – 2 DA 25/2017 – S96 MODIFICATION OF CONSENT 

SUBDIVISION 65 MAYALL ST, BALRANALD 
 
File number: DA 25/2017 
 
Reporting Officer: Acting Director Infrastructure and Development – Robert 
Stewart 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 5 Our Infrastructure  
5.3 Undertake key infrastructure improvements.  
 

Officer Recommendation: 
Council consent to the modification of the consent for subdivision of Lot 8 
Section 41 DP 758048, 65 Mayall St Balranald, creating two (2) allotments 
subject to the following conditions; 
1) The subdivision complies strictly with the sketch plan as submitted.  
2) Any new driveway to the newly created vacant lot, or alteration of existing 

driveways is to be to the satisfaction of Council or its delegate, and at the 
applicants full cost. 

3) The newly created vacant lot is to be connected to the sewerage line located 
in Cook Street and is to be to the satisfaction of Council or its delegate, and 
at the applicants full cost.  

4) 100mm raw water main is to be extended from Church Street to the newly 
created vacant lot boundary and is to be to the satisfaction of Council or its 
delegate, and at the applicants full cost.  

5) The newly created vacant lot is to be connected to the filtered water line 
located in Cook Street and is to be to the satisfaction of Council or its 
delegate, and at the applicants full cost. 

6) Separate application must be made for any development consent for any 
new structures on the newly created lots.  

7) Plans will not be released before payment of appropriate services fees and 
charges is made.  

8) That the lot is created on the basis of the purchaser or occupier  

 Providing for non-reticulated electricity by the purchaser 

 Providing for non-fixed telecommunication services 
 
Reason/s: Statutory Compliance and Service Provision 

 
02.17.3929 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Mannix and Ugarte  that the report be 

received and recommendation be adopted.   
 
Purpose of Report 
To seek Council’s consent to modify a development approval for a 2 lot subdivision  
of 65 Mayall St, Balranald. 
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Report 
Council will recall resolving to approve DA 25/2017 from BV O’Haire on behalf of F 
Fitzgerald at the December 2016 meeting of Council. Mrs Fitzgerald has lodged an 
application to modify the development consent, requesting reconsideration of 
Conditions 3 and 7 of the consent, these conditions are: 
 
3) Subject to the concurrence of Telstra and Essential Energy. 
 
7) The newly created vacant lot is to be connected to power prior to the release 

of registration plans and at the applicants full cost. 
 

In relation to Condition 3, the proponent contends that the likely buyer of the 
allotment is not keen to pursue fixed telecommunication lines. There is 
significant potential for mobile technology to be used as an alternative to 
fixed line telecommunications. There is merit for this condition to be waived in 
this case in relation to requiring the concurrence of Telstra. 

 
In relation to Condition 7, the proponent contends that the likely buyer of the 
allotment is keen to pursue alternate means of energy supply. Given the 
supplied indicative pricing of these types of systems, listed at Attachment 2, 
there is merit for this condition to be waived in this case. 

 
Waiving Condition 7 would negate the need for Essential Energy 
concurrence, thus allowing the removal of Condition 3 as a whole. 

 

Financial Implication Nil.   

Legislative Implication Nil.     

Policy Implication Nil.   

Attachments Attachment 1: Modification Request Notations 
Attachment 2: Indicative Alternative Energy 
Options 
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Attachment 1: Modification Request Notations 
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Attachment 2: Indicative Alternative Energy Options 
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Cr Purtill returned to the room 
  
ITEM I –  3 DA 26/2017 – PROPOSED 2 BAY MANUAL CARWASH & 

COVER 
 

File number: DA 26/2017  
 
Reporting Officer: Acting Director Infrastructure and Development – Robert 
Stewart 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 5 Our Infrastructure  
 

Officer Recommendation: 
Council consent to the installation of a two (2) bay manual carwash facility on 
Lot 9 Section 13 DP 758048 subject to the following conditions: 

1) No alteration to approved plans and specifications is allowed unless 
separately approved by Council. 

2) All building work shall be carried out in accordance with the provisions of 
the Local Government Act 1993, The Building Code of Australia, and The 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979, regardless of any 
omission in the documentation submitted for approval. 

3) The applicant must ensure that a copy of the plans, specifications, 
Consultant Engineers Report and other documents approved by Council 
are available on the site during the 24 hours following any compulsory 
notification. 

4) Suitable hoardings to ensure the protection of the public are to be erected 
prior to commencement of work. 

5) No building materials shall be stored on the road reserve. All deliveries are 
to be placed immediately behind the property boundary. 

6) All external metal cladding shall be colourbond, suitable colour and finish 
so as not to cause reflection or glare. 

7) The applicant is responsible for the supply and maintenance of temporary 
toilet accommodation for use by persons working on the site. 

8) Building work shall not commence on the site before 7.00 am Monday to 
Saturday and 8.00am on Sundays and Public Holidays and cease by 8.00 
pm daily. 

9) A sign must be erected in a prominent position on the work site showing: 

a)  The name address and telephone number of the Principal Certifying 
Authority for the work.  

b)  The name of the principle contractor and a telephone number on 
which that person may be contacted on outside working hours. 

c)  That unauthorised entry to the work site is prohibited. 
 

Any such sign must be maintained while the building work is being carried 
out, but must be removed when the work has been completed. 

10) No work is to be carried out which would cause nuisance by way of 
emission of noise, vibration, smell, fumes, smoke vapour, steam, soot, 
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ash, dust, grit, oil, waste-water, waste products or otherwise. 

 

11) Any waste or excavated material removed from the site is to be taken to an 
authorised site for disposal.  No fill is to be deposited on other land without 
the prior consent of Council. 

12) The applicant is responsible to ensure that the buildings are sited on the 
allotment as specified on the approved site plan and constructed to the 
design levels approved by Council.   

13) The applicant is responsible to ensure that any covenant existing over the 
land is complied with. 

14) The applicant is required to ensure that any easements registered over the 
title to the land are complied with. 

15) All work must be carried out in accordance with the Building/ Development 
Approval and any connections required to any:- 

a) public electricity supply 

b) water supply 

c) septic tank and drainage system, or 

d) public telecommunications system, 

      must be made in accordance with the requirements of the relevant 
authority. 

16) No second hand materials are to be used unless separately approved by 
Council and then made available for inspection and prior to use. 

17) The building shall NOT BE USED OR OCCUPIED for any purpose other 
than the building class approved, without the prior consent of Council. 

18) A site drainage diagram is to be provided prior to an occupation certificate 
being issued.  This diagram is to be to scale and include sub-floor or under 
slab drain layout, together with measurements for drains taken to 
permanent corners or lines. 

19) Roof water drainage is to be disposed to the street drainage system.  

20)  The building shall NOT BE USED OR OCCUPIED until completed or until 
approval has been granted by Council to occupy an incomplete building. 

21) Any damage to Councils services is the full responsibility of the proponent. 

22) Driveway access to the development, or alteration to existing access, is to 
be to the satisfaction of Council or its delegate, and at the applicants full 
cost. 

23) A Construction Certificate must be issued in relation to the car wash cover 
structure prior to the commencement of construction. 

24)  An approval under Section 68 of the Local Government Act 1993 to 
discharge trade waste into Council’s sewer must be obtained. 

25) The hours of operation are restricted to between the hours of 7.00am and 
6.00pm Monday - Friday and 8.00am to 6.00pm on Sunday and public 
holidays. 

 

26) The use of the premises and the operation of all plant and equipment shall 
not give rise to an ‘offensive noise’ as defined in the Protection of the 
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Environment Operations Act 1997 and Regulations. 

 

Reasons for the imposition of conditions:  

1) To ensure statutory compliance 

2) To minimise impacts on public infrastructure 

3) Neighbour amenity 
 

 
02.17.3930 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Mannix and Jolliffe  that the report be 

received and recommendation be adopted.   
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To seek Councils consent to a proposed two (2) bay manual carwash facility. 
 
Report 
 
A Development Application has been lodged by Mr S Ross to install a two (2) bay 
manual carwash facility on the old Shell service station site, 80 Market St Balranald. 
 
Description of Land: Lot 9 Section 13 DP 758048 
 
Area:    2024m2 
 
Zone:   Zone RU5 Village 
 
Planning Considerations 

 
The land is zoned RU5, Village pursuant to Balranald Local Environmental Plan 
2010 and the use of the land for a carwash facility is permissible with consent. 
 
Site Analysis 

 
The land is the site of the old Shell service station site that was closed to allow site 
remediation. There is no apparent landslip or creep due to the flat nature of the area 
of the proposal. There is no requirement for the removal of native trees to facilitate 
construction of either aspect of the proposal. 
 
Access to the allotment is currently provided via concrete vehicle crossings from 
River and Market St, the documentation indicates that primary access to the wash 
bays is via River St. Access is not proposed to be upgraded and added to as part of 
the project. 
 
Adjoining allotments are Zoned RU5, the common land use in the area is generally 
for commercial purposes, with elements of residential and public administration. 
 
The proposal is planned to be setback 20m from the Market St boundary and 0.9m 
from the River St boundary. Council has no specific setback requirement for 
commercial proposals, however, these setbacks would not appear to adversely 
impact on traffic sight lines due to the depth of nature strip, distance from Market St 
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intersection and slow speed nature of the short section of River St adjacent to the 
proposal. 
 
 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION ASSESSMENT 
 
Under Section 79C of the EPA Act 1979, 
 
(1) Matters for consideration—general 
In determining a development application, a consent authority is to take into 
consideration such of the following matters as are of relevance to the development 
the subject of the development application: 
 
    (a)  the provisions of: 
 
        (i)  any environmental planning instrument, and 
 
        (ii)  any proposed instrument that is or has been the subject of public 
consultation under this Act and that has been notified to the consent authority 
(unless the Secretary has notified the consent authority that the making of the 
proposed instrument has been deferred indefinitely or has not been approved), and 
 
        (iii)  any development control plan, and 
 
        (iiia)  any planning agreement that has been entered into under section 93F, or 
any draft planning agreement that a developer has offered to enter into under 
section 93F, and 
 
        (iv)  the regulations (to the extent that they prescribe matters for the purposes 
of this paragraph), and 
 
        (v)  any coastal zone management plan (within the meaning of the Coastal 
Protection Act 1979), 
 
    that apply to the land to which the development application relates, 
 
    (b)  the likely impacts of that development, including environmental impacts on 
both the natural and built environments, and social and economic impacts in the 
locality, 
 
    (c)  the suitability of the site for the development, 
 
    (d)  any submissions made in accordance with this Act or the regulations, 
 
    (e)  the public interest. 
 
 
Impact of Development  
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Natural Environment: 
 
The proposal is not likely to have significant impact on the natural environment of 
the area. The allotment has been used as a service station site for a substantial 
period of time and the site is not likely to support threatened species due to the 
urbanisation of the area. 
 
The proposal is not likely to contribute significantly towards soil erosion, pollution or 
contamination of soil/water/air, due to siting, covering and waste water treatment 
measures. Additionally there are no wilderness areas, relevant recovery plans, 
critical habitat threatened species, habitat or communities adjoining the allotment. 
 
Built Environment: 
 
The proposal will not adversely impact on the built environment. The area is 
substantially developed for urban purposes. The proposal will contribute to a minor 
increase in traffic volumes along River St, however will be within the capacity of the 
road infrastructure. 
 
The proposal is in keeping with character of the area and is within a reasonable bulk 
and scale as other land uses in the area. 
 
The proposal would be subject to Council’s trade waste policy. 
 
Social Impacts: 
 
There are no known areas/items of heritage significance in the immediate area. The 
proposal is not likely to lead to significantly increased pressure on public 
infrastructure such as parks and gardens. 
 
The washer units are not expected to generate excessive noise due to the 
construction of the units and distance to residential receptors. It is expected that the 
units would generate in the order of 60 dB(A), with attenuation over distance to the 
nearest sensitive receptor reducing the noise level to around 33 dB(A). Daytime 
background noise levels in a quiet residential street are in the order of 35-40 dB(A), 
indicating that the carwash noise generation would not be of significant impact. 
 
Restrictions on the operational hours of the site would ensure noise impacts are 
mitigated. 
 
Economic Impacts: 
 
The economic impact of the development is not considered to have a detrimental 
impact on the area. The proposal augments the services currently available in the 
wider commercial precinct. 
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Site Suitability: 
 
The proposal is suitable for this site. Council’s planning instrument does not prohibit 
this proposal and the land is not subject to any know risk factors, i.e. flooding, 
subsidence, slip or bushfire. 
 
The proposal is not likely to have any adverse effect on the landscape or scenic 
quality of the locality. The development is consistent with the characteristics of the 
area and the development will not adversely lead to increased pressure on public 
recreational areas. 
 
Public Interest: 
 
The proposal is not likely to have any adverse effect on the landscape or scenic 
quality of the locality. The development is consistent with the characteristics of the 
area and the development will not adversely lead to increased pressure on public 
recreational areas. The proposal will therefore is not considered likely to adversely 
impact the public interest.  
 
The proposal has been advertised to neighbours in the vicinity of the proposal on 
the 9 of December 2016, with no submissions received. 

 
 

Financial Implication Nil.   

Legislative Implication Nil.     

Policy Implication Nil.   

Attachments Site Plans of Proposal 
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Attachment: Plans of Proposal 

 
 
Plan 1: Aerial Image 
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Plan 2: Site Drawing 
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Plan 3: Side Elevation 
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ITEM I -   4      DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 89/2008 DENARO  
 
File number: DA 89/2008 
 
Reporting Officer: Acting Director Infrastructure and Development – Robert 
Stewart 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 5 Our Infrastructure 
 
Officer Recommendation: 

That Council  
1. Close part McGinty Drive and dispose of it to Mr Denaro as per Council 

resolution 16 December 2008. 
2. Complete the necessary documentation to close the part McGinty Drive and 

lodge it with Land and Property Information.  
3. Resolve that the Seal of Council be affixed to relevant documentation to 

finalise closure of the road.  
4. That the applicant be advised that he shall meet all fees associated with 

closure.  
 

02.17.3931 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Roberts and Mannix  that the report be 
received and recommendation be adopted.   
 
Purpose of Report 
To finalise an outstanding Development Application 89/2008 by closing part of 
McGinty Drive, Euston.  
 
Report 
In 2008 Mr Denaro lodged a Development Application to: 
1. Close and purchase part of McGinty Road, Euston (0.5ha) 
2. Having closed the road, realign the boundaries between three allotments 
 
The application was reported to Council at its meeting of the 16 December 2008. 
Council resolved to: 
 
‘support the application to close and purchase part unused road reserve on McGinty 
Drive Euston subject to the applicant bearing all costs, and that the statutory 
processes be commenced.’ 
 
In accordance with Councils instructions the applicant obtained a valuation and was 
valued at $2,500 GST exclusive.  
 
A further report was presented at Councils meeting on December 2009 where it was 
resolved that: 
 
‘Council accept the offer of $2,500 for 4,809m² part McGinty Drive unused road 
reserve’.  
 
Council required that all costs associated with the part closure and purchase be 
borne by the applicant.  
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Further that Mr Denaro be advised that:  
 
‘the subsequent consolidation of this part Road with Lot 2 DP 811365 does not 
create any more than one dwelling entitlement on the lands’. 
 
A request was made to review the determination and this was done at the Ordinary 
Meeting on 16 February 2010. The matter was deferred and legal advice sought.  
 
On the 7th May 2010 a cheque was sent to Council for the purchase of the 4809m2 
of McGinty Drive.  
 
On the 25th May 2010, Council signed the subdivision certificate.  
 
On the 21st October 2016, Council advised the applicants solicitor that it considered 
the “process to remain active” and affixed a certificate for eventual registration of 
the plans.  
 
Closure Council Public Roads 
 
Only a council (or other public authority) may apply to close a public road.  
 
Council must now prepare a plan for registration with Land Property Information.  
 
Council must complete the required applications to close a public road and lodge it 
with the regional office of Crown Land.  
 
To enable finalisation of this matter Council needs to formally resolve to close the 
road and dispose of it to Mr Denaro.  
 
There are relevant fees which will be met by the applicant to comply with Councils 
December 2009 resolution.  
 
Following discussions with the applicants solicitor the matter is now ready to be 
finalized.  
 

Financial Implication Nil.  

Legislative Implication Compliance with relevant legislation.  

Policy Implication Nil.  

Attachments Plan of Road Closure 
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Attachment: Plan of Road Closure 
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ITEM I -  5           FAR WEST REGIONAL PLAN 2036 
 
File number: 621 
 
Reporting Officer: Acting Director Infrastructure and Development – Robert 
Stewart 
 
Operational Plan Objective: The plan falls under the following Pillars of the 
Balranald 2024 Community Strategic Plan.  Pillar 1- Our People,  
Pillar 2 -Our Place, Pillar 3- Our Economy, Pillar 5 -Our Infrastructure. 
 
Officer Recommendation: 
That Council support the finalisation of the plan and that the Mayor & General 
Manager be delegated authority to lodge a submission detailing the issues raised 
in this report. 

 
02.17.3932 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Roberts and Allen  that the report be 

received and recommendation be adopted.   
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To develop Councils response to enable a submission to be made by the 13 March 
2017 to the Draft Far West Regional Plan as prepared by the Department of 
Planning. 
 
Report 
 
The Draft Far West Regional Plan has three goals for the region: 

 A diverse economy with efficient transport and infrastructure networks 

 An exceptional and distinctive natural environment 

 Strong and connected communities. 

 
Councillors have previously been distributed a copy of the plan and were invited to 
attend a workshop in Balranald on Tuesday the 7 February from Department of 
Planning Regional staff. 
 
The Plan outlines the Vision for the region over the next 20 years to enable 
stakeholders to work together to achieve a sustainable future by setting goals and 
directions. 
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Goal 1: A diverse economy with efficient transport and infrastructure 
networks 
Direction 1: Grow the economic potential of the agribusiness sector  
Direction 2: Increase value-adding opportunities  
Direction 3: Sustainably manage mineral resources  
Direction 4: Diversify energy supply through renewable energy generation  
Direction 5: Promote tourism opportunities  
Direction 6: Unlock economic potential through improved freight transport and other 
enabling infrastructure  
Direction 7: Improve regional airport connections  
Direction 8: Enhance access to telecommunications  
Direction 9: Sustainably manage water resources for economic opportunities  
Direction 10: Enhance the productivity of employment lands  
Direction 11: Enhance the self-determination of Aboriginal communities  
Direction 12: Support new planning and land management arrangements  
 
Goal 2: An exceptional and distinctive natural environment  
 
Direction 13: Protect the region’s environmental assets  
Direction 14: Manage and conserve water resources for the environment  
Direction 15: Increase resilience to natural hazards and climate change  
 
Goal 3: Strong and connected communities 
  
Direction 16: Manage change in the region’s settlements  
Direction 17: Improve access to local health and aged care  
Direction 18: Enhance access to skills and training  
Direction 19: Improve public and community transport services  
Direction 20: Manage and conserve water resources for communities  
Direction 21: Increase housing choice  
Direction 22: Improve the availability of affordable housing and worker 
accommodation options  
Direction 23: Manage rural residential development  
Direction 24: Create healthy built environments  
Direction 25: Protect cultural heritage  
Direction 26: Enhance planning between cross-border communities 
 
For the Balranald Shire the identified Priorities are:  

 Capture economic benefits from mining. 

 Support the growth of renewable energy industries. 

 Support the growth and diversification of agribusiness. 

 Support the establishment of value-added manufacturing industries. 

 Promote tourism opportunities. 

 Sustainably manage water resources, including the Murray and Darling rivers. 

 Build community resilience to population and demographic change. 

 Resolve skilled worker shortages. 

 Build resilience to climate change and natural hazards. 

 Foster strong cross-border networks and connections with neighbouring Victorian 
settlements, including Mildura. 

 Capitalise on key freight corridors, including the Silver City and Sturt highways. 
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 For Centres and employment 
Priorities:  

 Support industrial land development and protect industrial areas from 
incompatible land uses. 

 Reinforce existing centres and commercial precincts as the primary locations for 
retail and commercial activities, including the revitalisation of main street areas. 

 Identify opportunities to expand tourism activities and enhance visitor 
experiences. 

 Support the delivery of increased housing choice, including seniors housing, 
aged care, and social and affordable housing. 

 Appropriately locate future rural residential development. 

 Support the continued provision of health and education services. 

 Support improvements to public and community transport services to connect 
smaller towns and villages to local centres, and to connect to Mildura, Sydney, 
Melbourne and Adelaide to access higher order services. 

 Improve telecommunications to support business activities and service delivery 
such as e-health and education services. 

 
Economic opportunities 
Priorities: 

 Establish new mining operations in areas of mineral potential. 

 Diversify agribusiness and capitalise on value-added manufacturing opportunities 
for agricultural produce. 

 Develop renewable energy industries, including solar. 

 Expand tourism opportunities and experiences. 

 Establish new businesses linked to improvements in telecommunication services. 

 Support the growth of irrigated agriculture 
 
COMMENTS 
This plan is a step in the right direction in that it takes a strategic whole of 
Government approach to regional development and Balranald Shire Council should 
acknowledge support this approach. 
 
Council should support finalisation of the plan noting: 
1. The plan captures the major issues and Council supports the directions. 
2. The plan takes a whole of government strategic approach to regional land use 

but the key to success will be the need for a centralised coordination unit 
within Premier and Cabinet to ensure delivery. 

3. The plan underestimates the ongoing importance of water and associated 
policy to the long term sustainability of the region particularly surety and 
quality of supply. 

4. The urgent need to review Crown Land Management to streamline approval 
processes to facilitate development. 

5. Consideration of the Riverine corridor and impacts from flooding such as fallen 
trees and erosion. 

6. The need to show MR67 link to Ivanhoe. 
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Financial Implication Nil.  

Legislative Implication Nil.    

Policy Implication Nil.  

Attachments Nil.  
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ITEM I -   6       INTEGRATED WATER CYCLE MANAGEMENT 
 
File number: 850 
 
Reporting Officer: Acting Director Infrastructure and Development – Robert 
Stewart 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 5 Our Infrastructure  
A community that maintains and strengthens its natural and built environment.   
 
Officer Recommendation: 

1. That Council; 
2. 1.  consider in the 17/18 Budget funding to undertake the preparation of an 

Integrated Water Cycle Management Strategy. 
3. 2. Write to the Minister seeking a special case to fund the Strategy on a 50% 

basis with Council.  
 

02.17.3933 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Purtill and Mannix  that the report be 
received and recommendation be adopted.   
 
Purpose of Report 
 
This report seeks to introduce Council to the NSW Governments Best Practice 
Management of Water Supply and Sewage Framework with a view to implement the 
process across Balranald Shire. 
 
The Framework requires local water utilities such as Council to prepare and 
implement a sound 30 year integrated Water Cycle Management (IWCM) Strategy, 
which includes a Financial Plan (FP).  
 
The report in this agenda on the CCTV work undertaken on the Balranald Sewer 
System highlights the need for strong strategic asset management and financial 
planning.  
 
Report 
  
The 30 year strategy addresses the complex linkages between all elements of the 
urban water cycle (water supply, sewage, and stormwater) and community 
expectations. 
 
This is done within the urban area and between the urban area and its water related 
physical and legislative operating environment. This multilevel and systematic 
approach encourages cost effective integration of these urban water systems in 
consultation with the community. 
 
The 30 year strategy seeks to “right size” any necessary capital works projects and 
is essential for the provision of appropriate, affordable, cost effective urban water 
services that meet community needs and protect public health and the environment. 
 



Balranald Shire Council 
Agenda – Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                  

 

This is Page 120 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald 
Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street Balranald on Tuesday 21st 
February 2017. 

  

In addition the strategy is developed using evidence based analysis that provides 
the best value for money on the triple bottom line (TBL) basis of social, 
environmental, and economic considerations.  
 
The adopted scenario from the final IWCM Strategy defines the local water Utility’s 
(LWU) Total Asset Management Plan (TAMP) and includes a 30 year Financial Plan 
(FP). 
 
A LWU peak planning documents for its water supply and sewerage businesses are 
its current IWCM Strategy and a Strategic Business Plan (SBP). 
 
 IWCM outcomes are: 
 

 Right sizes any projects and identifies the best value IWCM Scenario and 
Strategy on a TAMP basis. It includes a 30 year TAMP and FP. 

 Identifies the lowest uniform level of stable typical residential bills (TRBs) to 
meet the levels of service negotiated with the community and the price path for 
the next 4 years in current dollars. 

 The adopted IWCM includes an update of the existing 30 year renewals plan, 
with only proven evidenced based renewals included for the first 5 years. The 
renewals plan takes into account any avoided, resized, abandoned or 
reprioritized works. 

 An IWCM strategy is prepared every 8 years. 

 NSW Office of Water concurrence is required to the IWCM Issue paper, final 
IWCM Strategy and Scenario and the Financial Plan prior to LWU 
implementation of the scenario. 

 
The Strategic Business Plan 
 

 Reviews and updates the LWUs existing 30 years TAMP, identifies any 
opportunities to downsize or defer significant projects and includes a FP. 

 Analyses the renewals component of the TAMP to develop a sound 30 year 
renewals plan, the  first 5 years only include evidence based renewals that 
provide value for money. 

 Identifies the lowest uniform level of stable TRBs to meet the level of service 
negotiated with the community and the price path for the next 4 years in 
current dollars.   

 A SBP is prepared every 8 years, i.e. 4 years after preparing the ICWM 
Strategy.   

 Provide the NSW Office of Water for registration, your final SBP and FP. 
 
The NSW Office of Local Government and IPART in their assessment of local 
Councils under Fit for the Future considered if a Council had achieved Best Practice 
Management of its Water and Sewage systems. 
 
The IWCM process certainly provides a council in its decision making process 
evidence and factual basis to underpin major investment and pricing determinations 
to ensure sustainability. 
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Council considered a report on this issue on the 16th February 2016 and resolved 
not to take any action. At that time 50% funding was available to eligible Councils. 
Balranald would have been eligible as it has never had a strategy prepared.  
 
Unfortunately the program for assistance comes to an end in June 2017. However if 
Council wishes to pursue Best Practice it is suggested we write to the Minister 
seeking 50% funding in the 17/18 budget year. Typical Strategy preparation is in the 
cost order of $90,000.  
 
Governments, if they are to consider funding for future upgrades of local utilities 
assets, will insist them undertaking this type of planning, management and level of 
planning. Council has Water and Sewer assets valued at $13.06m. 
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Financial Support 

Funding support is available to local water utilities undertaking their first IWCM 

Strategy under the NSW Government's Country Towns Water Supply and 

Sewerage Program. Financial support is available for: 

 evaluation study (only if contract already awarded for its preparation) 

 demand analysis and water use forecasts 

 supply analysis of options (including secure yield) 

 distribution analysis of new options 

 scenario development and comparison on a triple bottom line basis 

 economic assessment, impact on the Typical Residential Bill (TRB) and 
preparation of a Financial Plan for the adopted IWCM Scenario 

 community involvement 

 IWCM report preparation 
 

Local water utilities are required to seek funding approval prior to engaging a 

consultant. Funds will be paid at the completion of the first satisfactory 30-year 

IWCM Strategy. 

 
The cost will be similar to other detailed planning studies undertaken by the utility, 
and will vary depending on size, complexity of the system, works required and 
availability of relevant information. Office of Water funding is provided towards the 
following IWCM process components:  

 IWCM Evaluation – including analytical methods employed  

 IWCM Strategy – including development and analysis  

 Community consultation  

 IWCM Evaluation and Strategy document production.  
 
Funding is not available for data collection that is considered part of normal utility 
business. Other non-funded activities include:  

 accurate assessment of non-revenue water  

 bulk water meter accuracy assessment  

 customer use analysis  

 daily water and effluent production  

 amendments or revisions of Local Environmental Plans (LEPs)  

 security/reliability of supply (safe yield) of existing sources  

 development plans  

 asset management plans  

 population projections in line with Australian Bureau of Statistics (to 30 years)  

 preparing historical water use records  

 drought management plans  

 strategic business plans  

 trade waste policies  

 plans of existing water supply and sewerage infrastructure  
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 collection of other existing data and plans from external sources, e.g. soil 
maps, vegetation plans, hazard area maps, land use maps, water quality and 
flow data, acid soil and salinity plans, and Catchment Management Authority 
action plans  

 collating data for use in the IWCM studies 
 
Council needs to pursue and obtain Best Practice for the management of its water 
and sewer assets and preparation of an IWCM Strategy will give the basis for 
investment, pricing and ongoing management. 
 
 

Financial Implication $70,000 - $100,000 subject to support funding 
available. 

Legislative Implication Compliance with State Legislation and best 
practice (Australian drinking water guidelines)  

Policy Implication No policy in place at this time.  

Attachments Nil.  
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ITEM I -     7          SUNRAYSIA SOLAR FARM 
 
File number: 626 
 
Reporting Officer: Acting Director Infrastructure and Development – Robert 
Stewart 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 5 – Our Infrastructure  
 
Officer Recommendation: 

1. That;  
2. 1. The General Manager makes a submission on the Balranald Sunraysia Solar 

Farm Development Application detailing the issues identified in this report. 
3. 2. The Mayor and General Manager be authorised to negotiate with Sunraysia 

Solar Farm to maximise opportunities for the local community. 
 

 
02.17.3934 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Jolliffe and Allen  that the report be received 

and recommendation be adopted. 
 
Purpose of Report 
To report on the Development Application and Environmental Impact Statement 
currently on exhibition to construct a 200MW Solar Farm 17km south of Balranald 
and seek Councils views on any submission.  
 
Report 
Proponent 
Sunraysia Solar Farm 2 Pty Ltd a subsidiary of Maoneng Australia Pty Ltd 
 
Consent Authority  
Minister for Planning 
 
Proposal 
200MW Solar Farm covering 800 hectares of a 1000 hectare proposal site with the 
following elements: 

 Photovoltaic (PV) Modules 

 Energy Storage 

 A site office and maintenance building 

 An access from Balranald –Tooleybuc Road to the site 

 Internal roads  

 Perimeter security fencing 

 Grid connection to the substation to the north via an overhead power line (220kV) 

 Native vegetation screening if required to break up views of the infrastructure 
 
The development is proposed to be undertaken in stages. Stage 1 would be 
100MAC and Stage 2 100MAC. The energy storage may also be undertaken as a 
separate stage. In total, the construction phase of the proposal is expected to take 7 
to 12 months. 
 
Development cost would be $275m.  
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The Solar Farm is expected to have an operating life of 30 years.  
 
 Employment numbers are expected to be in the order of: 
o Construction 150 persons peaking at 250 
o Operations 10 persons 
 
At the end of its operating life, the Solar Farm would be either decommissioned 
returning the site to its existing land use capability or, retrofitted with new 
equipment.  
 
Need for Project 
The central objective of the project is to generate renewable energy using PV 
technology which will assist Australia to meet the Renewable Energy Target and the 
NSW Governments Renewable Energy Action Plan (2013). 
 
Environmental Assessment 
The development is State Significant and required the preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Statement to assess the environmental issues associated 
with construction, operation, upgrade and decommissioning in accordance with the 
Directors Requirements as issued 17 June 2016. 
 
The application and EIS are currently on exhibition with written submissions closing 
5 March. 
 
The EIS may be viewed at: 
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7680. 
 
Balranald Shire Assessment 
 
The Draft Far West Regional Plan identifies opportunities in Balranald Shire for 
investment in renewable energy given the regions electricity network connections. 
This application delivers on the Plans Direction 4 – Diversify energy supply 
through renewable energy production. 
 
The major issue identified relates to potential interaction with other major projects 
such as the lluka Balranald Mineral Sands project in the local area as cumulative 
impacts could occur concurrently or sequentially. 
 
The major concern centres on construction worker accommodation and there is no 
clear strategy or plan in the EIS to address this issue.  The EIS flags temporary 
accommodation by way of demountables. From a Council and community 
perspective this accommodation should be located in the Balranald urban area to 
deliver maximum local economic benefit. 
 

http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7680
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Council welcomes the proposed support mechanisms such as expansion of the 
Discovery Centre with elements to showcase the renewable energy story, 
scholarships for local student support, and training and skill development. 
 
It is believed the EIS adequately addresses all other impacts and proposes 
reasonable mitigation actions. 
 
 

Financial Implication Nil.  

Legislative Implication Nil.    

Policy Implication Nil.  

Attachments Nil.  

 
 



Balranald Shire Council 
Agenda – Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                  

 

This is Page 127 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald 
Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street Balranald on Tuesday 21st 
February 2017. 

  

 

ITEM  I - 8 BALRANALD SEWER LINES CONDITION AND 
RESTORATION OPTIONS 

 
File number: 801 
 
Reporting Officer: Acting Director Infrastructure and Development – Robert Stewart 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 5 Our Infrastructure  
 
Officer Recommendation: 
 
That Council note the report and refer to future budget discussions. 

 
02.17.3935 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Mannix and Purtill  that the report be 

received and recommendation be adopted. 
 
Purpose of Report 
To inform Council as to the current status of Balranald sewer line system and outline 
options for repair, renewal and restoration. 
 
Background 
Council has commissioned Interflow Pty Ltd to clean, view and provide a condition 
report for the Balranald underground sewer system. A Closed Circuit Television 
(CCTV) system was utilised to identify faults and provide a running view and 
locations of defects. Balranald system was constructed in 1982 and has had little 
maintenance carried out in that time. The system lifespan estimate is 60 to 80 years 
so it is close to half way through its life. Euston system is much younger (1992/93) 
and camera reporting is not recommended at this point in time. Euston does not have 
a history of problems, whereas Balranald has had some issues. 
 
Catchments 1 and 2 in Balranald were initially identified for investigation as 1 is the 
main catchment and 2 has had problems, and both catchments cover the southern 
half of the town which includes the CBD, Greenham Park and the Hospital. Close to 
11 km of mains were cleaned and inspected out of a total of 17km for the whole of 
Balranald. It is intended to carry out the cleaning, inspection and condition reporting 
of the balance of Balranald later this financial year. Expenditure to date for Interflow 
has been $89,906, with a further $43,000 scheduled to complete the work. Budget for 
2016/17 is $160,000. 
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Condition of the System 
All assets have a finite lifespan and will require renewal at some point in time. 
Balranald sewerage system is about half way through its life and this is reflected in 
the existing asset condition. 
 
Various treatments are available to restore the asset to a working condition and 
prolong its life. In the case of underground sewers, the treatments range from 
excavation and replacement, relining where possible and boring and renewal. The 
current technology of relining seems to be giving the best value, being about 50% of 
the cost of other technology as well as giving a similar new lifespan, ie 50 to 60 
years. 
 
Of the 11381m identified, 1169m require excavation, 4568m require or is suitable 
for relining and needs urgent treatment, 4314m shows defects and longer term 
treatment will be required (say 5 years), and 823m shows no defects. 507 m could 
not be inspected because of access issues ie covered manholes. 
 
Excavations 
The 1169m requiring excavation and repair due to its deteriorated condition is 
mostly minor lines and dead ends and the defects are generally at one end of the 
line and one repair may lift the condition and life of the line considerably. 
Alternatively no action may be taken due to location of defect in comparison to any 
connected users. Further detailed investigation is required of the 44 sections of 
150mm dia line. Initial estimate to do all repairs is $132,000. 
 
Relining 
The 4568m identified as suitable for relining contains multiple defects of breaks, 
displacement, cracking and root intrusion. The difference between needing 
excavation and relining is essentially the amount of displacement in the line. A large 
displacement is not suitable for relining. Cost estimate to reline is approximately 
$510,000.  
 
Relining (future) 
The 4314m identified has defects which range from a single crack displacement, or 
root intrusion to a number of similar defects, and suggested treatment is to inspect 
the lines in 5 years’ time and determine the increase in severity of defects and 
determine a relining program at that point in time. Costs to clean, inspect and report 
is about $7.70/m or $35,000 for the 4314m. 
 
No Defects 
This category (823m) could be reinspected in 10 years time, and the 507m that 
could not be inspected included in the camera work to be completed later this 
financial year after manholes are located and opened. 
 
Remainder of system (Balranald) 
Assuming there is about 6000m still to be inspected, based on the previous results 
about 2520m will be suitable for relining and 645m will require excavation. 
Estimates to complete all of Balranald are contained in Budget Implications below. 
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Asset Strategy 
The reports produced from the camera investigation and cleaning work contain a lot 
of data which can be used to formulate asset strategies such as the Integrated 
Water Catchment Management plans and Strategic Business Plans which form part 
of the NSW governments Best Practice strategy for Water and Sewer Authorities. 
Balranald would be well placed to gain grants of up to 50% for the cost of producing 
these strategies which may cost $90,000. Once in place these asset strategies give 
long term budgets and assurance of best practice in the operation of water and 
sewerage functions, and may lead to further grants when carrying out improvement 
works.  
 
Asset Strategies are a key component when Governments are assessing Financial 
Sustainability.  
 
Budget Implications 

 A relining program of approximately $800,000, over the next 2 years 

 An excavation program of $210,000 over the next 2 years 

 A camera/cleaning program of $50,000 in 5 years’ time  

 Provision for a consultancy of $90,000 (less $45,000 grant) to produce Integrated 
Water Catchment Management Plans for Balranald and Euston.  

 
This would bring Balranald’s sewer condition back to an acceptable standard, and 
provide best practice compliance and budgets in its water and sewerage functions.  
 

Financial Implication Proposed expenditure would need to be 
provided for in Councils future Management 
Plan.  

Legislative Implication Will assist in Council meeting its legislative 
requirements for its sewerage asset network.     

Policy Implication Nil.   

Attachments In Line Photo Reports 
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Attachment: In Line Photo Reports 

 
 
 
 
 



Balranald Shire Council 
Agenda – Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                  

 

This is Page 131 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald 
Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street Balranald on Tuesday 21st 
February 2017. 

  

 
 
 



Balranald Shire Council 
Agenda – Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                  

 

This is Page 132 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald 
Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street Balranald on Tuesday 21st 
February 2017. 

  

 
 
 
 



Balranald Shire Council 
Agenda – Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                  

 

This is Page 133 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald 
Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street Balranald on Tuesday 21st 
February 2017. 

  

 
 



Balranald Shire Council 
Agenda – Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                  

 

This is Page 134 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald 
Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street Balranald on Tuesday 21st 
February 2017. 

  

 
 
 



Balranald Shire Council 
Agenda – Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                  

 

This is Page 135 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald 
Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street Balranald on Tuesday 21st 
February 2017. 

  

 



Balranald Shire Council 
Agenda – Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                  

 

This is Page 136 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald 
Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street Balranald on Tuesday 21st 
February 2017. 

  

 



Balranald Shire Council 
Agenda – Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                  

 

This is Page 137 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald 
Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street Balranald on Tuesday 21st 
February 2017. 

  

 



Balranald Shire Council 
Agenda – Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                  

 

This is Page 138 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald 
Shire Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street Balranald on Tuesday 21st 
February 2017. 

  

PART B – ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
 
General Manager’s Reports  
 
 

ITEM G - 6  PROGRESS REPORT ON COUNCIL’S  IMPLEMENTATION 
PLAN 

File number:   
 
Reporting Officer:  General Manager 
 
Operational Plan Objective:  Pillar Six: Our Leadership – A community that 
values and fosters leadership, lifelong learning, innovation and good 
governance. 
 
Officer Recommendation: 
That Council receive and note the report. 
 

 
02.17.3936 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Mannix and Allen that the report be received 

and recommendation be adopted. 
 
Purpose of Report 
To provide Council with an update on the Implementation Plan progress. 
 
Report 
 
At the November Council meeting Council resolved to address the Local 
Government Ministers letter via the attached Implementation Plan.  The 
Council responded to the Minsters letter on 18 November 2016 and is yet to 
receive a response. 
 
Attached is the progress report Table showing the status of each of the 
recommendations being addressed.  
 

Financial Implication Nil 

Legislative 
Implication 

Nil 

Policy Implication Nil  

Attachments Implementation Plan Progress Report Table 
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RECOMMENDATIONS PROPOSED OUTCOMES ACTION 
BY 

STATUS AT 15 
NOV 2016 

STATUS AT 16 FEB 
2017 

1 That Council finalise and resolve to adopt a 
LTFP that has clear links to Council’s asset 
management plans.  

Draft LTFP Reported to the December 
Council meeting.                              
Quotes are currently being sourced to 
revalue all asset classes, update asset 
management plans and update of 
special schedule 7 reporting with a 
contractor to be appointed. 

LTFP by 
DCCD, Asset 
Managemen
t Plans by 
GM 

Draft long term financial 
plan is 95% complete. A 
reputable firm has 
provided a proposal to 
review Council's asset 
management and provide 
an ongoing service within 
Council's current budget 

Draft LTFP adopted at 
December Council meeting 
and available on Council 
Website 

2 That Council review its Quarterly Budget 
Review Statement with Councillors to ensure 
accuracy and relevance for decision-making at 
a strategic level.  

Reported to the November Council 
meeting 

DCCD  Reviewed at the November 
Council meeting 

3 That all elected councillors undertake 
financial and code of conduct training directly 
after the next Council election.  

That a one day training course be 
sourced and provided in January 2017 

GM  All Councillors attended the 
Code of Conduct training held 
on 19 January 2017.  Finance 
Training has been organised 
for 10 March 2017 
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4 That Council undertake a comprehensive 
review of all its policies and ensure they are 
submitted to Council for adoption.  

Sweet of Draft Polices reported to December Council 
meeting 

A consultant with 
20+years’ experience in 
governance will provide a 
proposal on 16/11 
regarding a complete 
review 

Reported to the December 
2016 meeting and deferred 
to February 2017 meeting 

5 That Council develop a plan to improve its 
document management processes and system 
which will meet the requirements of the State 
Records Act 1998.  

Electronic Management System 
installed and operational by June 2017 

DCCD Council has provided 
$80,000 in the budget for 
the system and 2 
potential providers will 
present their systems to 
staff in the next month 

Both providers have 
presented their systems to 
staff. 

6 That until Council has an audit committee, 
councillors review responses to the issues 
raised in the external auditor’s management 
letters on an annual basis at a Council 
meeting.  

Reported to the February 2017 Council 
Meeting 

DCCD it is anticipated that the 
audit management letter 
will be received in January 
2017 

Report provided to the Feb 
2017 Council meeting 

7 That Council’s progress in implementing the 
recommendations from the external auditor’s 
management letter is reported to Council each 
month.  

Reported to each Council meeting 
commencing in December 

DCCD Prior audit management 
letters will be reported to 
the December Council 
meeting 

Reported to Dec 2016 & Feb 
2017 Council meetings 

8 Council should establish an audit committee 
and an internal audit framework pursuant to 
OLG’s Internal Audit Guidelines.  

Reported to the December Council 
meeting 

GM Quarterly meetings, 
external chairperson 
anticipated to cost $1,500 
per meeting 

At the Dec 2016 meeting 
Council resolved to form an 
audit committee & finalise 
the structure at the Feb 2017 
meeting.  Further report 
provided to the Feb 2017 
meeting.  
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9 That Council develop a fraud and corruption 
policy and conduct a fraud risk assessment.  

Reported to the December Council 
meeting 

GM A policy will be sought 
from another Council.  It 
is anticipated to cost $10k 
for an independent fraud 
risk assessment 

Report provided to the Dec 
2016 & Feb 2017 Council 
meeting on the matter (Policy 
Report). 

10 That in addition to the current 
arrangements, credit card statements for the 
Mayor and General Manager be reviewed, 
approved and signed off by another councillor 
in line with expenditure that has been 
approved within Council’s budget.  

Implemented 15 November GM All relevant staff have 
been informed of the 
process & DCCD will audit 

Process in place as 
implemented in Nov 2016 

11 That for any staff provided with a credit 
card, their transactions are signed off and 
approved by the General Manager and the 
Finance Coordinator.  

Implemented 15 November GM All relevant staff have 
been informed of the 
process & DCCD will audit 

Process in place as 
implemented in Nov 2016 

12 That Council develop an end of year plan to 
complete and finalise Council’s audited 
financial statements each year and report 
regularly to a Council meeting on its progress.  

Reported to February Council meeting DCCD  Report to Feb 2017 Council 
meeting 

13 That Council pursue unpresented payments 
including several EFT payments and cheques 
dating back to August 2014 and February 
2014, respectively. 

Reported to December Council meeting DCCD 4 Cheques have been 
cancelled and will be 
reissued 15/11/16.  
Council's financial system 
provider will rectify the 
EFT payments 

As per previous comment 
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ITEM G – 7  CORRESPONDENCE 

 
File Number:  
 
Reporting Officer: Aaron Drenovski, General Manager 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 1: Our People – A community that is 
proactive, engaged, inclusive and connected  
  
Officer Recommendation: 
For information.  
 
 

02.17.3937 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Roberts and Allen that the report be 
received and recommendation be adopted. 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To advise Council of recent correspondence of interest.  
 
Report 
 
1. Copy of letter to June Spinks 
2. Email from Neighbourhood Watch Australasia 
3. Letter from Mark Speakman – NSW Government 
4. Letter to Paul Lindwall – Telecommunications Universal Service Obligation 
5. Thank you note from New Year’s Eve Committee 
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ITEM G - 8 ACTION SHEET 
 
Reporting Officer: Aaron Drenovski, General Manager 
 
File Number: 120 
 
 

Roberts/allen 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To bring forward for Councillors information the Action Report with actions taken 
on previous council resolutions.          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
BALRANALD SHIRE COUNCIL 

ACTION SHEET  
 

DECEMBER 2016 
 

MIINUTE DIRECTOR
/ FILE NO 

SUBJECT DATE 
COMPLETED 

COMMENTS 
CURRENT 
STATUS 

 DCCD Tourism Committee –  
- Write to Minister re; consider BSC as 
part of the funding for Regional 
Development of Roads. 

  
 
In Progress 

06.16.3731 DID Apply to make Chinese Cemetery reserve 
Freehold. 

 In Progress 

10.16.3855 DID Euston Beautification 
Erect “No Truck” signs at Lake Benanee 
picnic area 
Arrange Accessible Filtered Water 
signage for Caravans. 
Design & Cost a raised shared pathway. 

  
In Progress 
 
In Progress 
 
Budget 
Consideration 

11.16.3885 GM Comply with Notice from Minister and 
Councils resolution 

 In Progress 

11.16.3886 GM Appoint Leo Conway Agencies for auction 
of Caltex 
Notify the tenant in writing of council’s 
intention. 
Set the Auction Date 
Affix Councils seal to appropriate 
documentation 

12.01.2017 In Progress 
 
 
 
Date set for 
17.2.2017 

11.16.3887 DCCD Arrange enrolment for GM attendance for 
Company Directors Course 

12.01.2017 Completed 

12.16.3900 GM Report Policy Review – February Council 
Meeting 

21.02.2017 Reported 

12.16.3901 GM/DCCD Note $15,000 to be added to 2017/2018 
budget for RedBull Event 

  Noted 

12.16.3902 GM Arrange the Finance & Code of Conduct 
Training for Councillors on 19/1/2017 & 8 
or 9/2/2017 

12.01.2017 Completed 
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12.16.3903 DCCD Report for Auditors presentation in 
February Council Meeting 

21.02.2017 Auditors 
presenting 

12.16.3905 DID Affix Councils Seal to  a Section 88B 
Instrument for subdivision of Lot 3 and 
boundary realignment with Lot 3 Sturt 
Hwy Euston 

 21.12.2016 Completed 

12.16.3906 DID Affix Councils seal to licence document LI 
569665 offered by DPI: Lands 

21.12.2016 Completed 

12.16.3907 GM Finalise  DA 18/2017 for installation of 
new pump station and delivery pipeline 

23.12.2016 Completed 

12.16.3908 DID Consent to subdivision of lot 8 section 41, 
65 Mayall Street as per councils 
conditions 

21.12.2016  Completed 
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Corporate and Community Development Division 
 
 

ITEM C - 3 STATEMENT OF FUNDS: JANUARY 2017 
 
File number:  085 

 
Reporting Officer Director of Corporate and Community Development  

 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar Six: Our Leadership – a community that 
values and fosters leadership, lifelong learning, innovation and good 
governance. 
 
 
Officer Recommendation: 
 

That Council receive and note the report. 

 
02.17.3938 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Allen and Joliffe that the report be received 

and recommendation be adopted. 
 
Purpose of Report  
To advise Council of Funds and Investment held for the Month Ending 31st January 
2017.  
 

 
 

INVESTMENT WITH TERM (DAYS) 
MATURITY  

DATE 

INTEREST  

RATE 

INVESTMENT  

VALUE 

Westpac Cash Res AT CALL AT CALL 0.700% 930,986 

NAB 90 8/02/17 2.760% 500,000 

Westpac Bank 92 21/02/17 2.600% 500,000 

Westpac Bank 92 23/02/17 2.600% 500,000 

Westpac Bank 92 23/02/17 2.600% 500,000 

NAB 85 4/04/17 2.700% 500,000 

Bendigo Bank 178 6/04/17 2.700% 500,000 

TOTAL INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO 2.380% 3,930,986 

Westpac Bank CASH AT BANK 40,969 

TOTAL INVESTMENTS plus CASH AT BANK 3,971,956 
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RESTRICTED FUNDS EXTERNAL INTERNAL

June 16 

Total

QBR1 

Transfers

QBR2 

Transfers Jan 17 Total

Specific Purpose Unexpended Grants 386,000      386,000       386,000      

Domestic Waste Management 67,000        67,000          67,000        

Water Supplies 562,000      562,000       214,000-          348,000      

Sewerage Service 1,740,000  1,740,000    149,000-          1,591,000  

Plant & Vehicle Replacement 276,000     276,000       276,000      

Infrastructure Replacement 656,000     656,000       656,000      

Employee Leave Entitlements 300,000     300,000       31,000-       269,000      

Deposits, Retensions & Bonds 106,000     106,000       106,000      

Carry Over Works 264,000     264,000       259,000-          5,000           

Caravan Park 108,000     108,000       11,000-            97,000        

Euston Cemetery 38,000        38,000          38,000        

Health Reserve 3,000          3,000            3,000           

Hostel Bonds 388,000     388,000       388,000      

Hostel Reserve 10,000        10,000          10,000-            -               

Market Street Improvements 20,000        20,000          20,000        

Town Clock 3,000          3,000            3,000           

Gravel Pite Rehabilitation 170,000     170,000       170,000      

Other Assets Replacement 300,000     300,000       300,000      

Other 94,000        94,000          94,000        

TOTAL RESTRICTED FUNDS 2,849,000  2,642,000  5,491,000    643,000-          31,000-       4,817,000  
 

 

FUNDS HELD Investment Bank Combined Restricted Jan 17 Total

General Fund 1,830,986 -705,737 1,125,250 2,811,000 -1,685,750 

0 116,105 116,105 67,000 49,105

600,000 289,564 889,564 348,000 541,564

1,500,000 341,036 1,841,036 1,591,000 250,036

TOTAL FUNDS HELD 3,930,986 40,969 3,971,956 4,817,000 -845,044 

Domestic Waste Management

Water Supplies

Sewerage Service
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ITEM C  - 4 OUTSTANDING COUNCIL RATES  
File number: 130 
 
Reporting Officer:  Charmaine Murfet 
 
Operational Plan Objective: General Rates & Charges  
 
Officer Recommendation: 
 

7. That the report be received. 
 

 
02.17.3939 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Purtill and Joliffe that the report be received 

and a full outstanding rates report be submitted to confidential section of March 
Meeting. 
 
Purpose of Report 
To update Council of the status of outstanding rates to Balranald Shire 
Council. 
 
Report 
The total amount of rates outstanding as at 15 February 2017 
(excluding instalments not yet due) was $241,193.74 or 9.71% of rates 
collectable year to date and including outstanding water consumption 
charges of $91,776.51. 
 
A list of assessments with arrears greater than $5,000 and the action 
Council has taken to recover the debts is as follows: 
 

Assessment Outstanding Balance Action Taken 

2604790 $8,482.22 Payment Agreement in place 

2604793 $6,090.67 Payment Agreement in place 

2605297 $8,331.13 Payment Agreement in place 

2605333 $7,220.50 Payment Agreement in place 

2605615 $20,023.13 Legal action commenced via Debt 
Collection Agency 

2605737 $7,059.62 Payment Agreement in place 

2605756 $6,198.37 Payment Agreement in place 

2605188 $5,260.10 Payment Agreement in place 

2604903 $6,141.11 Payment Agreement in place 

2605137 $14,383.76 Payment Agreement in place 

2605299 $7,949.42 Legal action commenced via Debt 
Collection Agency 

2605190 $5,099.67 Payment Agreement in place 

2605728 $5,869.01 Payment Agreement in place 

  
Outstanding Total  $108,108.71 
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Rate Debt Amount 

Less than 12 months $90,571.05 

Greater than 12 months $81,078.97 

 

Water Consumption Debt Amount 

Less than 12 months $49,074.65 

Greater than 12 months $42,701.86 

 

 
 
     

Financial Implication Nil 

Legislative Implication Yes 

Policy Implication Yes 

Attachments Nil 
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ITEM C - 5 2015-16 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AUDIT MANAGEMENT 
LETTER 

 
File number:  001 
 
Reporting Officer: Director of Corporate & Community Development 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 6: Our Leadership – Provide good 
governance, prudent financial management and effective support services for 
all its activities. 
 
Officer Recommendation: 
 

8. That Council receive and note the report. 
 

 
02.17.3940 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Ugarte and Roberts that the report be 

received.  
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To provide Council with an outline of matters arising from the 2015-16 financial 
statements audit. 
  
Report 
  
Council has now received the final 2015-16 Financial Statements Audit 
Management Letter, which is included for information of Councillors.   Council 
management has reviewed this report and provided responses to the 
recommendations raised in this report, which are also included as part of this 
final report.  The recommendations raised relate predominantly to 
administrative issues and Council staff will be working to improve procedures 
to address the identified risks. 
 
Mr Carl Millington, partner with Pitcher Partners will address Council at this 
meeting regarding this report and the outcomes of the 2015-16 financial 
statement audit. 
 

Financial Implication Nil   

Legislative Implication Nil 

Policy Implication Nil 

Attachments  Management Letter – Audit 30 June 2016 
(Pitcher Partners) Under separate cover 
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ITEM C - 6 PREPARATION OF COUNCIL’S 2016-17 FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS AND AUDIT 

 
File number:  001 
 
Reporting Officer: Director of Corporate & Community Development 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 6: Our Leadership – Provide good 
governance, prudent financial management and effective support services for 
all its activities. 
 
Officer Recommendation: 
 

9. That Council note the information contained in this report. 
 

 
02.17.3941 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Allen and Purtill that the report be received.  

 
Purpose of Report 
 This report provides Council with an update of planning for completion of Council’s 
2016-17 financial statements to meet statutory deadlines. 
 
Report 
 As part of its recommendations for business improvements Office of Local 
Government recommended Council develop an end of year plan to complete and 
finalise Council’s audited financial statements each year and report regularly to a 
Council meeting on its progress.   The Director, Corporate and Community 
Development has been in touch with both the NSW Audit Office and also Robert 
Craig of Pitcher Partners (contracted auditors) to discuss timings for the completion 
of the 2016-17 financial statements audit.  The process for auditing of Council 
statements this financial year has changed, with the Audit Office of NSW taking a 
lead role in this process.    Council has indicated a preferred date for audit of early 
October but is waiting on further advice from its auditors prior to finalising a detailed 
end of year plan to complete the financial statements by the due date. 
 

Financial Implication Nil   

Legislative Implication Nil 

Policy Implication Nil 

Attachments Nil 
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ITEM C  - 7 TOURISM REPORT - DECEMBER 2016 /JANUARY 2017 
 
File number: 771B 

 

Reporting Officer: Director of Corporate & Community Development  
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 3: Our Economy - 3.2.1 Tourism 

  

 

 

 

 

02.17.3942 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Purtill and Allen that the report be received. 
 
Purpose of Report 
To provide Council with a progress report on Tourism activities. 
 
Report 
Attached to this report is the Tourism Monthly Reporting Dashboard for the months 
of December 2016 & January 2017 combined. 
The following is a summary of the statistics & activities provided in this report: 
December and January were busy months for our tourism marketing function with a 
successful Christmas promotion designed to drive visitors and locals to shop in 
Balranald & Euston. The promotion succeeded in receiving over 2000 entries to the 
competition while providing great media exposure for our retail operators. 
 
We also ran an integrated media campaign over the Christmas and holiday period 
with radio, TV, social media and print media advertising with a “call to action” 
and objective of driving the audience to the website and to then download the digital 
Visitor Guide (or to call the VIC for a Visitor Guide). As you will see by the report, 
this was a successful campaign with traffic to the website peaking during December 
and January and increasing traffic to the website by 38% from the November 
2016 statistics. The website statistics also shows that social media (Facebook) 
accounts for 54% of the traffic driven to the website with 34% of the traffic being 
from organic search, i.e. putting key words such as “Discover Balranald” into their 
search engine after hearing about the brand via other mediums. The number of 
enquiries generated by the website or promotions was 71. 
 
Two key projects on the go in January has been the ongoing Balranald Business 
Online Project with now around 18 websites under development and workshops set 
for February & March. We also commenced work on the Heritage Near Me project. 
 
As the report will show, social media promotions have once again produced strong 
results with a total audience reach (those who saw the post)of 495,350 people (from 
8 posts) and 12,927 people directly engaging/reacting/responding to the posts, 
along with the increased number of visitors who clicked on the links directly to the 
website. The average spend per post during this period was approximately $113.00. 

Officer Recommendation: 

That Council accept the Dec 2016/January 2017 Tourism 
report for information 
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Walk-In at the Visitor Information Centre increased by 5% compared to the same 
time/period last year and visitors to the Interpretive Pavilion continues to be 
impressive with 2789 walk-ins recorded for December 2016 - January 2017. Sales 
were also steady with an increase of 3% compared to same time last year. Visitors 
from interstate accounted for 43% of walk-ins with intrastate visitors accounting for 
48% and international visitors 4%. Coaches/Groups accounted for 5% of visitors. 
 
During January we commenced recording how visitors have heard about Balranald 
& Surrounds and/or their reason for the visit. The Visitor Information personnel are 
now making this a part of their daily tasks and a spreadsheet has been developed. 
You will find the first set of findings in the report. 
 

 
 

Financial Implication Nil 

Legislative Implication Nil 

Policy Implication Nil 

Attachments Tourism Monthly Reporting Dashboard 
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Infrastructure and Development Reports 
 

ITEM I -   9             CONSTRUCTION CERTIFICATES 
 
File number: 600 
 
Reporting Officer: Acting Director Infrastructure and Development – Robert 
Stewart 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 6  
 

Officer Recommendation: 
That the report be noted.  
 

 
02.17.3943 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Roberts and Allen that the reports I-9 and I-

10 be received. 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To advise Council of Certificates issued under delegated authority. 
 
Report 
 
The following Construction Certificates, Complying Development 
Certificates, Section 68 Certificates and / or Notices of Determinations have 
been issued since the December 2016 meeting of Council. 

 
Application Owner/Applicant Locality Description 

DA 24/2017 Mr Peter Murphy 35 Mayall Street, 
Balranald 

Shade Area 

DA 28/2017 Mr J. Barrett 103 Mayall Street, 
Balranald 

Carport  

DA 29/2017 Josh Perryman 130 Church 
Street, Balranald 

Dwelling 

CDC 02/2017 Robyn Davis  150 Boynton 
Street, Balranald 

Pool 

 
 

Financial Implication Nil.  

Legislative Implication The approvals process.   

Policy Implication Nil.  

Attachments Nil.  
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ITEM I -    10 MAINTENANCE AND CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

 
File number: 726 
 
Reporting Officer: Acting Director of Infrastructure and Development – 
Robert Stewart 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar 5 – Our Infrastructure  
 
Officer Recommendation: 
That the report be noted and accepted.  
 

 
Purpose of Report 
To provide Council with a progress report on works, since the December 
meeting.  
 
Report 
 
1. Roads Program 
 

Council has continued its unsealed roads maintenance, as well as 
sealed road maintenance. Works have been undertaken in the 
following areas: 

 Boree Plains-Gol Gol Road – dozer work for fire break 20km 
 General sign repair and maintenance 
 Traffic accident Call Out Yanga Way 
 Grid Maintenance 

 Reinstatement of footpaths after NBN works 
 Councils resealing program is complete apart from the primersealing 

of new work. 
 
2. Roads to Recovery Program 
 

Works on the Prungle Mail Road at the Sturt Highway end, Marma Box 
Creek Road and a section of the Tillara Road at the Sturt Highway end 
are complete and are waiting on sealing. Some preparation work will 
be required prior to the sealing work. Final sealing is planned to occur 
with the sealing of the Balranald Ivanhoe section in an effort to 
minimise establishment costs. The Roads to recovery program for this 
year is about 40% complete with the balance of major projects 
scheduled to start in March. 
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3. RMS Capital Works Program 

 
Works have continued on a 3km section of the Balranald Ivanhoe Road just 
South of Clare. Clearing is complete with earthworks, grid installation and 
gravel delivery progressing. The section is scheduled for sealing. This 
program is 80% complete. 
 
 
4. Water Supply and Sewerage Program 
 
The water supply and sewerage program is progressing with major capital 
works complete and maintenance being carried out 

 The water and sewerage telemetry contract is complete. 
 Balranald Sewerage Treatment Farm – works are complete for the first 

stage (pond 2) and ponds 3 and 4 are being emptied and dried prior to 
start of work for Stage 2 

 Balranald water intake structures lengthened in order to access water 
during the recent low water levels in the river 

 
5. Miscellaneous Works 
 
a) Applications for Flood Restoration (Disaster Relief) have been submitted 

and waiting on works approval. The value of this work is $508,000, less 
than that advised at time of disaster declaration, due to less damage 
than anticipated and some items being ineligible for relief. 

b) Australia Day Preparations 
c) Clean up after floods - boat ramps and recreational areas 
d) Firebreaks in urban areas  
e) Parks and Gardens Maintenance 
f) Balranald Swimming Pool Pump Maintenance 
g) Road Manager Consent – National Heavy Vehicle Regulator  
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HEAVY VEHICLE OPERATIONS 

 

    

APPLICANT DETAILS 
CONSENT / 
DENIAL CONDITIONS 

Pickering Transport 
Euston Taylor, Morris 
and Kilpatrick 

PBS 
Quad Tri B Double 

Consent until 
15/2/2017 and 
then amended 
to 3yrs 
 

  

Lexsant 
 Kyalite Road 

Oversize Wide 
Barge 

Consent  
Feb to May 
2017 
 

3.5 to 4.5 standard Pilot vehicle 

Exact Mining 
Windomal Rd, Yanga 
Way 

Overmass/Oversize 
Equipment 

Consent  
Jan to Feb 2017, 
4 trips 
 

 100 tonne plus  /4.5 standard Pilot 
vehicle 

Wishart Contracting 
Moa, Mayall, Ivanhoe 
and Oxley Roads 

PBS 5 axle dog 
trailer 

Consent 
Feb 2017 to Feb 
2020 

 No travel on unsealed roads following 
a rain event 

Murray River Council 
Kyalite road 

Oversize/Overmass 
 

Consent 
 

Standard Pilot vehicle if required 

Ahrens Group Pty Ltd 
around Balranald and 
Windomal Road          

Oversize Silo   Consent      Standard Pilot and escort requirements 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Financial Implication As per budgeted works program.    

Legislative Implication Nil. 

Policy Implication Rural Roads Policy.  

Attachments Nil.  
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Balranald Ivanhoe Road 

 
 

 
Flood Damage-Wooranbara Corrong Rd 
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Balranald Sewer Pond 2 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

CLOSED MEETING - CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS 
 
02.17.3944 RESOLVED on the motion of Cr Allen and Purtill  that the 
Late Agenda Item be inserted into the agenda 

Item LG -  1         COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
2026 
 
File number: 155(b) 
 
Reporting Officer: Acting Director Infrastructure and 
Development – Robert Stewart 
 
Operational Plan Objective: Pillar One – Our People  

 
Officer Recommendation: 
That Council adopt the Draft Community Strategic Plan 2026 
and proceed to seek community input. 
 
 
Purpose of Report 
To present to Council a Draft Community Strategic Plan 2026 (DCSP 
2026) for adoption.  
 
Report 
 
As part of the IP & R Framework council is required to review the 
DCSP 2026 before 30 June 2017.  Given the time frame council has 
conducted a workshop (19 January 2017) and reviewed the CSP 
12/16. 
 
Staff have prepared a draft CSP 2026 based on the workshop which 
is now presented for consideration and if adopted can be used for 
consultation with the community as part of its community 
engagement process to enable feedback.   
 
 
The Draft Community Strategic Plan 2026 is provided as an 
attachment.   
 

Financial Implication Nil.  

Legislative Implication Compliance with LG Act  

Policy Implication Nil.  

Attachments Draft Community Strategic Plan 2026.  
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This Community Strategic Plan acknowledges the 
Traditional Owners of Country throughout the 
Shire of Balranald – the Mutthi Mutthi, Paakantyi 
and Ngiampa tribes and their continuing 
connection to their Country and communities.  We 
pay our respect to them, their cultures, and to 
elders both past and present.  
 
 

 
 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO COUNTRY 
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1. Forward by the Mayor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To be finalised following community consultation and adoption. 
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2. The Development of Our Community 

Strategic Plan 
  

 All New South Wales local councils are required by the Local Government Act 1993 to develop a 
Community Strategic Plan. 
 
The CSP essentially addresses four key questions for the community: 
 

 Where are we now? 

 Where do we want to be in 10years time? 

 How will we get there? 

 How will we know when we have arrived?  

 

The Integrated Planning and Reporting (IP &R) framework recognizes that communities share similar 
aspirations , a safe , healthy, and pleasant place to live, a sustainable environment , opportunities for 
education and employment, and reliable infrastructure. The difference is how each community 
responds to these needs. 
 
This framework allows Balranald Shire to draw their various plans including state and federal plans 
together, understand how they interact so that the community can get the maximum benefits from 
their efforts by planning holistically and sustainably for the future. 
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The CSP must incorporate the following principles: 
 

 Identify and prioritise key local community needs and aspirations and consider regional 

priorities 

 Identify strategic goals and meet those needs and aspirations 

 Develop activities , and prioritize actions, to work towards strategic goals 

 Ensure that long term strategic goals and activities to work towards them may be achieved 

within Council resources 

 Should be regularly reviewed to evaluate progress towards achieving strategic goals 

 Maintain an integrated approach to planning ,delivering , monitoring and reporting on 

strategic goals 

 Collaborate with others to maximise achievement of strategic goals 

 Manage risks to the local community, Council and area effectively and proactively 

 Make appropriate evidence based adaptations to meet changing needs and circumstances 

 
Review of Balranald 2022 
 
Following an ordinary election of councillors, the council must review the Community Strategic Plan 
before the 30

th
 June following the election. The Council may endorse the existing plan, endorse 

amendments to the existing plan or develop and endorse a new community strategic plan, as 
appropriate to ensure that the area has a community plan covering at least the next 1o0 years. 
 
Council has reviewed the existing CSP, recent studies, base line data and reports related to the 
social and economic development of the Shire and the region.  (See Section 11 for key reference 
documents and websites and decided to endorse the existing plan with amendments. As part of this 
review Council conducted a workshop to confirm that the overall strategic direction was still valid and 
confirm if there were any new focus areas 
 
 
Continued engagement and the development of genuine partnerships with all community 
stakeholders will be ongoing throughout the implementation and monitoring of Balranald Shire 2026 
as per Council’s adopted Community Engagement Plan. 
  
 This Community Strategic Plan needs to be read in conjunction with the Delivery Program 2017-
2022 and the Operational Plan 2017-2018. 
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4. A Snapshot of Balranald Shire  
 

Balranald Shire Council (BSC) is located in the south western district of NSW, approximately 850km 
south west from Sydney and 450km north of Melbourne. It covers an area of 21,699 square 
kilometres, making it the fifth largest Shire in the State.  The main townships are Balranald 
(population 1,200) and Euston (population 600), located on the banks of the Murrumbidgee and 
Murray Rivers respectively. Other localities in the Shire include Kyalite, Oxley, Penarie (Homebush), 
Hatfield and Clare. The total population of Balranald Shire is just under 2500 persons. Approximately 
7 percent of the Shire's population is Indigenous. 
 
The Balranald Shire is often described as ‘a potential geographer’s living classroom’ (Toohey, 2010). 
It is the pivotal place of two great Australian landscapes: to the east the Riverine Plain and to the 
west the Murray Darling Depression. Their respective formation processes have created today’s 
unique vegetation landscape.  
 
Balranald Shire’s waterscape is unique with 5 Rivers meandering and converging within and around 
the shire (The Murrumbidgee, The Murray, The Lachlan, The Wakool & Edward rivers), this makes 
the area an ideal destination for fishing, camping, boating, canoeing, kayaking or just chilling on the 
banks. 
 
Culturally the Shire is rich in both Indigenous and non-Indigenous history. Mungo National Park, 
which is part of the world heritage listed Willandra Lakes region, is primarily located in the Balranald 
Shire and has world archaeological significance with evidence of human occupation dating back at 
least 50,000 years.  South-western NSW was settled by Europeans from the late 1840’s, and the 
Shire has important sites of pastoral industry, inland port heritage and colonial built infrastructure.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The economy of the Balranald Shire Council is strongly connected to agriculture including grains 
(including dryland and irrigated), sheep and cattle. However diversification has occurred to 
encompass horticulture, viticulture, organic agriculture, tree (fruit and nut), timber harvesting and 
tourism.  
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The Sturt Highway provides the east west route for flow of goods, services and visitors to the Shire. 
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Area: 21,699 km2 
Population: 2,479 (2009 ABS) 
Number of taxpayers: 884 
Average taxable yearly income: $43,052 
 
Road length: 1,562.94km 
Bridges: 2 
 
Main industry: Agriculture 
Total agricultural production (Sqm): 83.1 
 
Average Age: 35-44years 
Ethnicity: Australian 
Indigenous Australians: 7% of population 
 
Education: 35.8% 
 
Household size and composition: 2.7 

Balranald Shire at a Glance 
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Other Plans 
There are currently two Draft Plans on exhibition that have the potential to significantly impact  on the 
CSP  and details are provide below. 

 

Draft Far West Regional Plan 
The NSW Government has released the Draft Far West Regional Plan which outlines a vision to 
diversify the economy by supporting job growth, and strengthening the region’s strategic centre 
Broken Hill, and other key areas throughout the region.  
The Draft Far West Regional Plan has three goals for the region: 

 A diverse economy with efficient transport and infrastructure networks 

 An exceptional and distinctive natural environment 

 Strong and connected communities 

The plan is currently on exhibition however it represents an important body of work that has been 
considered in the development of this plan. 

Priorities 

 Capture economic benefits from mining. 

 Support the growth of renewable energy industries. 

 Support the growth and diversification of agribusiness. 

 Support the establishment of value-added manufacturing industries. 

 Promote tourism opportunities. 

 Sustainably manage water resources, including the Murray and Darling rivers. 

 Build community resilience to population and demographic change. 

 Resolve skilled worker shortages. 

 Build resilience to climate change and natural hazards. 

 Foster strong cross-border networks and connections with neighbouring Victorian 
settlements, including Mildura. 

 Capitalise on key freight corridors, including the Silver City and Sturt highways. 

Centres and employment 

a. Local centres: Wentworth and Balranald. 

b. Main economic drivers: Agriculture, mining and tourism.  

Priorities: 

 Support industrial land development and protect industrial areas from incompatible land 
uses. 

 Reinforce existing centres and commercial precincts as the primary locations for retail and 
commercial activities, including the revitalisation of main street areas. 

 Identify opportunities to expand tourism activities and enhance visitor experiences. 

 Support the delivery of increased housing choice, including seniors housing, aged care, and 
social and affordable housing. 

 Appropriately locate future rural residential development. 

 

https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/public/f9f5f73110f7c790118b185043f70d74/Draft%20Far%20West%20Regional%20Plan.pdf
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 Support the continued provision of health and education services. 

 Support improvements to public and community transport services to connect smaller towns 
and villages to local centres, and to connect to Mildura, Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide to 
access higher-order services. 

 Improve telecommunications to support business activities and service delivery such as e-
health and education services. 

Economic opportunities 

Priorities: 

 Establish new mining operations in areas of mineral potential. 

 Diversify agribusiness and capitalise on value-added manufacturing opportunities for 
agricultural produce. 

 Develop renewable energy industries, including solar. 

 Expand tourism opportunities and experiences. 

 Establish new businesses linked to improvements in telecommunication services. 

 Support the growth of irrigated agriculture. 

 

 Draft Far West Initiative 

The NSW Government established the Far West Initiative in response to 

recommendations from the Independent Local Government Review Panel and as 

part of the Fit for the Future reform package. The Panel identified the need for a 

new approach to governance in the Far West that would improve service delivery in 

the region and provide better community outcomes. 

The Far West Initiative brings together eight local councils: Balranald, Bourke, 

Brewarrina, Broken Hill, Central Darling, Cobar, Walgett and Wentworth with the 

Unincorporated Area, non-government organisations (NGOs) and key government 

agencies to develop solutions for the unique challenges faced by communities in 

Far West NSW. 

Initially the focus of the Initiative is on ensuring local government is well placed to 

support and address the unique challenges and complex needs of their local 

communities, while considering broader reforms needed across all three levels of 

government in Far West NSW. 

  

 

http://www.fitforthefuture.nsw.gov.au/
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4.  Our Planning Framework 
 
Balranald Shire 2026 was developed as part of the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 
and is the overarching document that will be supported and integrated into all of Council’s other 
planning documentation. 
 

Our planning framework is illustrated in the following diagram:  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Community Strategic 
Plan 

10+ years 

Delivery Program 
4 years 

Operational Plan 
Annual 

Annual Report 

Resourcing Strategy 
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5. Implementation, Monitoring and 
Evaluation      
 
Balranald Shire 2026 is not a Council plan, but a long term planning document tool for all 

stakeholders with an interest in the future of the Balranald Shire and its communities.    
 

In compliance with the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework, the Balranald Shire Council 
will develop –  

 A Community Engagement Strategy- based on social justice principles for engagement with 

the local community 
 a Resourcing Strategy – for resources required to implement the strategies established by 

the community plan  that the council is responsible for including a long term financial plan, a 

workforce management strategy and an asset management  plan policy, strategy and plans; 

  a Delivery Program- detailing the principle activities to be undertaken by council to 
implement strategies established by the CSP within the resources available under the 

Resourcing Strategy over 4 years ; and 
  an Operational Plan –detailing the activities to be engaged in by the council during the year 

as part of the delivery program covering that year including a statement of revenue policy 

and a detailed annual budget.   
 

To comply with the reporting requirements of the legislation and the Planning and Reporting 
Guidelines for Local Government in NSW, the Balranald Shire Council will establish the following 

reporting processes: 
 

 an Annual Report outlining achievements against the Delivery Program and effectiveness 

of the principal activities undertaken in achieving the objectives in the CSP; 
 audited financial statements as part of the Annual Report;  
 an End of Term Report by the outgoing Council which outlines achievements in relation to 

the civic leadership, social, economic, and environmental objectives of Balranald Shire 2026 . 

This Report will be presented to the final meeting of that Council.; 
 Progress Reports at least every 6 months in respect to the principal activities detailed in 

the Delivery Program, and  

 Budget Review Statement not later than 2 months after each quarter (except the June 

quarter) 
 
Balranald Shire 2026 is designed to have a 10 year life; however, it is not expected that the CSP will 
be set in stone for that period. Every four years the Balranald community will have the opportunity to 
revisit and modify Balranald Shire 2026 when a new Council is elected. Each review process will roll 
the plan forward by another four years, ensuring the Balranald community always has a 10 year 
plan. 
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6. Our Community Vision Statement 
                                                                                                                                                                 

Our Community Vision Statement is what our community aspires to become, without its current 
barriers, but tied to what we value. The statement below is the intended outcome for our Balranald 
Shire and its communities through the implementation of our Balranald Shire 2026: 
 
 
 

 
 

“To create a better, more vibrant, more resilient and 
more engaged community, by capitalising upon its 

human, cultural, environmental and business assets 
and encouraging a strong sense of civic participation 

and pride”. 
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Our Community Vision Statement is based upon what we see as our 
‘Six Pillars of Well Being’ that will enable us to achieve our potential 
and designed state, namely – 
 
 
 

‘Six Pillars of Well Being’ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pillar 1 
 

OUR 
PEOPLE 

 
A community that is proactive, 

engaged, inclusive and 
connected 

 

 

Pillar 2 
 

OUR  
PLACE 

 
A liveable and thriving 

community that maintains 
lifestyle opportunities and 

addresses its disadvantages 
 

 
Pillar 3 

 
OUR 

ECONOMY 
 

A community that ensures a 
strong and resilient economy 

 
 

 
Pillar 4 

 
OUR 

CULTURE 
 

A community that respects and 
celebrates its diverse cultures, 

heritage and arts 

 
 

Pillar 5 
 

OUR 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

 
A community that maintains and 
strengthens its natural and built 

environment 

 
Pillar 6 

 
OUR 

LEADERSHIP 
 

A community that values and 
fosters leadership, lifelong 

learning, innovation and good 
governance 
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7. Our Community Guiding Principles                                                                                                                                                   
Our ‘community conversations’ process clearly identified a number of values that were highly 
appreciated by community residents, namely –  

 

 sense of community; 

 rural roots and connection; 

 family connection; 

 unity; 

 sense of history; 

 positivity;  

 lifestyle; 

 liveability; 

 cultural and religious diversity; 

 environment; 

 amenities and aesthetics; 

 opportunity and options; 

 safety and freedom; 

 partnerships and collaboration; and 

 Accountability. 
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The following community guiding principles provide the philosophical context for the 
Balranald Shire 2026. 

Social Inclusiveness 
 

Valuing and respecting the contribution of all community members, regardless of age, gender, 
ability, ethnicity, cultural background or length of residency 

 

Partnership and Collaboration 
 

All organisations committing to cooperate, collaborate and network to ensure maximum positive 
outcomes for the residents of the Shire 

 

Sense of Community 
 

Retaining the unique sense of rural township, country feel heritage, safety, freedom and 
family/community connection 

 

Positive Mindset 
 

Fostering community attitudes that embrace change, proactive ‘can do’ behaviours, optimism, 
hopefulness and the belief in the community being architects and builders of  social and 

economic future 
 

Access and Equity 
 

Providing all residents with adequate health, educational, learning, housing and recreational 
opportunities facilities and programs 

 

Asset and Opportunity Focus 
 

Building upon local assets, capacities, creativity, diversity and existing initiatives; and facilitating 

opportunities and experiences that enable all residents to see and experience their communities as  

places of potential and opportunity 
 

Respect for the Environment and Sustainable Practices 
 

Respecting the natural environment, cultures and heritage and ensuring that the needs of the 
present are met without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs 

 

Celebration 
  

Encouraging pride and time of celebration relating to the community’s heritage, 
uniqueness, cultures and 

achievements 
 

Transparency and Accountability 
 

Ensuring all initiatives, programs and services have transparent performance monitoring, review 
and evaluation 

 

Business Excellence 
 

Encouraging a strong, innovative, customer-focused, profitable and collaborative business environment 
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8. Council’s Role as a Service Provider 
to our Community                                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 
Throughout the ten-year timeframe of Balranald Shire 2026 Council will continue to carry out a wide 
range of important functions and provide necessary services, both to the community and internally. 
Council is guided in this role by the Local Government Act 1993 and is no longer just “roads, rates and 
rubbish”. Our community and our legislative framework require a broader mandate.  
 
These services include: 
 
 

General Manager Description 

Mayor and 
Councillors Office 

Providing advice and support to Mayor and Councillors with their role and 
undertaking research on policy and strategy matters, particularly 
communication. 

Media Media and press liaison. 
 

Emergency Management Support role and operations of Local Emergency Management Committee 
 
Corporate  Description 

Corporate Planning Development of Council’s Operational Plan, Delivery Program, Workforce 
Planning, Annual Report, Policies and business process improvement. 

Administrative 
Support and 
Governance 

Provides administrative support, advice and guidance including, meetings, 
legislative and statutory requirements. Political representation and 
governance. 

Human Resources Advise on human resource and employee relations issues. Guidance of 
WH&S training, review and compliance. 

Customer Service  Provides counter service at Balranald, including Roads & Maritime Services 
functions. 

Libraries Provides Library and information services. 
Records Provides organisational records management, mail and delivery services. 
Section 355 
Committees 

Provides support and assistance to the operation of Section 355 
Committees throughout the Shire. 

Budget Provides finance services including long term financial planning, balance 
sheet management and maintain the integrity of the finance system. 

Investments Management of Council’s investment portfolio. 
Finance 
Management 

Statutory and financial reporting and control of Council’s financial 
management systems. 

Payroll Administration of Council payroll systems. 
Audit Liaison with Council’s external auditors. 
Inventory Management of inventory systems. 
Revenue Management of revenue collection & assessment, debtors, banking, loan 

borrowings, setting of annual rates and water charges. 
Information 
Technology  

Provides the computing infrastructure for BSC staff. 

Insurances Management of insurance premiums, claims, and insurance risk 
management issues. 

Aged Care Provide aged care facility and independent living units 
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Engineering  Description 

Roads & Drainage Manage road bridge drainage network including: 

 Asset Management 

 Infrastructure planning and investing 

 Survey and design 

 Tender and construction  

 Subdivision and private works 

Transport Management 
and Planning 

Investigate transport management issues including: 

 Traffic management/reduction 

 Bike paths 

 Transport strategy 

 Road classifications 

 Load limits 

Road Maintenance  Undertake routine maintenance for roads and drains including roads, 
footpaths, kerb and gutters, signs, street furniture and line marking. 

Parks and Gardens Maintain parks gardens and reserves, play equipment and park furniture. 
Maintenance  Provide general township maintenance and cleaning services. 

Weeds and Pests Identification and control of noxious weeds and pests. 
Fleet Management Operate and maintain Council’s fleet and plant. 

Flood Control In addition to control measures, actively participate in the formulation and 
implementation of flood mitigation strategies. 

Water and Sewerage  Provide and maintain water and sewerage services to towns in the Shire. 

Waste Management Provide waste management services to the Shire community and to 
encourage waste reduction, reuse and recycling practices. 

Community Facilities Provides and maintains Council’s community buildings 
Public Health Provide public health services and promote best practise to maintain 

sound public health standards throughout the Shire. 

Building Maintenance  Maintain Council and community building infrastructure. 
Building Control Provide an effective, competitive building approval process within the 

Shire, while maintaining standards and good design. 

Animal Control Provide animal control services throughout the Shire. 
Complaints Investigate complaints received and necessary enforcement. 

Land Use Planning Administer statutory land use planning processes in conformity with 
LEP/DCP’s. 

Economic & Community 
Development 

Description 

Strategic Planning  Monitor and review the Community Strategic Plan. 

Tourism & Economic 
Development 

To promote and encourage tourism across the Shire visitor economy. 
Encourage new developments and industry into the Shire while value 
adding to existing industries and agricultural activities. 

Community Services Provides Community Services, child care & youth, education and health 
& medical services. 

Social & Community 
Development  

Building community capacity and social empowerment through the 
delivery of forums, workshops, events and seminars to build the 
communities social fabric. 

Communication 
Strategy 

Provide Corporate Image, Council Newsletter, social media, website and 
public relations. 

Youth Affairs Provide youth liaison and engagement. 

Community Land 
Strategy  

Leases and licences over Crown land. 
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9. Our Community Strategic Objectives
        
Our 18 community strategic objectives derive from our six pillars of wellbeing – 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Community Strategic Objectives:- 
 

1.1 Create opportunities for  all community members to socialise and connect 

1.2 Create and promote opportunities for greater community awareness and 

participation in the life of our community. 

1.3 Involve, support and prepare our young people  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Community Strategic Objectives:- 
 

2.1 Promote and develop our Community as a lifestyle, work and business destination. 

2.2 Create opportunities to assist community members who are disadvantaged or at 

risk.   

2.3 Provide and promote a wide range of lifestyle opportunities and activities, facilities 

and the environment to provide safe and inviting communities. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Community Strategic Objectives: A sustainable economy 
 

3.1 Strengthen the capacity and opportunities for our local economy. 

3.2 Develop and promote our community as a desirable place to stop, shop & stay and 

experience the Outback and river environments of South Western NSW. 

3.3 Ensure that the community gains its fair share from regional investment to ensure 

sustainable provision of appropriate social, cultural and physical infrastructure 

Pillar 1:        OUR PEOPLE 
A community that is proactive, engaged, inclusive 

and connected 

 

Pillar 2:    OUR PLACE 
A liveable and thriving community that maintains lifestyle 

opportunities and addresses levels disadvantages 

Pillar 3:      OUR ECONOMY 
A community that ensures a strong  

and resilient economy 
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Community Strategic Objective:- 
 

4.1 Promote opportunities to acknowledge and celebrate our diverse cultures, heritage, artistic 

expression and faiths. 

 
 
 
 

 

Community Strategic Objectives:- 
 

5.1 To preserve and enhance our natural environment 

5.2 Promote key health, community communications and infrastructure improvements. 

5.3 Plan, maintain and develop key transport, energy and community infrastructure  

Pillar 4:       OUR CULTURE 
A community that respects and celebrates its diverse cultures 

heritage and arts 

Pillar 5:  OUR INFRASTRUCTURE 
A community that maintains and strengthens its natural and  

built environment 
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Community Strategic Objectives: 

 

6.1 Strong leadership and governance that underpins a more strategic approach to 

community engagement, community and regional development and organisational 

sustainability. 

6.2 Strengthen  collaboration and partnerships across all levels of government 

6.3  Advocate on issues and opportunities  to achieve our community aspirations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pillar 6:     OUR LEADERSHIP 
A community that values and fosters leadership, lifelong learning innovation and good 

governance 
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10. Our Key Community Strategies, 
Priorities and Actions 
 
Responding to our set of 18 strategic objectives, key strategies with  priorities and actions 
and defined responsibilities are outlined below. Each community strategy builds upon 
identified assets and capacities, while also responding to perceived community issues 
and challenges.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Strategy Priorities & Actions Responsibility Council’s Role 

 
1.1.1  Expand 

opportunities 
for social 
interaction 

a. Facilitate family 
friendly 
community 
events. 

b. Foster a 
celebratory 
culture. 

c. Support 
activities that 
promote 
volunteerism 
and link 
communities 

d. Support the  
community by 
providing access 
to local funding 
and grants 

Community, BI 
 
 
Community 
 
 
BSC, BI 
 
 
Community, BSC 

Advocate  
 
 
Advocate 
Cultural Committee 
 
Facilitator 
Tourism Coordinator 
 
Facilitator 
Tourism Coordinator 

   

 
Strategic Objective 1.1: Create opportunities for community members to socialise and connect 
in our community.  
 
 
   

Pillar 1: 

OUR PEOPLE 
A community that is proactive, engaged, inclusive 

and connected 
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Strategies    Priorities & 

Actions              

Responsibility     Council’s 
Role                   

 
1.2.1 Implement a Welcoming Strategy. 

 
a. Recognize new 

residents during 
Australia Day 
celebrations. 

 
BI, BSC 
 
 

 
Facilitator 
 
 

 
1.2.2 Encourage understanding, respect 

and tolerance between our 
diverse communities. 

a. Create 
opportunities to 
share and 
celebrate cultural 
diversity and 
achievements. 

b. Foster greater 
leadership 
involvement by 
Indigenous 
community 
members. 

Community 
 
 
 
BALC, BSC, BI 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advocate 
 
 
 
Leader 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
1.2.4 Improve communications and 

information dissemination within 
our Shire. 

a. Continue Shire 
Community 
newsletter and 
utilise greater use 
of social media. 

b. Develop 
community 
directory. 

c. Maintain quality 
community 
websites. 

 

 BSC, BI 
 
  
 
BSC, BI 
 
BSC, BI 
 
 
 

Facilitator 
 
 
 
Facilitator 
 
Facilitator 
 

 
1.2.5 Improve Council engagement with 

the community to inform decision 
making.  

a. Regular Council         
e-newsletter, 
social media 
posts. 

b. Implement 
Councils 
Community 
Engagement 
Strategy  

BSC 
 
BSC 

Leader 
 
Leader 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Strategic Objective 1.2: Create and promote opportunities for greater community awareness 
and participation in the life of our community. 
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Strategies Priorities & Actions                                         Responsibility   Council’s 
Role 

 
1.3.1 Develop and implement a 

Youth Strategy. 

. 
a. Investigate options the 

appointment of a Youth 
Worker. 

b. Investigate and report on 
development options at 
the swimming pool. 

 
BSC 
 
 
 
BSC 
 

 
Leader 
 
 
 
Leader 
 

Plan Linkages: 
 
NSW 2021 State Plan: 
 
Goal 1 

 Increase the proportion of young people in employment and learning 
 

Goal 24 

 Increase volunteering 

 Increase community participation 

 Improve our sense of community 

Goal 26 

 Fostering opportunity and partnership with aboriginal people 

Goal 27 

 Increase participation in sport, recreational, arts and cultural activities in rural and 
regional NSW  

Regional Development Australia Murray Regional Plan: 
 
Social goals - 
Sustaining Community: a sense of community, cultural heritage, youth retention and social 
networking 
 
Two Ways Together document 
 
National Strategy for Young Australians  
 
Balranald Shire Council Plans, Strategies, Policies and Committees: 

 Recreation Areas Policy 

 Donations Policy 

 Flag Flying Policy 

 Sports Safety Policy 

 Australia Day Committee 

 Youth Council Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Strategic Objective 1.3: Involve, support and prepare our young people. 
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Strategies  Priorities & 
Actions                                         

Responsibility   Council’s 
Role 

 
2.1.1 Prepare a Population Retention and 

Attraction Strategy including an 
Economic development Strategy 

 
a. Implement 

recommendatio
ns from the 
Strategies 

 
BSC 
 
 
 

 
Leader 
 

 
2.1.2    Maximise positive community 

outcomes from potential mining, 
horticultural, and energy investments.  

a. Instigate 
regular 
dialogue with 
companies and 
Government 
agencies.  
 

b. Report on 
benefits of 
joining NSW 
Mining Related 
Councils. 
 

c. Apply to IPART 
for  Special 
Rate variation 

BSC 
 
 
 
 
 
BSC 
 
 
 

Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader 

     
    
    

Pillar 2:  

                            OUR PLACE 
A liveable and thriving community that maintains lifestyle 

opportunities and addresses it’s disadvantages 

 
Strategic Objective 2.1: Promote our Community as a lifestyle, work and business destination.  
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2.1.3    Towns are safe and inviting for locals 

and visitors   

a. Maintain and 
upgrade public 
places to meet 
community 
expectations 
. 

b. Collaborate 
with Police and 
other agencies 
to improve 
safety 

BSC 
 
 
 
 
 
BSC 
 
 

Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader 

    
    
 
2.1.3  Develop a series of communication 

mediums to promote the benefits of 
living and working in our community 

a. Develop a 
section on the 
Council’s website 
listing the 
benefits of living 
& working in shire 
– services, 
facilities & 
council’s support 
for start-up 
businesses and 
industry 
 

b. Develop a “Start-
Up” Kit for 
potential new 
businesses & 
industry. 
 

c. Develop a flyer 
promoting the 
benefits of living 
and working in 
the shire that can 
be distributed at 
key locations 
such as the 
Visitor 
Information 
Centre, motels, 
post office, bank, 
dining venues etc 

BSC 
 
 
 
 
 
BSC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BSC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BSC 

Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader 

       



Balranald Shire Council 
Minutes -  Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                  
 

This is Page 200 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald Shire 
Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street Balranald on Tuesday 21st 
February 2017. 
 

  
 
Strategies: Priorities & Actions:                         Responsibility Council’s Role 
 
2.2.1 Identify groups within 

our community facing 
hardship and 
disadvantage. 

 

 
a. Utilise Balranald 

Interagency Group to 
monitor levels of 
hardship and 
disadvantage and 
advocate responses.  

 
 
 

 
Balranald 
Interagency 
Group 

 
Advocate 

 
2.2.2 Plan and respond to 

local emergencies.  
 

a. Strengthen capacity of 
Local Emergency 
Management 
Committee.  
 

BSC Leader 

 
2.2.3 Plan for an ageing 

population. 

 
a. Examine needs and 

options for an ageing 
population.  

b. Promote and 
encourage 
improvements and 
development of age 
care and retirement 
facilities in both 
Balranald and Euston.  

 
BSC 
 
 
BSC 

 
Leader 
 
 
Leader 

    

  
Strategies: Priorities & Actions:                                      Responsibility   Council’s 

Role 
 
2.3.1 Establish a 

Leisure Centre   

a. Identify opportunities  
 

BSC, Community 
 
BSC 

Facilitator 
 
Leader 

 
2.3.2. Improve the 

Balranald 
Swimming Pool.   

a. Investigate and report on  
development options at 
Balranald Swimming Pool 
including splash park   

BSC 
 
 

Leader 
 

 
2.3.3 Promote the 

Theatre Royal. 
 

 
a. Encourage partnerships in all 

cultural and movie events  
 

 
BSC, Community 

 
Facilitator 
 

 
Strategic Objective 2.2: Create opportunities to assist community members who are 
disadvantaged.   
   

 
Strategic Objective 2.3: Provide a wide range of passive and active recreation and sports events, 
clubs, facilities and opportunities.  
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2.3.4  Development of 
Playground and 
Recreation 
Facilities 

a. Undertake an audit of current 

facilities. 

b. Report on options and funding.  

BSC 
 
BSC 
 
 
  

Leader 
 
Leader 
 
 
  

2.3.5 Create and/or 
promote related 
events with 
existing 
sporting/ leisure 
facilities & 
groups/clubs/ 
committees  

a. Develop events around current 

sporting venues including: 

 Greenham Park facilities: 

Football, netball, tennis 

and cricket 

 Balranald Swimming Pool 

 Balranald Golf Course 

 Balranald Lawn Bowl 

 Motor X track 

 Skate Park 

 Euston Recreation 

Reserve 

 

BSC, 
Community/Tourism 

Facilitator 

Plan Linkages: 
 
NSW 2021 State Plan: 
 
Goal 8 

 Increase walking and cycling to build a healthier, more active community 
 

Goal 25 

 Develop and implement a whole of NSW Government Strategy on Ageing  

Goal 28 

 Ensure NSW is ready to deal with major emergencies and natural disasters 

Regional Development Australia Murray Regional Plan: 
 
Social goals- 

 Health and well-being: health services, aged services, community services 

NSW Game Plan 2012  
 
NSW Stronger Together document 
 
Balranald Shire Council Plans, Strategies, Policies and Committees: 
 

 Footpaths Policy 

 Recreation areas Policy 

 Balranald Retirement Hostel Policy 

 Infrastructure and Development Committee 

 Cultural Committee 

 Retirement Hostel Committee 

 Tourism Strategic Plan 2015 -2018 – Strategy 3.8 
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Strategic Objective 3.1: Strengthen the capacity and opportunities for our local business 
communities. 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Strategies: Priorities & Actions:                                     Responsibility         Council’s 

Role 
 
3.1.1. Implement regular 

business networking 
and training initiatives.  

a. Develop a Balranald 
Business Associations 
 

b. Instigate a regular Business 
after Hours networking 
event.  
 

c. Promote a strong customer 
service ethos.  
 

d. Adopt Strategy 1.3 of the 
Tourism Strategy Plan: 
Engage the local operators 
to participate in essential 
skills and business 
development training. 
Encourage skills training 
programs & workshop in 
tourism excellence and 
service delivery 
 

Business             
Community 
 
BI, Business 
Community 
 
 
BI, Business 
Community 
 

   BSC-Tourism  
 

Advocate 
 
Advocate 
 
 
Advocate 
 
 
Leader 
 
Leader 
 
 

 
3.1.2 Implement a Business 

Expansion and 
Retention (B.E.A.R.) 
Program. 

a. Source funding for B.E.A.R 
b. Design survey.  
c. Recruit volunteer’s 

interviewers. 
d. Implement the Program over 

a two-month period.  

     BI, Business   
     Community 
   

Advocate 

Pillar 3: 

OUR ECONOMY 
A community that ensures a strong  

and resilient economy 



Balranald Shire Council 
Minutes -  Ordinary Meeting – 21st February 2017 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                  
 

This is Page 203 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of Balranald Shire 
Council held in the Council Chambers, Market Street Balranald on Tuesday 21st 
February 2017. 
 

e. Prepare B.E.A.R report. 
 
3.1.3 Promote use of 

enterprise creation 
and expansion 
schemes and funding 
sources. 

a. Promote and illustrate the 
availability of schemes like – 
NEIS, IFB, ICAS and 
RRGRECDF.  

BI, Business  
Community   

Advocate 

 

   
Strategies:  Priorities & Actions:                  Responsibility   Council’s 

Role 
 
3.2.1 Formulate and 

implement a Balranald 
Shire Tourism and 
Marketing Strategy. 

a. Adopt the Shire’s current 
Tourism Strategy 

b. Audit existing tourism 
assets. 

c. Identify and clarify key 
tourism challenges. 

d. Instigate Stakeholder 
dialogue. 

e. Explore collaborative 
approaches to marketing 
and promotions.  

f. Support new tourism 
services and products and 
build tourism operator 
capacity. 

g. Identify opportunities to 
further enhance and 
promote the 
Riverina/Murray & Outback 
zones 
 

BSC - Tourism 
 
BSC – Tourism 
   
BSC - Tourism 
 
BSC 
 
BSC – Tourism 
 
 
BSC – Community/ 
Tourism 
 
 
BSC - Tourism 

Leader 
 
Leader 
 
Leader 
 
Leader 
 
 
Leader 

 
3.2.2  Improve Heritage Park 

(Discovery Centre 
Precinct)  

a. Undertake works in 
accordance with “Heritage 
Near Me” Grant. 
 

BSC – Tourism/ 
Infrastructure 
 
 

Leader 
 
 

 
3.2.3 Develop an eco-trail in 

the Euston Forest. 

 
a. Investigate project 

feasibility. 
b.  Engage community and 

relevant stakeholders. 
 

 
BSC, EC 
 
BSC, EC 

 
Leader 
 
Leader 

 
Strategic Objective 3.2: Develop and promote our community as a desirable place to stop, 
stay and experience the Outback and river environments of South Western NSW. 
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3.2.4 Improve links between 

Balranald 
communities and 
Mungo and Yanga 
National Parks. 

a. Adopt Strategy 1.8 of the 
Shire’s Tourism Strategy 
Plan: Strengthen & 
develop working 
relationship and initiatives 
with National Parks to build 
tourism capacity within the 
Balranald Shire 

b. Collaborate on marketing 
initiatives and awareness. 

 
c. Lobby for sealing of the 

Mungo access and loop 
roads. 

d. Lobby for improved 
communications within the 
Parks.  
 

BSC - Tourism 
 
 
BSC, NPWS 
 
BSC, NPWS 
 
 
NPWS 

Leader 
 
Leader 
 
 
Advocate 

 
3.2.5  Promote inclusion of 

Mungo Park in 
Australia’s National 
Landscapes program 
(NLP) 

 

 
a. Promote local awareness 

of NLP. 
b. Develop application for 

inclusion in NLP.  

 
BSC, NPWS 
 
NPWS 

 
Facilitator 
 
Advocate 

3.2.6 Develop tourism and 
town entrance signage 
& improve & maintain 
good signage in and 
around the Shire to 
ensure all key 
attractions and 
facilities are clearly 
indicated for travellers 
& tourists 

a. Adopt Strategy 3.3 of the 
Shire’s Tourism Strategy 
Plan: Improve & maintain 
good signage in and 
around town to ensure all 
key attractions and facilities 
are clearly indicated for 
travellers & tourists 

b. Undertake signage audit, 
and develop a signage 
plan.  

BSC – Tourism 
 
 
BSC – Tourism/ 
Infrastructure 

Leader 

 
3.2.7 Implement physical 

improvements to 
Market Street. 

a. Adopt Strategy 3.4 of the 

Shire’s Tourism Strategy 

Plan: Improve, develop 

and maintain streetscape 

along the main streets to 

make them vibrant and 

attractive and create an 

incentive for travellers to 

stop and visitors to explore 

b. Extend the heritage theme 

throughout Market Street. 

c. Continue to pursue funding 

for Market Street upgrade. 

d. Encourage business 
owners to enhance shop 
facades. 
 
 
 

 

BSC - Tourism 
 
 
BSC 
 
BSC, BI 
 
 

Leader 
 
 
Leader 
 
Advocate 
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Strategies: Priorities & Actions:                                                         Responsibility   Council’s 

Role 
 
3.3.1 Utilise the new Trade 

Training Centre to 
enhance the range of 
local training 
programs.  

a. Build a strong working 
relationship with Balranald 
Central School. 

b. Audit local industry and 
business training needs.  

c. Identify relevant training 
funding sources.  

d. Develop a calendar of training 
programs.  

e. Establish collaborative training 
arrangements with accredited 
trainers (MADEC, Riverina 
TAFE, and MMT). 

f. Instigate small business 
training courses. 

Education 
Providers, Business 
Community, BI 
BI 
 
BI 
 
BI 
 
BI 
 
 
 
BI 

Advocate 
 
 
Advocate 
 
Advocate 
 
Advocate 
 
Advocate 
 
 
 
Advocate  

 
3.3.2 Instigate an Organics 

Centre of Excellence.    

a. Establish an Organics Task 
Force to prepare project plan.  

b. Audit the current and potential 
involvement in organic 
farming. 

c. Market the region for its 
connection with organic 
farming.  

BI 
 
BI, RDA Murray 
 
 
BI 

Advocate  
 
Advocate 
 
 
Advocate 

 
Plan Linkages: 
 
NSW 2021 State Plan: 
 
Goal 1 

 Increase tourism in NSW with double the visitor expenditure by 2020 

Goal 3 

 Develop Regional Action Plans which harness business opportunities and address impediments 
to growth in each region 

 Maximise opportunities to decentralise government services and work strategically including 
local government, to support regional economic development objectives 

 Work in partnership with local government, communities and the private sector to leverage the 
Revitalising Our Regions Crown land program to deliver economic and social outcomes in 
regional NSW 

Goal 6 

 Develop pathways into higher education by working with businesses, schools, vocational 
education and training and higher education providers 

Goal 19 

 Increase investment in regional infrastructure 

 
Strategic Objective 3.3: Increase the net number, quality and variety of employment and 
training opportunities for our community members. 
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Regional Development Australia Murray Regional Plan: 
 
Economic Goals –  

 Industry futures: sustainable growth, market development, business attraction 

 A smart future: knowledge, skills, education/training, information technology 

 Foundations for growth: infrastructure, roads/bridges 

Integration goals – 

 Linking the region: a regional brand 
 

National Long Term Tourism Strategy (RET) 
 
National Digital Economy Strategy (DBCDE) 
 
Balranald Shire Council Plans, Strategies, Policies and Committees: 
 

 Balranald Shire Tourism & Marketing Strategy 

 Balranald LEP 

 Roads Policy 

 Tourism and Development Committee 

 Balranald Beautification Committee 

 Euston Beautification Committee 

 Infrastructure and Development Committee 

 Caravan park Committee 
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Pillar 4:  

OUR CULTURE 

A community that respects and celebrates its diverse cultures, 
heritage and arts 
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Strategies:  Priorities & Actions:                                                Responsibility   Council’s 

Role 

 
4.1.1. Identify, protect 

and interpret our 
significant heritage 
sites.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a. Adopt Strategy 3.5 of the 
Shire’s Tourism Strategy 
Plan: Improve appeal and 
appearance of Heritage & 
Historical buildings and sites to 
extend tourism offerings and 
opportunities 

b. Undertake a Shire Heritage 
Assessment.  

c. Add to the LEP and State 
Significance register. 

d. Support each township to 
preserve and enhance their 
unique character.  

e. Introduce additional historic 
interpretive signage.  

f. Extend the Heritage Trail in 
Balranald.  

g. Utilise the extensive Bodinnar 
historic photographic collection 
in promoting our history. 

h. Identify and develop potential 
sites and trails for heritage 
interpretation including 
photographs  

i. Continually seek support for 
the production of local history 
publications.  
 
 
 
 

BSC - Tourism 
 
BSC 
 
BSC 
 
 
BSC 
 
BSC 
 
BSC, Community 
 
 
BSC 
 
 
 
BI, Community 

Leader 
 
Leader 
 
Leader 
 
 
Leader 
 
Facilitator 
 
Facilitator 
 
 
Advocate 
 
 
 
Advocate 

 
Strategic Objective 4.1: Promote opportunities to acknowledge and celebrate our diverse 
cultures, heritage, and faiths. 
 
 
   

Plan Linkages: 
 
NSW 2021 State Plan: 
 
Goal 27 

 Increase the number of opportunities for cultural participation 

 Enhance the cultural and natural heritage in NSW  

Balranald Shire Council Plans, Strategies, Policies and Committees: 
 

 Balranald Shire Tourism & Marketing Strategy 
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Strategies  Priorities & 

Actions                                        
Responsibility Council’s 

Role 
 
5.1.1 Continual focus on reducing our 

environmental footprint and being 
environmentally sustainable.   

a. Encourage 
environmentally 
friendly practices 
including recycling, 
composting etc.  

b. Encourage 
community 
awareness of 
natural 
environments. 

 

BSC 
 
 
 
 
BSC 

Facilitator 
 
 
 
 
Facilitator 

 
5.1.2 Maintain healthy and clean river 

systems. 
 

a. Support community       

projects to protect 

river systems and 

enhance positive 

river interactions.   

Community Advocate 

 

 
Strategic Objective 5.1: To preserve and enhance our natural environments ensuring they 
remain sustainable, healthy and clean. 
 
 
   

Pillar 5: 

OUR INFRASTRUCTURE 

A community that maintains and strengthens its natural and 
built environment 
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Strategies  Priorities & Actions                       Responsibility        Council’s 

Role 
 
5.2.1 Extend mobile coverage 

especially in the Hatfield / Claire 
area and National Parks.  

a. Lobby for extension of 
mobile phone 
coverage and 
utilisation of unused 
towers.  
 
 

BSC Leader 

5.2.2  Joint Community Initiatives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a. Facilitate and establish 

other joint initiatives 

between Euston and 

Robinvale 

b. Strengthen 

relationships between 

BSC and Swan Hill 

Council 

 

BSC 
 
 
 
 
BSC 

Leader 
 
 
 
 
Leader 

 
 5.2.3  Prepare Strategic Plans 
for Water And Sewer supply 

Make application to 

undertake Integrated 

Water Cycle 

Management Strategy. 

  

BSC 
 
 
 
 
BSC 

Leader 
 
 
 
 
Leader 

 

 
Strategic Objective 5.2: Promote key communications and infrastructure improvements.  
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Strategies    Priorities & Actions                                        Responsibility   Council’s 

Role 
 
5.3.1 Identify and lobby for 

key transport and road 
infrastructure 
improvements.   

a. Lobby for the sealing of the 
Mungo access and loop roads.  

b. Investigate traffic calming 
mechanisms for Market Street 

c. Pursue opportunities to improve 
public transport options.  

BSC 
 
BSC, RMS 
 
BSC, DT 

Leader 
 
Leader 
 
Leader 

 
5.3.2 Provide for more and 

improved footpaths, 
bike paths and 
mobility scooter paved 
concrete paths.     

a. Review the Pedestrian Access 
Management Policy. 

b. Identify funding sources.   
c. Finalise Disability Inclusion 

Action Plan. 

BSC 
 
BSC 

Leader 
 
Leader 

 
5.3.3 Identify potential 

access to new energy 
technologies and 
infrastructure.     

a. Investigate natural gas and solar 
technology opportunities 

b. Facilitate development of solar 
farms. 

BSC, BI 
 
 

Leader 
 
 

5.3.4  Create more tourism 
opportunities and 
offers with the existing 
Aerodrome & other 
transport facilities 

a. Implement an audit to identifying 

the requirements to make  the 

Aerodrome more tourism ready 

to align with  strategy 3.7 of the 

Shire’s Tourism Strategy Plan: 

To create more tourism 

opportunities and offers with 

existing function venues 

BSC – Tourism/ 
Infrastructure 
 
 

Leader 
 
 

 
Plan Linkages: 
 
NSW 2021 State Plan: 
 
Goal 10 

 Improve the safety of roads by carrying out road development, upgrading, maintenance and 
safety works 

 
Goal 22 

 Improve the environmental health of wetlands and catchments through actively managing water 
for the environment by 2021 

Goal 23 

 Facilitate community and government collaboration and input to develop 13 ungraded 
Catchment Action Plans by 2013 

 Review the waste levy and continue to support local council recycling through guidance and 
assistance programs 

 Increase recycling to meet the 2014 NSW waste recycling targets 

 Minimise impacts of climate change in local communities 

State Environments Planning Policies (SEPPs) 
  

 
Strategic Objective 5.3: Undertake key transport and energy infrastructure improvements.  
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Regional Development Australia Murray Regional Plan: 
 
Environmental goals –  

 Maintaining balance: Environmental issues: water; resource management; energy: including 
renewable 

National Digital Economy Strategy (DBCDE)  
 
Balranald Shire Council Plans, Strategies & Policies: 
 

 Street Tree Planting Plan 

 Water & Sewerage Plan 

 Balranald LEP 

 Asset Management Plans 

 Development and Control Plans 

 Roads Policy 

 Annual Town Clean Up Policy 

 Access to Town Water Supply Policy 

 Nature Strip Landscaping Policy 

 Balranald Beautification Committee 

 Euston Beautification Committee 

 Infrastructure and Development Committee 

 Balranald Shire Tourism & Marketing Strategy 
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Strategies  Priorities & Actions                                                Responsibility      Council’s 

Role 

 
6.1.1 Establish a 

Leadership 
Development Network 
and Strategy. 

a. Audit current leadership 

development opportunities at 

Local, Regional and State levels  

b. Create a quarterly event that 

brings together key directors and 

managers from public, private and 

community based organisations 

for networking and joint 

leadership development.   

c. Investigate funding opportunities 

for a Community Leadership 

Development Fund. 

BSC 
 
 
 

BSC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BSC 

Leader 
 
 
 

Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader 

 

Pillar 6: 

OUR LEADERSHIP 

A community that values and fosters leadership, lifelong 
learning innovation and good governance 

 
Strategic Objective 6.1: Enhance our community capacity through building the local 
leadership base of the community. 
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Strategies  Priorities & Actions                                             Responsibility    Council’s 

Role 
 
6.2.1 Strengthen the 

Balranald 
Interagency Group 
(BIG). 

a. Support for the functioning of 
BIG. 

b. Utilise BIG to encourage better 
understanding of effective 
collaboration and partnership 
processes and principles.  

Community, 
Agencies (State & 
Regional) 

Advocate 
 
Advocate 

 
6.2.2 Seek collaborative 

approaches in both 
planning and 
delivery of 
community 
services.    

a. Create a culture of collaboration 
and participatory approaches to 
planning and service delivery.  

b. Create an annual event when 
local, regional and state funding 
groups can collectively share 
ideas about project funding 
needs and priorities.  

Community 
 
 
BSC 

Advocate 
 
 
Leader 

 
   

Strategies           Priorities & Actions                                                   Responsibility Council’s 
Role 

 
6.3.1 Encourage 

community member 
participation in 
decision making. 

a. Organise regular forums that 
enable community 
participation in decision 
making. 

b. Continue to encourage 
community involvement in 
Council Committees. 

c. Investigate the establishment 
of a Euston Progress 
Association to represent the 
interests of the Euston 
community.  

d. Encourage community 
participation in surveys and 
requests for community 
comment. 

BSC 
 
 
 
BSC 
 
 
BSC, Community 
 
 
 
 
BSC 

Leader 
 
 
 
Leader 
 
 
Facilitator 
 
 
 
 
Leader 

6.3.2 Ensure that Council 
is efficiently 
managed to provide 
civic leadership and 
good governance to 
meet all the future 
needs of our 
community. 

a. Provide good governance, 
prudent financial 
management and effective 
support services for all its 
activities.   

b.  

BSC Leader 
 

 

 
Strategic Objective 6.2: Strengthen interagency collaboration and partnerships and facilitate 
synergistic actions.  

   

 
Strategic Objective 6.3: Operate an effective and efficiently managed Council that provides 
strong civic leadership, sound governance and facilitates community participation and decision 
making.  
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Plan Linkages: 
 
NSW 2021 State Plan: 
 
Goal 19 

 Establish a local infrastructure renewal scheme that will provide interest subsidies to local 
councils to assist in unlocking resources for councils to upgrade urban and economic 
infrastructure for roads, community halls, libraries, parks, sports grounds and water infrastructure 

 
Goal 24 

 Increase opportunities for people to participate in local community event, activities and decision 
making 

 Develop and implement a whole of government approach to engaging communities and 
identifying and building on community strengths 

 
Goal 30 

 Promote integrity and accountability in the public sector 

 Increase customer satisfaction with government services 

Goal 32 

 Increased proportion of people who feel able to have a say on issues that are important to them 

 Increased opportunities for people to participate in local government decision making 

Regional Development Australia Murray Regional Plan: 
 
Integration goals – 

 Providing leadership : providing local leadership on key regional issues, developing community 
leaders 

 
 Balranald Shire Council Plans, Strategies, Policies and Committees: 
 

 Assets Management Plans 

 Workforce Management Plan 

 Code of Conduct 

 Complaints Management Policy 

 Risk Management 

 Governance Policies 

 Councillor Policies 

 Staff Policies 

 Web Page Policy 

 Infrastructure and Development Committee 
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11. Key Reference Documents 

 
Australian Government (2010), National Strategy for Young Australians – 
http://youth.gov.au/bodyImage/Documents/NatStrat.pdf  
Balranald Incorporated (2008), Balranald Community Development Plan 
Balranald Shire Council Website- http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/  
Balranald Shire Council (2011), Annual Report 2010-2011- 
http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/images/Pdfs/Annual_Reports/ar1011.pdf        
Balranald Shire Council (2011), Balranald Shire Draft Community Engagement Plan 
Bodinnar, R (undated), Balranald Heritage Pictorial  
Booth Associates Pty Ltd (2011), Western Cluster Economic Development Strategy- Balranald Shire 
DAA (2003), Two Ways Together – NSW Aboriginal Affairs Plan (2003-2012) - 
http://www.sentral.com.au/iser/Links/TWT%20CopBroch_LR_1.pdf  
DBCDE (2011), National Digital Economy Strategy, http://www.nbn.gov.au/the-

vision/digitaleconomystrategy/ 

Division of Local Government, Department of Premier and Cabinet (2010), Integrated Planning and 
Reporting Framework Guidelines- 
http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/dlg/dlghome/dlg_generalindex.asp?sectionid=1&mi=6&ml=9&AreaIndex=IntPlan

Rept  
Division of Local Government, Department of Premier and Cabinet (2009), Integrated Planning and 
Reporting Framework – Frequently Asked Questions - 
http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/dlg/dlghome/documents/Information/Integrated%20planning%20and%20reporting

%20Framework%20-%20FAQ.pdf  

Discover Murray River Website - http://www.murrayriver.com.au/ 

Euston Club Website - http://www.eustonclub.com.au/home.htm    
Flow on Business (2009), The Concept of an eco-trail in the Euston state Forest, NSW 
Homebush Landcare Group Inc. 92011), Mungo Loop 
Inland NSW Tourism Website- http://www.inlandnswtourism.com.au/  
Murray-Darling Basin Authority (2010), Guide to the Murray-Darling Basin Plan 

Murray-Darling Basin Authority (2011), Draft Basin Plan - http://www.mdba.gov.au/draft-basin-

plan 

Murray Now (2011), Regional Profile 2011 
NSW Department of Planning, Transport and Population Data Centre (2005), NSW Statistical Local 
Area Population Projections 2001-2031 
NSW Government (2011), NSW Government NSW 2021- a Plan to Make NSW Number One - 

http://2021.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/NSW2021_WEB%20VERSION.pdf  

NPWS, Mungo National Park – Visitor Guide 
NPWS, Yanga National Park and Conservation Area – Visitor Guide 

NSW DOH (2007), State Health Plan- a new direction for NSW Health - 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/pubs/2007/pdf/state_health_plan.pdf     

NSW Government (2006), Stronger Together – a New Direction for Disability Services - 

http://www.adhc.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/file/0004/227866/StrongerTogetherPlan.pdf  

NSW Government (2010), NSW Women’s Plan - 

http://www.dpc.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/112639/NSW_Womens_Plan_-

_Web.pdf  

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service Website - 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/nationalparks/  

NSW Sports Federation and others (2006), Game Plan 2012 – NSW Sport and Recreation Industry 
Five Year Plan - 

http://www.sportnsw.com.au/WebRoot/ecornerhosting/Shops/sportnsw/47F2/ED96/3118/343

A/2A9B/C0A8/D20C/60D0/01-3177_0020_Industry_00  

ONSWT Website - http://www.visitoutbacknsw.com/ 

Outback NSW (2008), Outback NSW Holiday Planner 
RDA Murray (2010), Regional Plan 2010-2015 - 

http://www.rdamurray.org.au/Documents/RDAM_Regional_Plan_2010_2015.pdf  

RDA Murray Website - http://www.rdamurray.org.au/ 

http://youth.gov.au/bodyImage/Documents/NatStrat.pdf
http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/images/Pdfs/Annual_Reports/ar1011.pdf
http://www.sentral.com.au/iser/Links/TWT%20CopBroch_LR_1.pdf
http://www.nbn.gov.au/the-vision/digitaleconomystrategy/
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http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/dlg/dlghome/dlg_generalindex.asp?sectionid=1&mi=6&ml=9&AreaIndex=IntPlanRept
http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/dlg/dlghome/documents/Information/Integrated%20planning%20and%20reporting%20Framework%20-%20FAQ.pdf
http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/dlg/dlghome/documents/Information/Integrated%20planning%20and%20reporting%20Framework%20-%20FAQ.pdf
http://www.murrayriver.com.au/
http://www.eustonclub.com.au/home.htm
http://www.inlandnswtourism.com.au/
http://www.mdba.gov.au/draft-basin-plan
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http://www.dpc.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/112639/NSW_Womens_Plan_-_Web.pdf
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RET (2011), Tourism 2020: National Long Term Tourism Strategy 

http://www.ret.gov.au/tourism/Documents/nltts/2020/nltts-annual-report-dec11.pdf  

http://www.visitoutbacknsw.com/RDA Murray Website - http://www.rdamurray.org.au/  

Toohey, D (2010), Tourism Scoping Study for Balranald Including Feasibility of an Interpretative 
Centre 
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12. Acronyms and Abbreviations 
 
BALC Balranald Aboriginal Lands Council 
BDEMC Balranald District Ex-Servicemen’s Memorial Club 
BI Balranald Incorporated 
BIG Balranald Interagency Group 
BSC Balranald Shire Council 
BTIC Balranald Tourist Information Centre   
BEAR  Business Expansion and Retention Program 
CSP  Community Strategic Plan 
DAA  NSW Department of Aboriginal Affairs 
DBCDE              Australian Government Department of Broadband, Communications  
                         And the Digital Economy 
DCP  Development Control Plan 
DSRD NSW Department of State and Regional Development 
DT Department of Transport 
EC Euston Club 
ESRC Euston Sports and Recreation Club 
IDEAS               Bank of I.D.E.A.S 
ICAS  Indigenous Capital Assistance Scheme 
IFP  Indigenous Funding Program 
INT  Inland NSW Tourism 
ICT  Information and Communications Technologies 
LEP  Local Environmental Plan 
MADEC Mildura and District Educational Council 
MDBA  Murray-Darling Basin Authority 
MFC  Mallee Family Care 
MMT  Murray Mallee Training Company Pty Ltd  
NBB  National Broad Band 
NEIS  New Enterprise Incentives Scheme 
NLP  National Landscapes Program 
NPWS              NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 
NSW  State of New South Wales 
NSWDOH NSW Department of Health 
ONSWT Outback NSW Tourism  
RDA Murray Regional Development Australia Murray 
RET Australian Government Department of Resources, Energy and Tourism 
RMS Roads & Maritime Services 
RRGRECDF Riverina Red Gum Regional Employment and Community Development Fund 
SEPPs  State Environmental Planning Policies 
TAFE  Technical and Further Education 
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