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Revenue Policy 

The revenue policy sets out Council’s revenue collection activities, of which fund the Council 

services and capital works program. Revenue sources can include rates, Commonwealth and State 

grants, fees and charges, borrowings and interest on investments. 

Council has prepared its LTFP and revenue policy with equity, efficiency and effectiveness. Equity is 

ensuring that services are provided, or made available, to all community residents whether they 

can afford to pay or not. Equity is also ensuring the rating load is spread across all rate payers as fair 

as possible. Efficiency is ensuring resources are best utilised in delivering Council’s services based 

on community expectations and agreed service levels. Finally, effectiveness is how well Council 

achieves the results when compared to service levels. 

 

Revenue Policy – Rating 

Rate pegging – The Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) sets the percentage at 

which Council can increase it rates by. For the 2019/20 year, this percentage increase was set as 

2.70%. 

Special Rate Variation – Commencing in 2018/19 financial year, Council was approved by IPART to 

apply a special rate variation for a period of seven years. This special rate variation was for 10% 

each year for the seven years. In preparing the 2019/20 financial year long term financial plan, or 

budget, the 10% was applied by Council to all rating categories. 

Rating Categories – In accordance with Section 514 of the Local Government Act 1993 (Act), each 

parcel of land within the Balranald Shire area has been categorised for rating purposes. Under 

Section 554 of the Act, all land parcels are subject to rating unless an exemption applies. Further 

information on the rating categories and their definitions can be found in Council’s ‘Revenue 

Policy’, available on Council’s website at www.balranald.nsw.gov.au 

The following pages outline the General Rates and Charges for the 2019/20 financial year. 
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Revenue Policy – Amendment to Fees and Charges  

The 2019/20 fees and charges have been adopted at the 27 June 2019 extra ordinary Council 

meeting with the exception to those listed below. The fees and charges listed below have been 

placed on a further 28 days, with submissions to close by 4pm on Monday 29th July 2019: 
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Balranald Shire Council 
2019-2020 General Rates and Charges 
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Balranald Shire Council 
2019-2020 General Rates and Charges 

 

 
 

Notes on the General Rates and Charge: 
 
1. Council is only permitted to levy no more than 50% within a category (i.e. Farmland, Residential and Business) by way of a base amount. The 

base amount is applied to all properties/ assessments evenly within the rating category; 
2. After accounting for the Base Amount, the remaining rates revenue is generated through the application of an ad-valorem rate, which is 

calculated based on a cents per dollar times the land valuation; 
3. Land valuation is provided to Council by the Valuer General. Council is required to levy rates using the most recent supplied valuation. For 

Balranald Shire Council, the last valuation was done in the 2016/17 year.  
 
 

 

Business -Parishes of 

Willibah, Bidura, Solferina - 

Mineral Sands 1 $4,199,400 0.1278636 $536,950 $2,050 $2,050 $539,000 0.38% $539,000

Business - Parishe3s of 

Pitapunga, Crokee, Muckee & 

Lawrence - Mineral Sands 

Mines 1 $5,000,000 0.132500 $662,500 $3,000 $3,000 $665,500 0.45% $665,500

Business - Solar Farms 4 $2,660,200 0.055900 $148,705 $825 $3,300 $152,005 2.17% $38,001

Business - Total 186 $18,313,420 $1,524,428 $7,535 $63,580 $1,588,008 $8,538

GRAND TOTAL 1542 $260,116,710 $2,743,051 $9,795 $411,520 $3,154,571 $2,046
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Revenue Policy 

Revenue Policy – Fees and Charges 

In addition to rates revenue, Council collects fees and charges revenue from providing various services to the community. Such services include 
waste collection, water and sewer services, hire of community assets, animal control, development applications, to name a few. The fees and 
charges for 2019/20 have been set based on various factors. Once such factor is whether a fee is nil, partial or full cost recovery and also 
whether it is a statutory fee or charge.  
 
The fees that nil, partial or full cost recovery are set by Council and such fees are set based on what is fair and equitable and also take into 
account competitive neutrality principles. Fees and charges that are Statutory are set by legislation and cannot be changed.  Under Section 610 
of the Local Government Act 1993 (Act), Council has the discretion to waive or partially waive fees and charges that it sets whereas statutory 
charges cannot be reduced or waived by Council. 
 
Categories of pricing policies in respect of the advertised fees and charges 
 

Category Description 

Legislative Regulatory fixed fee which is set by legislation 

Partial Cost Partial cost recovery where fee is set to a make a contribution towards the full cost of the service 

Full Cost Full cost recovery where fee is based on recovery of the full cost to provide the service 

 
 
The 2019/20 Fees and Charges are set out on the following pages. 
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