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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR
Next Ordinary Meeting of Council: 5pm, 19 May 2020

I know that with the COVID -19 emergency upon us many
are doing it tough out there
for their health, their financial future, their job, or their local
business. The situation is moving so rapidly. We must all
listen to the authorities and play our role. Just as each of us
needs to look after ourselves and our families, Council
plays a special role in looking after the community. For
example, we are working closely with various response
agencies, led by NSW Health and the Police, through our
Local Emergency Management Committee to ensure that

we are doing everything practicable to stay ahead of the
pandemic threat and to be able to respond rapidly
through  the various local and regional emergency
management processes if required. We have also
temporarily closed the public areas of the main Council
office and some of our open space facilities, and we have
stepped up cleansing and disinfecting our most frequently
used facilities to avoid spreading contamination.

The following is a brief update on events. Please take a
look at the Calendar of events in this newsletter to
understand key dates for engagement.

Community Confidence & Satisfaction Survey

A big oThank Youd6 to those
baseline telephone survey last week, which was
undertaken to measure the current level of community
confidence and satisfaction with Council. A random
sample of residents was contacted by telephone by an
independent survey firm and asked a series of questions.
The residents who were contacted provided feedback on
their satisfaction and confidence levels. The survey
outcomes will be published on the 15th May, and they will
inform future Council initiatives. They will also enable us to
compare our performance with future survey outcomes to
determine if it is improving.

Meet & Greet Program

Unfortunately, my
program was abruptly interrupted by the emergence of

COVID -19. Although | had the chance to meet many of
you, some groups that | missed included our sporting
groups and the folk in Euston. Although | attended several
meetings in Euston, | had intended to hold another open
session there which was foiled by the introduction of
mandatory &soci al
that I &dm sorry t he program
promise to finish this when we get the all clear on
COVID -19 9 the sooner the better.

Community Engagement Strategy

The public exhibition period for the draft community
engagement strategy closed on 17 April. In the March
Newsletter | foreshadowed public workshops to refine and

finalise the strategy, but COVID -19 events overtook us.
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Instead we relied on formal
submissions. | will be
considering adoption of a
final version of the strategy

May.

Advisory Committees
Framework Review

The importance of
sustained engagement
with  our community
cannot be overstated. An important way of achieving this
will be through the establishment of a humber of advisory
committees. The advisory committee framework is currently
being reviewed to better align committees with our
Community Strategic Plan. You can participate in this
review via e -workshops to be held on Wednesday 6 May
and Wednesday 13 May The advisory committee
framework will be finalised when Council formally adopts it
in June. Expressions of interest will then be sought from our
residents to become Committee members from July, in
time for the new financial year. Once again, although it
was resolved at the March Council meeting to hold a
series of community meetings about the committee
structure at various locations around the Shire, this has also

w h ohadyabe postponed due te the ppndemiGo unci | & s

Draft Budget FY2020 -21

It is that time of year again when Council is finalising the
draft 2020 -21 Budget. An essential part of making this
budget robust is consulting with our community to ensure it
is well informed and understood. We intend to offer a
preliminary snapshot of the draft budget shortly. This will be
posted on Council &s
letterbox. The post will also contain instructions on how you
can access a submission form online, complete and return

it to Council, if you wish to make a submission. The
submissions will inform the final draft budget which will be
placed on exhibition after the May Council meeting and a
Ryllice @ tworksgap jwil dollowy ta g threugh thegbudget
and engage on budget matters you have raised.

| trust you all stay well and that, as a community, we
continue to avoid infection by COVID -19.

Mike Colreavy

ADMINISTRATOR
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From the Youth Mayor

Youth Council business has been temporarily suspended until we have clarity on the current Covid -19
situation. This will effect planned events such as Youth Week 2020, and mental health week indefinitely,

until we have confirmation we can resume regular duties. As for the Youth Council Facebook page, we are

planning a launch soon, and more information will be made available when we have confirmed details. The
announcement of the Youth Council logo redesign competition will be delayed indefinitely until we are able to

resume regular business. For the meanwhile, the Youth Council will conduct its business through that of
communication through social media (Snapchat), and emails. If you have any enquiries for youth council, please

contact us through  YouthCouncil@balranald.nsw.gov.au _, and we will contact you as soon as we can.

| would like to formally welcome to our Youth Council Caleb and Kyarah Hines. You are both very welcome
additions to our group.

I would also |Iike to congratulate Mason Dalton on his &ele
will be to create material, and approve of others proposed ideas, for posting on our social media outlets.

Some interesting ideas to do at home while you are in isolation;

) ) ) ] ) ) Editor & note:
fiConnect with friends through social media platforms, have discussions
through Skype or Snapchat, catching up in this way could certainly be Out of books? Check out our
some fun!

fRead a book; I certainly find those books about Australian history, and
biographies, very interesting!

fINetflix; Since in isolation, | have been watching a series called Riverdale,
where a mysterious group of teenagers in their graduate year of high
school face many problems like murder mysteries, which might be one to extension called Netflix Party!!
ignite some of your inner detective!

library news about e - books.

To bring the social factor to the

Netflix binge, check out a Chrome

I hope everyone had an as good as possibly could be Easter, certainly with the restrictions in place it is hard to

enjoy such occasions. However, I dm sure that families wil!/l
up, tal king, and spending more time together. I dm sure t
completely different level with the new at home schooling methods.

Speaking of at home schooli ng; |l &m hearing about how t hi s

works, with the potential for new online teaching methods, and video conferences being a very welcome tool for
teachers. My own experiences with this new online method has introduced myself, my classmates, and our
secondary students in particular to new online platforms like Google classrooms and Zoom meetings. In what has
been a rapid learning curve in this unprecedented time, | am sure students are finding a way to adapt to these
new methods.

| would like to encourage all to follow the physical distancing rules in place, to ensure a speedy return to normal
conditions! Please remember - gatherings of no more than two, unless from the same household. Only go out for
the essentials (shopping, education, work and medical reasons). Remember to keep your 1.5m distance.

On behalf of the Balranald Shire Youth Council, we pass our best wishes onto all in this tough time, and wish
everyone the best, stay safe, clean, and healthy. Stay isolated for our community to stay healthy!

That os al | from me!

Jackson Bialobrzeski
Mayor
Balranald Youth Council

New online resources from ACYP v /

The Office of the Advocate for Children and Young People (ACYP) has recently

launched a new website called Digital Lunchbreak. This youth friendly platform has .

collated all the wonderful resources and activities that have recently emerged for ‘ dl |ta|

children and young people in response to COVID -19. The new Digital Lunchbreak \ ‘
website assists children and young people with finding online resources and activities |unchbreak

to do at home in their lunchbreak, around learning hours and on weekends during

the current social distancing measures. Visit www.digitallunchbreak.nsw.gov.au to

find digital workshops, learning materials, virtual excursions and more.
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Council News

In the coming weeks Council will be seeking community consultation regarding the
budget for the new financial year. Also ahead are e -workshops to facilitate
community input in the formation of new advisory committees. This is your
opportunity to submit comment and shape these plans prior to adoption.

OBIJECTIVE EVENT DATES

Adopting FY2020-21 F¥2020-21 Draft Budget Snapshot - social

Monday, 4 May 2020
Budget media ¥ 4

F¥2020-21 Draft Budget Snapshot - mail drop  Wednesday, 6 May 2020

Public Submissions Period Monday, 4 May 2020 - Thursday, 14 May 2020

Draft Budget Presented to Council at May

] ] Tuesday, 19 May 2020
Ordinary Meeting

Public Exhibition (28 days) Wednesday, 20 May 2020 - Wednesday, 17 June 2020

Community e-workshop (early evening -

Monday, 25 May 2020
time to be confirmed) v 4

Extraordinary Council Meeting to Adopt
Monday, 22 June 2020

Budget
Adopting New Adviso Community e-workshop 1 on es of
P . & Y ) ty P typ Wednesday, 6 May 2020
Committees committees

Community e-workshop 2 on types of

) Wednesday, 13 May 2020
committees

Surveying Community

5 R rt published Friday, 15 May 2020
Satisfaction & Reporting HIVEY Report publisne riaay W

For the latest Council updates please follow us on Facebook, or tune into our weekly
radio updates - every Wednesday morning at 8.25am on 3SH.

Infrastructure Works Update

Council 0s construction <crew is busy working
section of the Balranald -lvanhoe Road north of the Clare crossroads. This section of the road

was in poor condition and was originally intended to be rebuilt as part of the
project to compete the sealing of the final section of the lvanhoe Road which was
completed last year. A further 2km of the Oxley Road is also being prepared for bitumen
surfacing as part of Council ds commi tment to
Work will also commence shortly to reconstruct a notoriously bad section of the
Ivanhoe -Mildura Road north of Mungo National Park.

Contracts have been awarded for 15 separate formation recovery and maintenance
grading programmes under Round 1 of the Commonwealth Drought Communities
Programme, involving some 360km of roads. A further tender for additional works under
Round 2 of the Drought Communities Programme will be issued later in the year. Work is also
in hand to install bores and replace dangerous grids at various locations across the Shire.

Submissions are also being invited from community groups to identify local community
faciliies to be installed or upgraded under Round 2 of the Drought Communities
Programme - see overleaf for further information.

Work is progressing on planning for some major water projects for the coming year,
including a comprehensive Integrated Water Cycle Management Plan, preliminary

design of a new Water Treatment Plant for Balranald and refurbishment of the Balranald
Filtered Water Reservoir.



Council Notices
Drought Community Grants

Council 0s Drought Communi ty Gr ant program is
recognition to community groups and organisations that play an important part in helping
devel op the regionds environment al sustainabi |l it

and cultural life.
Organisations will be eligible for a maximum of $10,000 per application. Applications are

required t o me et el igibility criteri a outl ine
Procedure.
More information regarding this funding can be
Corporate and Community Devel opment on 03 5020 1
http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/uncategorized/drought -community -grants -now -available/
Council Meeting Dates Expression of Interest -
Council wishes to advise members of the Temporary Positions Available
community that the Council meeting Balranald Shire Council is seeking
schedule for the remainder of 2020 is as expressions of interest from community
follows: members for temporary work during the
19 May COVID -19 Pandemic.
16 June Please submit your details to Council and
be sure to include:
22 June*
1 Name, date of birth, contact
21 July information
18 August 1 Skills/Qualifications
15 September 1  Licences held
20 October

1 Types of work you are interested in
17 November

15 December Please address your submission to the
General Manager and send via snail mail
to PO Box 120 Balranald NSW 2715 or

Dondt forget, al | me et i gngaBto ddurktil@bdiran8l@nsw.oiam e d
on Council s Facebook.

*extraordinary meeting for the 20/21 Budget

L:ibrary News - Free books & e - books!!

As part of your library membership (either Balranald Library or Swan Hill Library if you are a
Euston resident using Robinvale library services) you have access to free e -books and
eAudiobooks  through an app called BorrowBox. Head to the app store on your
mobile/tablet device to check it out. Your username and password are created by your

library membership, please contact your librarians for assistance with gaining these details.

The buildings are closed however staff are still available via phone and email.

Balranald Library - Phone 03 5020 1388 (9.30am - 5.30pm M/W/F)
Email: aharben@balranald.nsw.gov.au

Swan Hill Library - Phone (03) 5036 2480 (10am -5.30pm M -F, 7pm-8.30pm W, 10am -12pm Sat)
Email: library@swanhill.vic.gov.au

Balranald Library is having a clear out and making the culled books available for free to
community members. A box will be located outside the library M/W/F to take a book if you
wish.
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Community Notices
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DOMESTIC FIREWOOD PERMITS — YANGA NATIONAL PARK

Permits are available from 1% May until 30™ September 2020 for
domestic firewood collection on Yanga Mational Park. The available
firewood is from a single collection point and consists of redgum
milled timber offcuts (sleeperbacks).

Permits cost $25/tonne or $12.50/tonne for pensioner concession
with a limit of & tonne per household per year.

Permits are only available to residents of Balranald and Murray
Rivers Shires.

PLEASE NOTE: DUE TO THE COVID-19 PUBLICHEALTH ORDERS
APPLICATIONS AND PERMITS WILL BE PROCESSED BY EMAIL FROM
THE NPWS5 BURONGA OFFICE.

For more information or permit applications please call the Yanga
park office on 0350 201764 or email
npws.lowerdarling@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Life & Light h
Competition 2
Theme: Love Our
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CAN ASSIST PRE-LOVED SECOND HAND BOOK SHOP
Closed until further notice
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE & SUPPORT

Can Assist Balranald Branch will continue to provide assistance
to all our existing clients and any new clients in the normal way
during the health crisis.

Help is always on hand by contacting the following number
0474 928919
or alternatively by contacting the
Community Health Nurse direct
on 0428 201008
The Executive Committee of Can Assist send their best wishes to
everyone in the community to Keep safe and Keep healthy
during this difficult time

~= Canl/Assist
r

) CAMCER ASSISTANCE NETWORK
" BT ANMIVERSAMY $S5-A0aT




