




NEWSLETTER 
BALRANALD SHIRE COUNCIL  

ISSUE 8/2020 -  AUGUST  

FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR  

Next Ordinary Meeting of Council:  

5pm, 15 September 2020 

General Manager Recruitment 

Council is looking to recruit a new General 

Manager following the recent departure of  

Mr Michael Kitzelmann after two and a half 

years in the role. The search for a replacement 

has already commenced and I am confident 

the job will attract high quality candidates. 

The recruitment of a new General Manager is  

expected to take 2 to 3 months. As in the past, 

an experienced executive recruitment firm will 

be engaged to facilitate the recruitment  

process. The process will align with the NSW 

Office Of Local Government’s Guidelines for 

the Appointment and Oversight of General 

Managers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above, Mr Peter Kozlowski  

Mr Peter Kozlowski has been contracted to fill 

the General Manager position temporarily, 

pending the appointment of a permanent  

replacement. With an impressive academic 

record and 38 years senior level management 

experience in both New South Wales and  

Victoria, including financial and administrative 

strategic planning, project management, in 

small rural, regional city to large councils, Mr 

Kozlowski, who commenced in Balranald on 

Monday 17 August, is a former long-standing 

(11 years) General Manager of neighbouring 

Wentworth Shire Council. He had also been 

the General Manager of Carrathool Shire for 4 

years. He brings familiarity with the region 

along with his depth of local government  

experience. 

Mr Ray Davy, who has been in the role of  

Acting General Manager while Mr Kitzelmann 

had been on leave since the beginning of  

July, will revert to his substantive position as  

Director of Infrastructure and Development to 

oversee the delivery of the Council’s record 

capital works program. I would like to thank  

Mr Davy for leading the Council during this  

period, which coincided with a significant  

increase in workload associated with the  

Victorian border closure. 

Advisory Committees  

Thank you to those people who nominated to 

join one or more of our new local advisory 

committees. Positions on the following advisory 

committees will be filled in mid September  

with the Committees to be active by October.  

 Growing Business Industry & Tourism 

 Strengthening Community Access,  

Inclusion & Wellbeing 

 Ageing Well, Aged Care & Facilities 

 Balranald Beautification 

 Sport & Recreation 

 Euston Progressive 

 Youth Council 

 Executive of Chairs 

 

Mike Colreavy 

ADMINISTRATOR 

E: mcolreavy@balranald.nsw.gov.au 



From the Youth Mayor 

Hi all 

I would like to firstly thank Mr Michael Kitzelmann for his service to our community as 

General Manager of our Balranald Shire Council, Michael has achieved many things 

during his tenure, and it is such a shame to see that come to an end. I’d particularly 

like to thank Michael for all his helpful contributions to Youth Council, and its  

development. Thank you so much for your service Michael, and may your future  

journeys be full of happiness and all exciting new adventures. I would also like to thank 

our Co-Treasurer Skarlette, who will be departing from Youth Council, we wish you well!  

Hopefully all of the younger people around the community have seen our Youth  

Council survey and have answered our questions that we laid out in it. We can’t wait 

to read your responses!  

Up and running! By now you should have seen the Youth Council facebook page up 

and running! We can’t wait to use this new format for communicating with the  

community and will be excited to pass on Youth Council news in a quicker, more  

accessible form. We would love for you to give us any feedback by commenting on 

our posts, and connecting to our group, to spread out innovation, and to better  

represent the voice of our Youth. 

As our second term of Youth Council comes to conclude, I cannot wait to continue 

work with the Youth Council in the future, with even more hard work, and dedication 

than ever. Together with the community we are making a difference, and we want to 

continue to do so. With the community’s support, we can continue to go far, and to 

develop the ideas of ‘youth’ and ‘fun’ in our community. We want to continue to  

deliver events such as Youth Week in the future, and to one day, potentially create an 

official ‘Youth Hub’ in Balranald. 

I would like to thank the community for their support thus far, and I cannot wait to work 

with the community, to deliver an optimistic broad view of how good our future in the 

Shire can be. So together, let us continue to work with the community, to deliver and 

make our Shire a better place for our Youth community. 

I would like to remind everyone that there are active restrictions on current travel to 

Victoria, if you need to travel, then be sure to get the correct permit, and isolate upon 

your return for 14 days. Follow all hygienic advice and protocol. Together we can stop 

the spread. 

On behalf of the Balranald Shire Youth Council, stay safe and keep well. 

 

That’s it from me! 

 

Jackson Bialobrzeski 

Youth Council Mayor 

Balranald Shire Youth Council 



Euston Cemetery Fence Upgrade  

Earlier this year Local Land Services (LLS) 

approached Council, through the Euston 

Beautification and Tourism Committee, to 

offer a contribution of funds towards a 

project to improve the function of the 

Euston Cemetery fence. The ageing  

cemetery fence was in poor condition 

and not wildlife proof. LLS sought to  

provide financial assistance towards a 

Council project to replace the fence and 

gates such that the Cemetery would be  

inaccessible to rabbits and other wildlife 

seeking food and shelter in the Cemetery 

grounds.  

Council was thrilled at the opportunity to 

partner with LLS on achieving this goal. 

The improvements in both function and 

beautification are of great benefit to our 

community. Works began in June, it  

provided an ideal opportunity for Council 

staff to also undertake a thorough tidy up 

of the boundary line and removal of  

accumulated litter. The works are now 

complete and the final result is a proud 

new boundary fence, gates and  

refreshed grounds. (Pictured below) 

Council extends thanks to LLS for the  

contribution of funds and we would like to 

especially acknowledge Karin Sluiter, the 

LLS Project Manager, for her invaluable 

work in bringing this project to fruition. 

Council also thanks Gregg & Sons (Steel) 

for the materials and Neil Leslie for the  

removal of the existing fence and  

installation of new fencing and gates.  

New Hours for the  
Info Centre 

Council is pleased to announce that 

effective 1 August 2020 the Balranald 

Visitor Information Centre (VIC) has new  

extended opening hours.  

This change now provides our visitors 

(and locals) even greater opportunity 

to come in to our wonderful tourism  

facility for brochures, 

maps, souvenirs, gifts 

and of course to 

gain friendly local  

information about all 

the things to see and 

do while in our  

amazing region! 

New VIC hours 

Monday to Friday: 

9am to 4.30pm  

Saturday & Sunday: 

9am to 1pm  



Corporate Services Update 

2020/21 Rate Notices 

All property holders within the Balranald Shire area would have received their Rate Notices 

for 2020/21. It should be noted that the first instalment is due on 31 August 2020 but an  

additional month to pay would apply should our ratepayers be impacted by COVID-19.  

Council will not be charging interest on outstanding rates until January 2021.   

Water notices for the quarter have also been issued and are due on 31 August 2020.   

You are requested to contact Council’s Rating Officer if you require information on  your 

rates or water charges. 

2020/21 Budget Summary 

Council has  adopted a fully balanced budget for 2020/21 with an extensive 15.1 million 

Capital Works Program funded through Grants, Reserves and a loan funding inclusive of:- 

• Balranald Creative Community Learning Centre 

• Balranald Tennis Courts Upgrade 

• Greenham Park Football Changerooms 

• Ben Scott Birdwalk 

• Local Roads and Community Infrastructure 

• Bidgee Haven Dementia Wing 

• Drought Funding – Roadworks 

• Riverfront Upgrade including Swing Bridge 

• Visitor Complex 

• Water Infrastructure Upgrade 

Council’s Operational budget includes:- 

 Road Network  

 Water Supply  

 Sewer Services 

 Parks & Gardens 

 Tourism 

 Aged Care 

 Town Planning 

 Recreation 

 Community Events  

 Administration  

 Library  

 Governance 

2020/2021 Budget Summary  

Total Budget for 2020/21 

(inclusive of non funded  

depreciation)  

$31.4 Mil 

Operational Budget $16.0 Mil 

Capital Works Program  $15.1 Mil  

Loan Repayments  $ 0.3 Mil 

2020/21 Revenue  

Council’s total cash revenue for 2020/21 

is forecast to be $23.976 million and will 

be generate from the following sources:  



Infrastructure and Development Update 

Road Construction and Maintenance 

Construction 

Work has now been completed on gravel sheeting of a section of the Ivanhoe-Mildura Road 

across the Lake Leaghur lakebed.  

Intermittent improvements are being undertaken on the section of Marma-Box Creek Road 

between the junction with Magenta-Wampo Road and the Arumpo Road in preparation for 

the recommencement of works at the Atlas-Campaspe mineral sands mine.  

Work will also commence shortly on improvements and widening to a section of the  

Magenta-Wampo Road under a works agreement with Tronox Ltd, as well as mine-related  

improvements to two intersections on Main Road 67 (Balranald – Ivanhoe Road). 

Unsealed Road Maintenance 

Hay Shire Council has been engaged to carry 

out repair of dangerous storm damage to the  

Nandum-Corrong Road. Grading of a  

damaged section of the Oxley-Clare Road from 

the same storm event has been completed. 

Hay Shire Council has also been engaged to 

undertake maintenance grading and formation 

repair on both the Nandum-Corrong and  

Corrong-Wooranbara Roads. 

Sealed Road Maintenance 

Work is progressing on culvert extensions and 

shoulder widening, at various locations on 

MR67. The annual bitumen reseal programme 

for the coming year is being planned, but is  

likely to be limited to recently constructed  

sections of MR67 and MR 514 (Oxley Road) that 

have only had primer seals applied. 

 

Water, Sewerage and Drainage 

Balranald Sewerage Program 

Contract documents are currently being prepared for a further round of sewer relining and 

various pump station upgrades. 

Balranald Water Network 

A draft “Issues Paper” has been received, representing a major milestone in preparation of 

the Integrated Water Cycle Management (IWCM) Plan by Public Works Advisory. This is being 

assessed ahead of a proposed meeting with the Department of Planning, Industry and  

Environment (DPIE) Water Division in September, to progress an application for funding  

towards a new or upgraded WTP.  

Contract documents are currently being prepared for various works on the water network,  

including for the raw water pump station electrical and monitoring upgrade and a further 

round of AC mains replacement. 

Euston Sewerage Program 

Contract documents are currently being prepared for various pump station upgrades. 



(cont.) 

Euston Water Network  

Cathodic protection of the filtered water reservoir, which was proposed to be completed in 

2019-20, has now been included in the 2020-21 capital works programme, together with; Raw 

water pump station upgrade, Ongoing AC mains replacement & Cemetery water reticulation 

main. 

Civic Enhancement Projects 

Balranald Riverfront Precinct 

A review of environmental factors and 

cultural heritage matters has been  

received as part of the proposed swing 

bridge project. The development proposal 

will be available for public comment  

before being presented to Council.  

Preliminary works are in hand for  

construction of the proposed walking trail 

linking the new and existing bridges.   

Euston Riverfront Reserve and Walking Trail 

Upgrading of this infrastructure is an option for funding under the Local Roads and Community 

Infrastructure programme, subject to Advisory Committee advice. 

Ben Scott Memorial Bird Walk 

Planning is in hand to progress this project. This work is required to be completed by 31  

December 2020. 

Community Facilities Upgrades 

The budget for funding community events and community facilities under Round 2 of the 

Drought Communities Programme is now fully subscribed. Additional projects will now be  

funded from the Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Programme on the advice of  

Advisory Committees. 

Greenham Park Tennis Courts 

Funding has been received for the upgrading of the tennis courts. A detailed scope of works has 

yet to be determined.  

Balranald Creative Learning Centre 

Funding has been received for the development of a youth-focused Creative Learning  

Centre to be developed adjacent to the Art Gallery. A detailed scope of works has yet to be 

developed. 

Forward Planning 

A submission is being prepared for the State Government’s Regional Road Transfer and Road 

Classification Review, with a view to seeking reclassification to regional road status of the 

Ivanhoe-Mildura Road. If this submission is successful, it would allow Council to obtain State fund-

ing for maintenance and upgrading of the road, which is experiencing increasing heavy vehicle 

traffic and is expected to become a significant regional link with the completion of sealing MR67 

between Ivanhoe and Cobar. 

Preliminary planning has commenced on a master plan for future heavy vehicle movement to 

and from the Ivanhoe Road (MR67) in response to anticipated significant increases in such traffic 

and to mitigate amenity and safety impacts on the central commercial area. 

 Pictured at right- existing swing bridge.   

Pictured supplied by Dusty Fox Photography  



(cont.)  

Balranald Landfill  

Work continues at the landfill to clean up historic uncontrolled tipping and to better control spe-

cialist waste. The facility was recently inspected by the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) 

with no adverse issues reported.  

Euston Landfill  

Management of this facility is outsourced to Robinvale Waste and it is proposed to extend this ar-

rangement for a limited time to allow Council to invite tenders for the management of the site.  

COVID-19 Precautions 

The elevated level of cleaning and disinfection of street furniture, public toilets, etc was initially 

wound back with the easing of COVID-19 restrictions but this has now been reinstated to meet 

recent changes in risk assessments. 

Border Control 

Council has now handed over to Police and Transport NSW the responsibility for infrastructure 

and logistics to support the border checkpoint on the Murray Valley Highway at Euston. 

Buildings and Facilities 

Football/Netball Club 

Pavilion upgrading under Council’s original scope of works are now complete. Plans for new 

change sheds are well advanced.  

Bidgee Haven Hostel 

Agreement has been reached with funding authorities to defer the required completion date 

from 31 December 2020 until 30 June 2021 but whether this will be achievable is a matter to be 

considered in the light of ongoing interstate travel restrictions. 

Visitor Centre/Discovery Centre 

A preliminary design to integrate the three existing pavilions with a new common foyer and  

display space was advertised for public comment, with the results reported to the July Ordi-

nary Council Meeting. As determined by Council, this project is now to be referred to the 

Growing Business, Industry & Tourism Advisory Committee for advice. Council also requested 

that an analysis of current and future library needs be undertaken, including appropriate  

community consultation. 

 Pictured at right-  Concept 

art for the Discovery Centre 

integration project, supplied 

by C4 Architects Pty Ltd  



MOORAMBILLA MAGIC  

As we all settle into the challenges of this year I want to assure you that the entire Moorambilla 

team is continuing to create a program that celebrates life’s possibilities, the Moorambilla  

Magic is alive and well. We may have had to remodel our delivery and creativity to thrive 

online however there have been many positives to this and our partnership is one of them! The 

Moorambilla Magic Modules provide joy, energy and enthusiasm to connect to each other, to 

our beautiful country and the stories and wisdom it holds for us all is still as strong as ever. Please 

take a moment to view this link to experience some Moorambilla Module Magic for yourself 

https://vimeo.com/429132951 

Moorambilla Magic Modules will be a series of seventy 20 minute online modules that our  

artistic team have created just for you to do at home, launched on 1 June 2020. The cost to 

participate in modules is $100 and you can use your Creative Kids Voucher to cover the entire 

cost.  

The Moorambilla Magic Modules will be accessed via our website and each child will be asked 

to choose from the various sections on offer, to make up a minimum of 10 completed modules 

from the seventy on offer. You must complete 10 modules to receive your 2020 Moorambilla 

Magic Module Completion Certificate. If you want to do more, AWESOME!! 

Department Agriculture Water & Environment - Environment Protection EPBC Act Digital Toolkit  

Are you planning a project or development, or changing the way that you use your land, which 

might have impacts on our environment? If so, you may need additional  

approvals under national law.  

To help you work out what you need to do, the Australian Government has developed an  

information toolkit to explain our national environmental law—the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (The EPBC Act). It is designed to protect our unique animals, 

plants , habi tats and her i tage places now and into the future.  

Visit https://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/information-kit  

Tactical Grazing Management Workshop - Local Land Services  

Landholders have a great opportunity to be informed of the principles of tactical grazing  

management at an upcoming two-day workshop, where they will also be encouraged to 

share their own knowledge and experience. The workshop, which is being run by Western  

Local Land Services and NSW Department of Primary Industries, is being held at “Curragh”, 40 

km north of Oxley on 9 and 10 September. Registrations are essential and are due by 31 August 

to Senior Land Services Officer, Tanisha Shields on 0447 642 131 or  

via email to tanisha.shields@lls.nsw.gov.au 

Community News 



BALRANALD DERBY DAY 2020 - CANCELLED  

It is with regret that the Balranald Race Club shares the news that we have decided to cancel 

the Derby Day Races for this year. The event was to be held Saturday 31st October 2020,  

however following our General Meeting earlier this month we have decided we will not be able 

to proceed. A decision regarding the Balranald Cup meet on Saturday 20th February 2021 will 

be made closer to the date.   

We thank the community for your understanding and extend our best wishes that everyone 

may be keeping safe & well. We look forward to celebrating the races with you in the future.  

Bake Sale at TransGrid’s community drop-in session  

A special thank you from TransGrid to the local 

community for a warm welcome at the recent 

Balranald drop-in session. 

NSW high-voltage network operator, TransGrid, 

hosted a community information session at the 

Senior Citizens Hall and wish to extend a huge 

thank you to Connie, the Balranald Can Assist 

Committee and the local community members 

and landholders who attended to discuss the  

EnergyConnect project. 

Connie and the incredible Can Assist committee held a bake stall alongside TransGrid’s drop-in 

session and with contributions from all of the local bakers they raised over $700 throughout the 

morning. 

TransGrid spokesperson Mitchell Hume said the team was thrilled with the result and pleased 

that they were able to partner with and support a local group which works hard for such a 

great charity. 

“Our aim is to continue to engage with community interest groups so we can support and  

contribute to the long-term wellbeing of local communities, particularly in areas where our  

assets are located or in development,” Mr Hume said. 

EnergyConnect is a proposed new 900km transmission line which will link power grids in NSW, SA 

and Victoria. TransGrid’s team provided project information to the community and collected 

valuable local insights and feedback to help with the design and planning work for the project. 

 For more project details or to provide feedback please visit: transgrid.com.au/energyconnect, 

email: pec@transgrid.com.au or phone: 1800 49 06 66. 

Community News 

THE EUSTON CLUB RESORT IS OPEN!  

SUNDAY TO THURSDAY 12PM TO 9PM 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 12PM TO 10PM 

TAB AND KENO FACILITIES AVAILABLE 

STATION46 BISTRO HOURS: 

LUNCH: 12PM TO 2PM 

DINNER 5.30PM TO 8PM 

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL BY CALLING 03 5026 4244. 

We have a venue capacity of 250 patrons.  

We have many measures in place to ensure our Club is 

COVID Safe.  

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM.  

SEARCH “EUSTON CLUB RESORT” 

What’s happening at Balranald Club 

We are bringing back the promotions everyone has 

missed! 

Bingo is back, with an additional day and time for 

your favourite activity! Thursday at 2pm. Tuesday at 

6.30pm, and now Sundays from 2pm. 

Our raffle began again from the 31st of July, and will 

continue every week! And our Members Draw also 

recommenced on the 31st of July! 

Please adhere to social distancing, and any instruc-

tions from our staff, so we may continue to remain 

open.  

We are open 7 days per week from 10:00am to 

10:00pm  







Currently on Exhibition  

Draft Documents  

For most current list and full details please visit http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/

council-documents/exhibition-of-draft-documents/  
 

 

 

Development Applications  

For most current list and full details please visit http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/

environment-and-planning/developments-on-exhibition/  
 

 DA 04/2021 – Proposed Irrigation Pump Station Upgrade  

 (Applicant: James Golsworthy Consulting) 

 DA 05/2021 – Proposed Irrigation Pump Station Upgrade  

 (Applicant: James Golsworthy Consulting) 

Contact Council 
Street Address 70 Market Street BALRANALD   

Postal Address PO Box 120  BALRANALD  NSW  2715 

Office Hours 8.30am to 5pm, Monday to Friday 

Reception Hours 9am to 4.30pm, Monday to Friday  

Phone 03 5020 1300  

After Hours (Emergencies) 0418 322 902 

Email council@balranald.nsw.gov.au  

Website balranald.nsw.gov.au 

Balranald Shire Council   

@balranaldshire  

DISCLAIMER 

Balranald Shire Council reserves the right to edit or rewrite submissions for grammar, style and clarity or to conform to  

restrictions of space. Council makes every effort to ensure the  accuracy of this information and does not accept  

responsibility for errors or omissions contained within this publication.   If you are aware of errors please notify Council by 

email: council@balranald.nsw.gov.au or phone 03 5020 1300.  This document is compiled some weeks prior to delivery, 

while all due care is made to ensure information is accurate matters are subject to change due to time passage  

between print and delivery, please contact Council for most current details on a subject if concerned.  

View this document in colour online! 

http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/notice-board/general-notices/  

Want to receive an e-copy each month? Email to subscribe: council@balranald.nsw.gov.au  

Other Council Services  

Balranald Library - M/F - 9am - 5.30pm, W 9.30am-5.30pm  

    (closed for lunch 12pm-1pm)  

Balranald Landfill - T/T 4pm - 6pm, Sat 10am-1pm, Sun 10am-3pm 

Euston Landfill - T/T 1pm-6pm, Sun 9am-3pm  

http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/council-documents/exhibition-of-draft-documents/
http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/council-documents/exhibition-of-draft-documents/
http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/environment-and-planning/developments-on-exhibition/
http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/environment-and-planning/developments-on-exhibition/
https://twitter.com/balranaldshire
http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/notice-board/general-notices/

