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1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Balranald Shire Councll has operated the Balranald Discovery Centre, in its varicus forms since
cessation of the Crown's use of the land. This has been for the purposes of touristivisitor, public
transport and public convenience facilities. Urban Services was added as a reserve purpose in 2015 in
line with the redevelopment of the site to its current form.

Council is proposing to modify the core group of three (3) existing buildings to create a foyer type area
that provides connection between the group in order to create efficiency and flow in building operation.

This additional floor area that the project will create will permit a greater opportunity to provide
inferpretative and community information in relation to the site and surrounding local government area.

1.1 Council Area

The proposal is within the area of Balranald Shire Council.

1.2 Location of Proposed Project

83 Market Street Balranald NSW, see Appendix 1.

1.3 Description of Proposed Project

Building works will be undertaken to create an infill foyer to link the core group of three (3) building. See
Appendix 2 for an architectural interpretation of the proposal cutcome.

The project involves.

Partial demolition of veranda overhangs

Excavation for footings and slab

Constructing of curved infill walls and a high shaded roof
Relocation of prominent twin palm

Site isolation

1.4 Objective of the Proposed Project

The objective of the project is to construct a connecting foyer.

2. HERITAGE OF PROPOSED PROJECT SITE

2.1 Landscape

The Balranald Township area is a heavily modified environment with remnant native vegetation
(redgum, mallee and box frees), planted introduced species and lawns.

This REF aims to conserve both natural and cultural values. For reasons of clarty and document
usefulness natural and cultural heritage are dealt with individually, but their inter-relationships are

recognised.

The works are proposed to be located within the same built footprint as the buildings and formed
walkways 30 as not to increase overall environmental impacts.
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2.2 Natural Heritage
2.2.1 Water

The project will not create additional water demand as thera are no additional wet areas or consumplive
uses proposed. The proposed works do not include ground water impacting works such as bores and
deap excavation.

Storm water will be disposed of onsite to landscaping so as not fo cause nuisance to neighbouring
premisas.

2.2.2 Flora

The Balranald Township area i3 a heavily modified environment with remnant native vegaetation
(redgum, mallee and box trees), planted introduced species and lawns. No significant or native
vegelation impacis are envisaged due to the building footprint being contained to the exiating buill area.

A twin trunk date palm is located adjacent to the proposed eastern wall and in line with the Balranald
EBeautification Committes"s recommendation, will be relocated to a nearby public reserve.

2.2.3 Fauna

As the work sites are located in highly disturbed environments, they are unlikely to contain
threalened species, populations or ecological communities. Although threatened fauna and bird
species may temporarily rest on vegetation located within the vicinity of the work site, the nature of
the proposed works are not likely to result in significant impacts on native flora, native fauna or
their ecosystems. Best practice safeguards for the management of flora and fauna during
construction will ensure that potential environmental impacts are avoided.

2.3 Cultural Heritage
2.3.1 Aboriginal Heritage

The project site is located in an area of the Muthi Muthi Aboriginal Area. The locality of the proposed
work 15 nol known as a significant area for artefacts. The excavation for footings and slab is within
infreduced/disturbed sodl further minimizing the potential for cultural impacts. The standard unexpected
finds protocol will be implemeanted should a chance find occur.

The site in a general sense provides a low resolution interpratation of aboriginal heritage and linkages
o key elements within the local governmant area. The proposal has potential to enhance this
interpratation and strengthan linkages by providing greater opportunities for communily exposure,

2.3.2 Non-Aboriginal Heritage

There are no items listed on Councils LEP in close proximity to the proposed building. However thera
are items of historical value within the Discovery Centre Precinct, specifically the Balranald Gaol,
Wintong School Building, Malcolm's Museum and Horse/Dog Trough.

The proposal has synergy with these elements as the site operates to provide interaction and
interpretation of these items,
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3. STATUTORY POSITION

3.1 Description of the zoning applying to the proposal
Balranald Township is within an urban area and therefore zoned as Village. The works are permitted

under Balranald Local Envirenmental Plan 2010, and is permissible without consent under Clause
B5(3Wa)(iii) of the State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007.

3.2 Confirmation that the proposal is subject to Environmental Impact Assessment
under Part 5 of the EP&A Act

The RUS Land Use Table of the Balranald Local Environmental Plan 2010 provides Communily
Buildings to be permitted with consent under [tem 3 of the Table.

Clause 65(3)a)(ili) of the State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 provides Visior
infarmation Cenfers to be parmitted withoul consent.

Therefore, the project is subject to assessment under Part 5 of the Environmental Flanning and
Assessment Act 1997, with the Balranald Shire Council being the determining authaority.

3.3 Legislative and Policy Framework

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 requires the assessment and mitigation of the
environmental impacts of any works proposed in this plan.

3.4 Management Purposes and Principles

Council aims to provide and maintain community assets and infrastructure in a strategic and cost
effective manner.

4. ASSESSMENT STAGE

4.1 Description of the affected environment

The Township of Balranald with a population of 1200, encompasses approximately 6800 properties, with
Hospital, Police, Post Office, Shire Council, Churches and Schools, Service Centre and shopping, three
(3) Maotels, Club and Hotel, two (2) Service stations and Recreation area and Racecourse. The town is
refatively flat and located adjacent to the Murrumbidgee River with the Sturt Highway passing through
as the main tfransport route. Balranald has a full range of ufility services such as phone and data,
electricity, dual water service and sewarage reticulation.

4.2 Detailed assessment of the likely environmental impacts of the Proposal

The potential impacts of the project have been assessed in Section 6.

4.3 Main Outcomes of the Proposed Project
4,3.1 Summary of beneficial outcomes

The proposed works will enhance the efficiency and flow by crealing connectivity between the core
group of buildings. This will also allow greater building control by staff not having to manage separated
buildings. Additional floor space also acts to permit greater volume of interpretative and community
information.
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4.3.2 Summary of adverse outcomes
Minimal adverse oulcomeas will result from the proposad development. Minor shorf-term construction
and traffic impacts Including exclusion of vehicles and pedestrians from the immediate area of works

will occur during construction, astimated to be around 12 weeks. Minor noise, odours, or dust impacts
May OCeur.

5. IMPLEMENTATION STAGE
5.1 Work to commence
The proposed work will be conducted in early February 2022,

5.2 Period of construction

The construction for the proposed work 1s expected (o be complated within 12 waaks,

6. CONSIDERATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS

6.1 Clause 228(2) matters of consideration

When considering the environmenial impacts of a project, the factors which need fo be faken info
account are listed in Clause 228(2) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000,
To ensura that the likely impacts of the proposed activities on the natural and built environment are fully
considered, each of these factors have bean addressed balow.

Table 1: Clause 228(2) Checklist

Environmental Factor Impact Reason
a) Any environmental impact Moise, odour, dust, and traffic impacts are anticipated but these will
on a community? be minor and temporary in nalure. There will also be removal of
demaolition materials to the Balranald landfill for recovery and
disposal
Minor

The proposed work would not have any impact on other community
services and infrastructure such as power, water, waste
management, educalional, medical or social services.

b) Any transformation of a The locality affected by the proposed work is within the township
locality? Mil area. it is not envisaged that the scale of the proposal is likely to be
significantly locality transformative,
¢} Any environmental impact The township is a heavily modified environmeant with remnant native
on the ecosystems of a vegetation (redgum, mallee and bax trees), introduced species and
locality? Nil | Jawns. No ecosystem impacts are envisaged due to the small area
of construction and no requirements for clearing.
d) Any reduction of the The work are not of a significant bulk or scale that will cause
aesthetic, recreational, | significant impact on the aesthelic, recreational, scientific or
selantific or other Mil amvironmantal qualities of the locality.

environmental quality or
value of a locality?

&) Any effect on a locality, The work will not affect a locality, place or building known for its
place or building having Nil significant aesthetic, anthropological, archaeological, architectural,
aesthetic, anthropological, cultural, historical, scientific or social values.
archaeological,
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Environmental Factor Impact Reason
architectural, cultural, There are no items listed on Councils LEP in proximity to the works.
historical, scientific or
social significance or
other special value for

| present generations?

f} Any impact on habitat of No significant or native flora or fauna impacts are proposed,
any protected fauna
{within the meaning of the Hil
Mational Parks and Wildlife |
Act 1974)7 | ;

gl Any endangering of any The proposal would not endanger any species of animal, plant or
species of animal, plant or ather form of life, whether living on land, in water or in the air due to
other form of life, whether Nil the limited scope of works for the activities covered in this REF and
living on land, in water or the implementation of the safeguards proposed in this REF.
in the air?

'h) Any long-term effects on There are no anticipated negative longlerm effects on the
the environment? il environmeni from the works due fo the limited scope of these works

and the implemantation of the control measures.

i} Any degradation of the The proposal would polentially degrade the quality of the
quality of the environment in the short- tarm through vehicular activities and noise,
anvironment? Minor | odour and dust impacts attributed to construction, however the

patential impacts would be minor and temporary in nature. Works
) would be generally carried out during normal working hours.

j}  Any risk to the safety of The proposal would have minimal risk to the safety of the

the environment? environment due to the limited scope of works for the activities
Minor | covered in this REF, and the potential impacts would be minimised
with the implementation of the control measures proposed in the

REF.

k) Any reduction in the range The proposal will not cause a reduction in beneficial uses of the
of beneficial uses of the Hil environment.
environment? ) ]

I} Any pollution of the The proposal could potentially cause pollution of the environment
environment? Minor | however the potential impacts would be minimised with the

implementation of the control measures proposed in this REF.

"m) Any environmental The waste generated during the proposal would be contained and
problems associated with removed for disposal to approved recycling facilities or to appropriate
the disposal of waste? Nil landfill in accordance with the control measures proposed in this

REF. Mo significant environmental impacts are anticipated for the
disposal of waste.

n) Any increased demands The proposal would not significantly increase demands on
on resources, natural or resources, which are, or are likely to become, in short supply.
otherwise which are, or are Nil Relatively small amounts of materials would be required for the
likely to become, in short proposal.
supply? _

o) Any cumulative No significant projects are foreseen around the proposed works.
environmental effect with Maintenance work will occur however these will not cause significant
other existing or likely il | environmental effects, I
future activities? =

p) Any impact on coastal Tha works are not proposed in proximity to coastal areas.
processes and coastal
hazards including those Mil
projected under climate
change conditions? - e
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7. SUMMARY OF CONTROL MEASURES

Balranald Shire Council will ensure control measures identified in this report are implemented to reduce
the potential for any adverse impacts of the project.

7.1 Landforms, Geology and Soils

=  Appropriate stockpiling of materials will take place away from drainage lines, waterways and
drains at the Balranald Shire Council Depaot.

« Excavated material will be assessed for reuse as part of Councils normal urban activities.

«  Spoil removed from site to be disposed of at Councils Waste Disposal site as appropriate,

=  Site rehabilitation of disturbed area to be undertaken progressively as activities are complated
during the proposal,

+ Adequate drainage measuras must be provided to mitigate ingress of surface water runoff to
open excavation trenches and public storm water drains,

7.2 Water quality, hydrology and soils.

«  Erosion and sediment controls deemed necessary will be inspected daily and recorded.
« Erosion and sediment controls will be implemeanted to profect existing council storm water
infrastructure if deemed necassary.

7.3 Air Quality

# Dust suppression, to be carred oul on site, using aither water (in compliance with water
resirictions) or ground cover.

« Any maching or plant that is producing excessive visual exhaust is to be repaired or removed
from site

»  Trucks transporting spoil and other waste materials from the site will be covered appropriately.

+ Disturbed areas will be rehabilitated as soon as practicable,

7.4 Biodiversity

# Mo significant or native vegetation clearing is proposad.
« |f any fauna species are identified on site, Wilkdlife Information, Rescue and Education
Services (WIRES) will be contacted to relocate it offsite io a suitable habitat area.

7.5 Noise

«  Hours of works (o be maintained between Tam and Gpm Monday to Friday and Fam o 12pm
Saturdays, no work to be undertaken on Sundays.

« Carrying out site inductions for all workers informing them of the surrounding receivers and
the importanca of reducing noisa lavels.

«  Avoid the use of reversing alarms by designing the site layout 1o avoid reversing.

= Molifications will be distributed to potentially impacted local residents prior to constructon,
providing information such as total construction time, what works are expected to be noisy,
their duration, what is being done to minimise noise and when respite periods will ocour.

+  Acontact number for complaints will be available during construction phase and all complaints
to be taken into consideration with a view to amicable resolution,
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7.6 Indigenous Heritage

If any Aboriginal object is discovered andfor harmed in, or under the land, while undertaking the
proposed development activities, the proponent must:

Mot further harm the object
Immediately cease all work at the particular location
Secure the area so as to avoid further harm to the Abariginal object
Notify Heritage NSW as soon as practical on 131555, providing any details of the Abariginal
object and its location

» Mot recommence any work at the particular location unless authorised in writing by

Heritage NSWW

In the event that skeletal remains are unexpectedly encountered during the activity, work must
stop immediately, the area secured to prevent unauthorised access and NSW Police and
Heritage NSW contacted.

- ® ® @

7.7 Non Indigenous Heritage

= If any items suspected of being non-indigenous heritage are found, work will cease in the area
until the item can be verified by a heritage consultant, be reported to the Heritage NSW and
the relevant approvals sought.

7.8 Waste

*  Separation of general waste from construction waste will be carried out on site.
+ Al excavated material will be inspected and assessed for contamination and disposed of
accordingly.

7.9 Mational Construction Code 2018

The existing bullding arrangement consists of three (3) individual buildings:

Café area; Clazs 6
Ratall area; Class 6
Interpretive area: Claszs 9(b)

The connection of this core group of buildings will create a single building of areund 700m?. The proposal
will incorporate Mational Construction Code 2019 requirements to the whole of the building, including,
but not limited to:

Fira services
Emergency lighting
Provision for escape
Light and ventilation

- F = W
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8. DECLARATION

Thiz review of Environmental Factors provides a true and fair review of the proposal in relation to its
potential effects on the environment. It addresses to the fullest extent possible, all matters affecting or
likely to affect the anvironmant as a result of the proposad project,

MName [print): Ray Mitchell

Signed: }g

w5 18/1672

| have examined this Review of Ervironmantal Factors and accept tha Raview of Environmantal Factors
on behall of Balranald Shire Counecil.

Mame (print). Ray Dawvy
Signed: \ \ _:LA\ el |
i R

, -E-."‘q
Designation: Director Infrastruciure & Developrment

Date: 1€.10 * 20
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Appendix 2: Architectural Interpretation of Proposal
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