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Location: Theatre Royal, Market St   Start Time:  4.00-5:30 pm 

Or via Zoom: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71228415831?pwd=Gix1JK9Eyzs2UAmZFFIGH0f3n-c1It.1  

Meeting ID: 712 2841 5831    Passcode: G2CbbA 

 

1. Opening of Meeting 

 

2. Acknowledgement of Country 

We pay our respect to the Traditional Custodians of the Lands where we hold this meeting and 

pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging. 

 

3. Apologies: Nat Lay, Michelle White, Mandy Haley 

Present: Sue Balshaw (left at 4:55pm), Lyn F, Emma Moore, Lea Myers, Mike Colreavy, Glenn 

Wilcox, Rachael Williams  

 

4. Previous Minutes (FEB 2022) – Moved Lyn Second Sue, carried 

 

5. Disclosures of Interest –  

 

Guest Speaker – Jenene House 

Associate Community & Safety Partner, Community & Place - Transport for NSW 

jenene.m.house@transport.nsw.gov.au  

0477 705 126 

55 Currajong Street Parkes NSW 2870 

 

Jenene is the Transport NSW representative for the Balranald, Wentworth and Broken Hill LGAs 

and our key contact in this space (Jenene’s PPT is attached). Issues discussed included:  
- Current situation of St Joseph’s Principal picking up a number of students each day to get them 

to school (noting school buses at that end of town are coming in from Euston already at 

capacity). Explore need for dedicated bus service.  

- Support required for a number of students travelling to Swan Hill each day for school to ensure 

safe travel for them, all commuting students and the bus driver. Jenene will commence this 

conversation by talking the to the Principals of the Swan Hill schools involved, before then 

hearing from parents etc. SCAIW to support with connecting Jenene to the schools and families  

- Jenene with Council is working to re-commence the program to support local community 

members secure their Medium Rigid (MR) drivers licence  

  

 

6. Reports from Council / Chair  

Glenn Wilcox:  

Follow-up happening on DIAP plan, letters going out to community groups. Current Council is 

looking to widen footpaths for multiuse – gophers etc, ensure all-ability playgrounds – all 

playgrounds will be upgraded over time. Remarking of all disabled carparks around town 

(Council has bought a hand held line marker to enable this). 

 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71228415831?pwd=Gix1JK9Eyzs2UAmZFFIGH0f3n-c1It.1
mailto:jenene.m.house@transport.nsw.gov.au
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In addition to the DIAP Council are currently seeking feedback on several plans (these are all 

available for view on Council’s website): 
- Community Strategic Plan  

- Delivery Plan  

- Operations Plan 

 

Council is also looking to develop 10-year village plans – for total enhancement (mostly grant 

funded) of our communities  

Council has committed to developing the annual budget earlier and with a clear revenue policy 

which is easy for the community to read, understand and follow.  

 

Mike Colreavy:  

New General Manager will be announced 5pm 25th March 2022 – will commence on the 26th 

April, Glenn will stay on until the end of the year to provide back-up in financial mgt. Mike notes 

significant improvements as a result of Glenn’s work and the consultants that have been 
employed over the past months.  

 

Bidgee Haven Hostel (BHH) update:  

Current budget will have variations come May 2022 – so is under review. Hostel major 

budgetary areas remain to be corrected, currently reviewing all Medicare back payments to 

ensure full possible amounts being collected, this will enable the further improvement of 

services to residents etc  

As we work through the current BHH operations and model we will come up with a better model 

of how we do this – including staffing  

Aim to give community a very clear understanding of P&L so community can make well-

informed decisions regarding the service on-going.  

Mike and Glenn going on a tour of other Aged Care facilities to understand workings and 

opportunities  

Mike put the BHH divestment decision on hold until February 2022 to allow further information to 

be gathered and Advisory Committee Chairs to gain a deeper understanding of the issues 

involved. Chairs changed position from complete resistance to ‘perhaps’ - with the right 

arrangement for partial divestment, sub-contracting of certain elements etc being considered.  

Community will have input when a more detailed plan of how BHH might operate longer term is 

drafted.  

Mike not willing to put the council at the financial risk of the Hostel expansion until he is 

completely confident that this is the best choice. Promises it will not close (as the current 

service), best case scenario is that we retain community ownership of the building “bricks and 
mortar” and perhaps divest mgt.  
Re expansion – the Commonwealth is not asking for the money to be returned so can safely 

proceed without losing the funding. Currently sending variations to contract to ensure the money 

stays even after the federal election. Also will claim back from grant some of the $$ already 

spent.   

 

Update on 3 BHH Independent Living Units – all 3 units will be occupied as of next week.  

13 residents in the hostel (could have 15 if the double room was filled). 

 

Council looks viable going into the future – Advisory Committee structure is working.  
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7. Correspondence / Connections of note 

Follow-up: MOTION the SCAIW Advisory Committee seeks formal advice from Council 

regarding progress of the initiative to place the two donated transportables from the 

Accommodation Village at the Balranald Caravan Park as emergency accommodation. Moved: 

Nat Lay, Seconded Sue Balshaw. Carried. 

 

Council has no record of this arrangement. Glenn met with Accommodation Village owners last 

week – they also were not aware of this arrangement.  

Rachael to follow up with Sue Balshaw to secure further details.  

An opportunity may also exist re Euston Club – as they had some decommissioned caravan 

park buildings – ask Guy Fielding  

Council has secured a grant of $700K for Balranald caravan park improvements  

 

Glenn noted re Emergency accommodation – unused Shire houses could be used in this space. 

Caravan Park might not be ideal because high traffic area (which would feel insecure / 

unsettling to vulnerable clients). Glenn will review and come back to the committee re possible 

council houses which may be suitable.  

 

 

8. Planning for Health & Wellbeing Visiting and Local Services Networking EXPO  
- 

- Sponsorship – PHN & Health Direct have donated $500 each towards cost of lunch, Emma 

indicated MaariMa could manage short fall in funding 

- Registrations to date – 15 services have registered for stands, Rachael to circulate actual 

organisations registered to Advisory Committee – individual members to follow up with key 

services not registered 

- Catering – Advisory Committee agreed on Bakery (Em to organise). Noted that Bowling Club 

could do next time.  

- Set-up / pack-up – commence at 9am 7th April at Theatre Royal, stalls arrive from 10am. 

Expo commences at 11am. 

- Promoting locally to the community, agreement to do letter box drop (Rachael to organise). 

Lyn to promote through RSL, Bingo etc 

- Media promotions, Rachael to email media outlets. 

- Review of site and layout plan – layout will depend on number of services registered 

- Lyn will ‘staff’ table at entrance to record number of community members attending  
- Launch at 12pm Rachael to invite Mike Colreavy to launch  

 

 

9. Review of Service Directory development - Partnering with HealthDirect 

Through meetings organised by Western NSW PHN Health Direct have been engaged to 

support with the data gathering and development of the Service Directory. This is a great 

outcome for the Advisory Committee as the service is free, HealthDirect handles updates etc so 

has strong sustainability. HealthDirect will attend the Expo as a way of both starting to capture 

services for the Directory and also sharing with the public how the HealthDirect service directory 

works.  
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10. Review of potential guest speakers to support priorities and workplan – no speakers discussed.  

 

11. Items without Notice – NIL  

 

12. Next Meeting (28th April 2022)  
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CHAIR: Iain Lindsay-Field      

MINUTES OFFICER: Simone Carmichael 

  

AGENDA ITEM DISCUSSION 
1. Meeting commenced at 5:38pm  

Attendees: 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  Iain Lindsay-Field (Chair)       Peter Lawler  

 Simone Carmichael (Secretary)      Sam Papa 

  Guy Fielding      Adrian Gorman 

  Dianne Williams (Zoom)      Linda Nelson 

      Bronwyn Brougham 

COUNCIL  

   Glenn Wilcox (BSC A/GM)      Hodi Beauliv (BSC Director Corp & Comm Dev.) 

    Mike Colreavy (BSC Administrator)      

  

GUESTS 

None  

 
 

2. Acknowledgement of country:  Iain 

 

1. 3. Apologies:  Linda, Guy, Glenn 
 

2. 4. Disclosures of Interest: Nil 

 

3. 5. Confirmation of minutes 

5.1 Confirm October meeting minutes – Moved Peter L, 2
nd

 Sam P. 

 

5.2 Confirm November meeting minutes – Moved Sam P, 2
nd

 Peter L. 

 

Discuss December & February meeting notes 

-  

4. 6. Business arising from minutes 

- Bidgee Haven – S35 Committee member applications extended to 18 March. 

 

- Windfarm developments – Peter enquired about a third proposed windfarm. Subsequent 

investigation by Simone has found the following information; “Goldwind Australia and 

Lacour Energy are exploring the potential for a wind farm in the Hays Plain area, part of the 

South-West Renewable Enery Zone (REZ). Baldon Wind Farm would be located ~15 km north of 

Moulamein, ~55 km east of Balranald and ~75 km south west of Hay in NSW. The project would 

sit within the Murray River and Hay Shire Council areas.” Source: https://baldonwindfarm.com/ 

Lengthy discussion held around how BSC and the community can benefit from these 

renewable energy developments. Discussion around traineeships, local employment, 

possible structure of a community foundation. 

 

- Feb notes – Business Register – Hodi said something they could do internally. She also 

informed the group March is “Small Business Month” and the shire have organized forums 
and training expos. 

 

- Day of meeting – Tuesday not a good day of the week for some members. Discussion held 

with decision made to keep the meeting on 1
st

 Tuesday of the month.  

 

https://baldonwindfarm.com/
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5. 7. Report from council meeting  

NO REPORT THIS MONTH 

8. New Business 

- GBITAC Annual Plan Review – Simone suggested the plan be reviewed for 2022. Iain and Hodi suggested 

meeting at Yanga Homestead on the 8
th

 March, 10am – 12 to discuss the GBITAC annual plan. 

 

6. 9.  Items Without Notice 

- Housing Shortage – Peter raised the issue of housing shortages in the shire impeding industry investment. 

Di mentioned the work done previously on the Mungo Street worker accommodation. Hodi talked about 

the Housing Strategy developed for Robinvale and a need to assess the drivers and inhibitors to 

investment. It is often not a lack of land but the cost of building.  

One idea put forward is the community foundation discussed in 6. Above could invest in infrastructure 

including housing. Hodi to invite Ray Mitchell to address GBITAC 

 

7. 10. MEETING CLOSED – 6:52pm  Next Meeting 5
th

 April 2022.  (since changed to 12
th

 April) 
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Euston Progressive Advisory Committee 

Monday 28
th

 March 2022 

Opening Meeting at 6.05pm 

Acknowledgement of Country 

Present: Glen Wilcox, Guy Fielding, Santina Zappia, Louie Zaffina, Bill Vandenberg, Glen Stewart, 

Rusty Roberts, Phill Ruddick, Richard Lucas, John Batchelor             

Apologies:  Gray Woodhead, Geoff & Jan Windmill 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 

 Moved by:  Louie Zaffina, 2
nd   

Rusty Roberts, Carried.  

Matters Arising: 

Committee went through the points from Glen’s letter dated 16
th

 of March 2022. 

1: Footy oval; needs some up-keep bringing it up to standard. Council has sent a letter to 

Robinvale/Euston Football club to arrange a meeting to discuss what needs to be done. 

2: Repairs to footpath & guttering at Euston Pub; repairs were carried out on 21
st

 of February2022. 

3: Cleaning of gutters outside of Euston Post Office has been done. Need to inform council if more 

problems with the gutters. 

4: Village Plan; contractor has been commissioned. 

5: Employment of 3
rd

 person for Euston; Council have received 3 applications but no one appointed as 

yet. 

6: Grant Funding for “Upgrade of the Recreation Reserve Entrance”. Negotiations with Transport NSW 
are underway about including Euston in signage program. Council is meeting a landscape architect on 

Thursday. 

7: Tiling at Benanee Toilets done. 

8: Tapaulin Mail Road; Council will follow up with contractors. 

9: Painting of house numbers on curbs; Euston maintenance workers have been provided with stencils, 

but it is up to the individual or a committee to paint the numbers. Council will supply paint & stencils. 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING ATTACHMENTS 19 APRIL 2022 

 

Item 7.3 - Attachment 1 Page 11 

10: Council will ask TFNSW to put up signs regarding heavy vehicles using engine brakes in residential 

areas. 

11: Insulation of Euston Recreation Ground clubrooms; Council has asked a builder to install the bats. 

12: Netball court changed to a Covered Multi-purpose court facility; Council waiting on State 

Government to get the go ahead. Designs and quotes are ready. 

13: Council Presence in Euston; Council staff attend Euston weekly, a request to meet staff can be 

arranged by calling Council office. 

14: Maintenance Schedule; Council will not provide a maintenance schedule as it may change day to 

day. 

15: Intersections of Bertram Rd and Taylor Rd; money has been spent on road calming. 

16: Public Toilet block on Murray Terrace; Council has asked staff to clean the toilet block 3 time a week. 

17: There will be Community Consultation on new toilets and change room amenities at the Euston 

Recreation Reserve.     

18: Grants that have received approval are waiting on State Government for the go ahead. 

19: Committee Meeting Minutes; Some answers will be verbal or in writing, but recommendations in 

writing. 

Correspondence: 

 Glen Wilcox letter on responses of committee questions. 

 Tourist workshop. 

 Growing beyond Covid dinner.  

Items without notice:  

Santina: We would like to see more community entertainment (e.g.: like we had with Sara Storer on the 

oval). Need to talk to Connie to see if there is funding for Euston. 

Louie: Does Council have any influence on the Highway between Euston & Mildura? We need to have 

overtaking lanes as the highway is becoming unsafe with the growing traffic. Recommend council talk to 

Traffic NSW or partition Sussan Ley. 

Glen: Glen showed the committee a draft of the special Community News Letter and discussed the 

improvements that have been made in Euston. There will be a letter box drop to the Euston public. The 

new General Manager is Jeff Sawiak and will commence his duties on 26
th

 of April 2022.  
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Recommendations to Council: Can council put up a post in the Euston Community Board 

(at the Post Office) of all the contact people and their roles, in Council. 

Next Meeting: 

Tuesday April 26
th

 6pm at Euston Club 

Meeting Closed at 7.20pm 
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DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY 
 

GENERAL MANAGER 
 

Resolution No:  
 
 
In accordance with the provisions of Section 377 of the Local Government Act, 1993 
Council hereby delegates to the General Manager, Mr Jeff Sowiak delegated authority to 
exercise or perform on behalf of Council the following powers, authorities, duties and 
functions:- 
 
 

A. Council Meeting and Operations 

GMM01 

To determine matters which are included in the Business Papers of Council 
and its Committees, subject to the inclusion of the following items when they 
arise, namely: 

(i) reports on matters which cannot be determined under delegated 
authority; 

(ii) reports required to be submitted under any Act or Regulation; 

(iii) matters requiring a determination of Policy; 

(iv) reports directed by the Council to be submitted; 

(v) matters essential for the Council's information; 

(vi) matters requested by the Administrator/Mayor. 

GMMO2 To invite a group or individual to address any Council Committee. 

GMM03 
To lay information, to make application for search warrants, to make 
complaints, to initiate and carry on any proceedings and to represent Council 
in any Court on any matter. 
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GMM04 

To affix the Council's Common Seal to documents provided that an attestation 
is still provided with each affixation of the Seal by the signatures of at least one 
(1) member of the Council's staff and the Administrator/Mayor or Deputy 
Mayor. 

GMM05 
To respond to media publicity on Council matters and to issue media releases 
and make statements to the media on behalf of Council. 

B. General Administration 

GMA01 To approve recommendations of the Consultative Committee. 

GMA02 
To disclose Council records in line with the Government Information (Public 
Access) Act 2009 (GIPA Act) Balranald Shire Council Publication Guide in 
consultation with Council’s Public Officer. 

GMA03 
To enter into Pipeline Agreements with the State Government Authorities or 
their successor. 

GMA04 

To exercise the power of entry and to authorise other employees of Council to 
have that power of entry under: 

(a) The provisions of the Local Government Act, 1993 Section 191, 191A, 
192 and 193. 

(b) The provisions of Section 119E of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act, 1979. 

(c) The provisions of Section 28 of the Swimming Pools Act, 1992. 

(d) The provisions of Section 66 of the Rural Fires Act, 1997 (in line with 
Service Level Agreement). 

(e) The provisions of Section 37 of the Food Act, 2003. 

(f) The provisions of Sections 47 and 72 of the Public Health Act, 1991. 

(g) The provisions of Section 164 of the Roads Act, 1993. 

(h) The provisions of Section 42 of the Impounding Act, 1993. 

(i) The provisions of Sections 111 and 196 of the Protection of the 
Environment Operations Act, 1997 

(j) The provisions of Sections 43, 44 and 50 of the Noxious Weeds Act, 
1993. 

(k) The provisions of the Companion Animals Act, 1998. 
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GMA05 

To exercise the powers of an authorised officer/person and appoint such 
persons under: 

(a) The Local Government Act, 1993; 

(b) The Impounding Act, 1993; 

(c) The Roads Act, 1993; 

(d) The Food Act, 2003; 

(e) The provisions of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act, 
1997 

(f) The Swimming Pools Act, 1992; 

(g) The Public Health Act, 1991; 

(h) The Rural Fires Act, 1997 (in line with Service Level Agreement); 

(i) The Noxious Weeds Act, 1993; 

(j) The Mines Inspection Act, 1901; 

(k) The provisions of the Companion Animals Act, 1998; 

(l) The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

GMA06 
To give approval to "approved forms" as defined by the Local Government Act, 
1993. 

GMA07 To issue references under Council letterhead. 

GMA08 

To authorise and undertake any necessary arrangements for the attendance of 
practical, technical and professional staff at any relevant course, seminar, 
congress meeting and conference but such approved attendance must be 
within budget limitations. 

GMA09 
To approve annual, sick, long service, special leave and leave without pay for 
Council employees. 

C. Finance 

GMF1 
To designate an employee of Council as the responsible accounting officer in 
accordance with Part 9 of the Local Government (General) Regulation, 2005. 

GMF2 

To declare each parcel of rateable land in the Balranald Shire Council area to 
be within one or other of the following categories:- 

 farm land 

 residential 

 mining 

 business 
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GMF3 

To accept payment of rates and charges due and payable by a person in 
accordance with an agreement made with the person and to write off or reduce 
interest accrued on rates or charges if the person complies with the 
agreement. 

GMF4 

To write off accrued interest on rates or charges payable by a person if the 
person is unable to pay the accrued interest for reasons beyond the person's 
control or where payment of the accrued interest would cause that person 
extreme hardship. 

GMF5 
To invest money in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act, 
1993. 

GMF6 
To approve reimbursement for shortages in the Cashier's tray up to $50 in any 
one case. 

GMF7 
To approve the submission of tenders, quotations and estimates for private 
works. 

GMF8 
To authorise the refund of fees in total or in part in respect of applications 
either refused by Council or withdrawn by the applicant. 

GMF9 
To authorise the release of any bond or bank guarantee where the required 
works or services have been completed in accordance with approvals granted 
by Council 

GMF10 
To require the lodgement of a cleaning deposit for the hiring of Council's parks, 
ovals, sporting facilities or buildings. 

GMF11 
To prepare and lodge applications for the payment of a Library Subsidy in 
accordance with Section 13 of the Library Act, 1939. 

GMF12 
To authorise expenditure of Council for works and services required in 
accordance with the adopted annual budget of Council up to a maximum of 
$250,000. 

GMF13 
To initiate, negotiate and authorise royalty agreements on Council's behalf with 
local landholders for the acquisition of resources in the performance of 
Council's works program. 

GMF14 
To engage (or dismiss) contractors on an hourly, daily, weekly or monthly 
basis for works in accordance with Council's Work Program. 

GMF15 
To authorise the hire of Council's plant and resources for private works at 
comprehensive hire rates or at suitably negotiated rates. 

GMF16 
To write off accrued interest on rates and charges payable by a ratepayer who 
is paying by instalments in accordance with the provisions relating to the 
annual rate levy, Council's policy. 

GMF17 
To destroy Council records in accordance with the provisions of the State 
Records Act 1998 (NSW). 
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GMF18 
To expend Council's maintenance votes in accordance with, and subject to the 
limits as adopted by Council in the annual budget. 

GMF19 
To write off Rates and Charges and other debts owed to  Council as per its 
policies as per Section 131 of the Local Government Act 1993 and Section 213 
of Local Government Regulations. 

D. Roads 

GMR1 
To close roads and bridges temporarily or impose load limits subject to the 
provisions of the Roads Act, 1993, for repair or construction when necessary. 

GMR2 

To approve applications for permission to open streets, subject to the proviso 
that applications received from private individuals (other than from State and 
Commonwealth authorities) shall not be approved until the cost of 
reinstatement has been paid in full. 

GMR3 
To deal with all matters relating to the alteration or deletion of easements or 
restrictions as to use pursuant to Section 88 (B) of the Conveyancing Act. 

GMR4 
To issue approvals for structures on footways pursuant to Sections 125 and 
126 of the Roads Act, 1993. 

GMR5 
To give direction to remove obstructions or encroachments on public road 
pursuant to Section 107 of the Roads Act, 1993. 

GMR6 To approve ramp and gate installations in accordance with Council policy. 

GMR7 
To approve the movement of stock, machinery or any other materials along or 
across any Council controlled road or through any built up area of the Shire, 
subject to any provisions of the Roads Act, 1993. 

E. Town Planning / Building Control 

GMPB1 
To determine the amount of any bond required to be lodged by developers as 
security for completion of works. 

GMPB2 
To exercise Council's power under the Environmental Planning Assessment 
Act to commence the preparation of a draft Local Environmental Plan and a 
Draft Development Control Plan. 

GMPB3 
To issue or serve approvals and orders under the provisions of Chapter 7 of 
the Local Government Act, 1993 and regulations thereunder including the 
extension, renewal, modification and revocation of any approval granted. 

GMPB4 
To implement Regulation 157c of the Construction Safety Act relating to 
Amusement Devices. 

GMPB5 
To implement the provisions of the Environmental Restoration and 
Rehabilitation Trust Act, 1990 as an authorised delegate under such Act. 
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GMPB6 
To consider and determine objections and seek the concurrence of the 
Director-General of the Division of Local Government in relation to such 
objections under Section 82 of the Local Government Act, 1993. 

GMPB7 To approve the re-location and re-positioning of buildings. 

GMPB8 
To approve the classification or re-classification of buildings under the 
provisions of the Local Government (General) Regulations, 2005 and the issue 
of appropriate certificates and statements. 

GMPB9 
To approve or refuse the issue of Building Certificates pursuant to the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 as amended. 

GMPB10 
To authorise the service of orders on owners, builders or other persons to 
correct any breach of any approval or defects in buildings and structures. 

GMPB11 
To approve unconditionally or subject to conditions or refuse applications 
received in respect to the construction of fences, advertising signs and street 
banners. 

GMPB12 
To approve, subject to the payment of fees fixed by Council from time to time 
and pursuant to Section 68 of the Local Government Act, 1993 the erection of 
hoardings on footpaths. 

GMPB13 
To consider the applications and to issue unconditionally or subject to 
conditions or refuse applications for the occupation of caravans or other 
temporary accommodation on building sites. 

GMPB14 
To grant or refuse the extension/renewal of building approvals issued by 
Council. 

GMPB15 
To approve the variation of building lines where such variation is of a minor 
significance. 

GMPB16 
To accept or reject certifications submitted under Section 93 of the Local 
Government Act, 1993. 

GMPB17 
To approve Development Applications for all developments/classes of 
buildings where no substantial community objection is registered. 

GMPB18 
To refuse Development Applications that do not comply with legislation, 
Council’s LEP or DCP. 

GMPB19 
To authorise, where appropriate, the determination of Land and Environment 
Court matters by an Assessor of the Court. 

GMPB20 

To grant a departure from a development standard pursuant to the various 
Development Control Plans where that provision is available and where such 
departure is considered to be in accordance with the overall aims and 
objectives of the relevant plan. 
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GMPB21 

To serve any notices or orders or intention of any notice or order under the 
provisions of the Local Government Act and Regulations, Environmental 
Offences and Penalties Act and Regulations, Public Health Act and 
Regulations, Food Act and Regulations, Protection of the Environment Act, 
1997 and regulations. 

GMPB22 
Pursuant to any delegation from the Director-General of the Department of 
Health to issue clean up notices under Section 51 of the Food Act, 1989. 

GMPB23 
Pursuant to any delegation from the Director-General of the Department of 
Health to serve Orders for Closure under Section 52 of the Food Act, 1989. 

GMPB24 
To approve or refuse applications for the installation of waste treatment 
devices and human waste storage facilities under Section 68 of the Local 
Government Act, 1993. 

GMPB25 
To issue Undertaker and Mortuary approvals pursuant to Section 68 of the 
Local Government Act, 1993. 

GMPB26 
To authorise the carrying out of work by Council pursuant to Section 678 of the 
Local Government Act, 1993. 

GMPB27 
To reject applications for approval pursuant to Section 85 of the Local 
Government Act, 1993. 

F. Bushfire / Emergency Services 

GMBE1 
To authorise the release of Council plant and other resources to assist 
firefighting and emergency work. 

GMBE2 
To authorise the use of Council resources to support the Balranald Local 
Emergency Management Committee, Balranald Local Emergency Operations 
Controller or Balranald State Emergency Service Local Controller. 

GMBE3 
To authorise the use of Council's resources and exercise the powers conferred 
under Section 36 of the Environmentally Hazardous Chemicals Act, 1985. 

GMBE4 
To make Council appointments to the Balranald Local Emergency 
Management Committee pursuant to the State Emergency Rescue and 
Management Act, 1989. 

G. Impounding / Stock Control/Saleyards 

GMI1 
To appoint Impounding Officers and authorised persons to impound and/or 
destroy certain animals and articles pursuant to the Impounding Act, 1993. 

GMI2 
To implement the provisions of the Companion Animals Act 1999 and 
regulations and serve any notice for breaches of the subject Act and 
Regulations. 
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GMI3 

To issue any temporary grazing permits for public roads or for any Council 
controlled lands in accordance with Council's policy on this matter, or any other 
appropriate State or Federal legislation or any reasonable conditions of 
approval as determined by the General Manager. 

H. Miscellaneous Operational Matters 

GMMM1 
To determine applications for use of public roads for walkathons, charitable 
collections, motorcar trials, bicycle races and the like where the involvement of 
the Balranald Local Traffic Committee is not specifically required. 

GMMM2 
To determine the conditions of use of Council's parks gardens and reserves 
and other places in accordance with section 632 of the Local Government Act, 
1993. 

GMMM3 To vary the dates of opening and closing of the Balranald Pool Complex. 

GMMM4 
To impose and enforce any necessary restrictions to the water supplies of 
Balranald and Euston. 

GMMM5 
To issue pavement concessions for aircraft wishing to use the Balranald 
Aerodrome in accordance with the guidelines issued by the Department of 
Transport. 

GMMM6 
In consultation with the Administrator/Mayor the authority to approve or refuse 
applications for mineral explorations throughout the Shire unconditionally or 
subject to any appropriate conditions. 

GMMM7 
To approve the free utilisation of Council plant and equipment to charitable, 
service, voluntary and community organisations within the Shire in accordance 
with Council's policy. 

GMMM8 
To issue NOTAMS advices to the CASA in accordance with appropriate 
legislative requirements. 
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 BACKGROUND 

Chapter 15 of The Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) sets out the requirements for 

levying and payment of rates and charges. Council issues an annual rate notice on all 

ratable land within the Shire on an annual basis.  Council may also levy an annual charge for 

Commercial or Domestic Waste Management, Water and Sewer Access, Storm water 
Management Levy and for actual usage including Water Usage and Sewer Discharge usage.  

Council also issues Sundry Debtor invoices for user fees and charges under various 
provisions of the Act and the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (the 
Regulations). These fees and charges are calculated to recoup Council’s costs of service 
delivery for the respective items.  

This policy replaces Council’s previous policies for collection of Outstanding Rates and 
policy for collecting of Fees and Charges, both adopted February 2017.  

POLICY OBJECTIVE 

The objective of this policy is to ensure monies owed to Council are recovered in a timely, 
efficient and effective manner in order to finance Council’s operations and ensure effective 
cash flow management and good financial control. While carrying out this responsibility 
Council will: 

• Treat all people fairly, with integrity and consistently under this policy 
• Treat all matters under this policy confidentially 
• To be sympathetic to ratepayers and other debtors suffering genuine financial 
hardship 
• Ensure effective control over debts owed to Council  
• To fulfill the statutory requirement of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) with 

respect to the recovery of rates, charges and other debts. 
• Outline the principles and guidelines that apply to the recovery and management of 

overdue Rates, Water Consumption Charges and Sundry Debtor accounts  
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SCOPE 

This policy will apply to all ratepayers and sundry debtors of Balranald Shire Council  

This policy applies to Council staff with delegated responsibility for carrying out the 
procedures, and debt recovery agents who act on behalf of Council.  
POLICY STATEMENT 

Council will carry out debt recovery in a fair and consistent manner and in accordance with 
the provisions of the Act, to manage its finances in a thorough and timely manner. 
  
 PROVISIONS 

 Rates and Annual Charges  

 Annual rates and charges notices are issued in July of each year. These may be paid 
in a single instalment or by quarterly instalments. If paid in a single instalment, the instalment 
is payable by 31 August. If payment is made by quarterly instalments, the instalments are 
payable by 31 August, 30 November, 28 February and 31 May.  

 Annual Rate and charges Notices, quarterly Instalment Notices and Water Notices are 
issued 30 days before the due date.  

a) Reference: Section 562 Local Government Act 1993  

 Water and Sewer Consumption Charges 

Water and Sewer charges are billed quarterly, in arrears. Invoices are issued 30 days before 
the date due for payment. 

b) Reference: Section 502 Local Government Act 1993  

Sundry Debtors  

Council issues debtor invoices for numerous services, including private works, as set out in 
Council’s Fees and Charges. Council also issues invoices for services provided by Bidgee 
Haven Hostel, lease fees, rental income, and other sundry income, including goods 
purchased by tender.  

Council reserves the right to refuse credit for private works where a property owner has 
other overdue amounts owing to Council or has a poor payment history with Council. Council 
may also, on a case by case basis, require a 50% deposit prior to works commencing.  

c) Statement of accounts are issued at the end of every month, and are due within 30 

days.  

d) Reference: Section 608, 610(a-f) Local Government Act 1993  

e) Local Government (General) Regulation 2005  

Interest  

Council charges interest, calculated on a simple daily basis, on amounts that become 

overdue, including rates, charges and sundry debtors. The maximum rate of interest is 

determined annually by the Department of Local Government and advertised in the NSW 
Government Gazette. 
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Council may waive or write off accrued interest charges in mitigating circumstances affecting 

the ratepayer, e.g. hospitalisation, death in the family, illness or other reasons that may 

cause the person financial hardship. Write offs are approved by a staff member or General 
Manager according to Council’s delegation policy or by Council resolution. Council will be 
under no obligation to write off such charges. 

Interest charges which have been incorrectly raised by Council will be written off. 

f) Reference: Section 566 and 567 Local Government Act 1993  

Reminder Notices  

A Reminder Notice will be sent for outstanding amounts after 14 days of the due date, to 
those ratepayers or debtors who have not made satisfactory payment arrangements. This 
notice will provide the ratepayer or debtor a total of the amount overdue and option of paying 
by a suitable payment arrangement. Reminder Notices will request payment within 14 days 
from date of issue and advise legal action may commence if payment is not made in full or a 
suitable arrangement entered into.  

Outstanding Water – Notice to restrict water supply  

If the ratepayer fails to pay following a Reminder Notice for water usage, or does not enter 
into an acceptable payment plan, they may be notified of Councils “Intent to restrict the water 
supply” in 14 days from the date of that notice. Where the amount outstanding exceeds 
$1000 the General Manager may, after approval of Council, organise disconnection of the 
water supply in place of restriction. 

This notification will be hand delivered to the property in addition to being sent by registered 
post. 

Where a notice of intent to restrict water supply is issued, and the amount is not paid within 
the designated 14 working days, Council staff will implement the notified actions and 
commence immediate debt recovery action. 

In the event that amounts outstanding are paid after water supply has been restricted the 
ratepayer will be responsible for paying all water supply disconnection and restoration costs 
to Council prior to water supply being restored.  

Reference: Clause 13 (1) (b) Local Government (Water Services) Regulation 1999 

Payment Arrangements  

Rates and Water payment arrangements should be calculated over a maximum period of 12 
months and include payment of current rates as they fall due during the period of the 
arrangement. Under special circumstances this may be extended to two years upon 
application for relief under Council’s Financial Hardship Assistance Policy. Payments can be 
made weekly, fortnightly, monthly or by other suitable arrangements. Where a ratepayer 
wishes to repay a debt over a period greater than 12 months, a ‘Default Judgement’ may be 
obtained to secure the debt. Any legal fees and charges will be charged against the account.  

Debtors payment arrangements should be calculated over a maximum period of 3 months. 
Council can suspend ongoing private works agreements if a previous invoice becomes 
outstanding, and the amount has not been paid or a payment arrangement entered into after 
a reminder notice issued. 
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Interest will continue to accrue on any arrears during the period of payment arrangement.  

Council does not accept transfer of land as payment in full of any debt.  

Any default in arrangements that occur for a period of one month without prior notification 
will result in Council issuing a warning that other debt collection avenues will commence. 
Consideration will be given for extension on a case by case basis if an acceptable reason is 
given for default in the payment plan.  

 Debt Recovery Action - Referral to Debt Collection Agency 

g) If a payment arrangement is not entered into following a reminder notice, Council will 

seek to contact the ratepayer or debtor by phone or email, if possible.  

h) If no further payment is made, a Final Notice will be issued by Council advising that 

the debt will be referred to Councils debt recovery agency to commence legal action. 

Legal action will be according to the provisions of the Act, and can include, but not 

limited to, the following options: 

 Issue and serve a summons, known as Statement of liquidated claim  
 Default Judgement (following a Affidavit of Debt lodged with the Court) 
 Writ of execution (following a Application to Issue Execution form lodged with the 

Court). Unless an Instalment Order by the debtor is accepted by the Court, this will 
enable the Sheriff to seize goods to the estimated value of the debt and place them 
for sale at public auction, and Council receive payment of the debt from the sale.  

 Garnishee issued for recovery by garnishee against the debtor’s salary or bank account, 
or garnishee rent if property has a tenant under section 569 of the Act. 

 Examination notice and order  
 Bankruptcy proceedings  
 Sale of land, according to section 713 of the Act where rates have been overdue for a 

minimum of 5 years or in the case of vacant land, after 12 months if the amount of 
the rates owing exceed the land value. Section 714-720 of the Act outline the process 
to follow for sale of land.  

Section 605 of the Act, allows costs incurred by Council in the recovery process, including 
professional costs, legal fees and collection fees to be added to the amount owing by the 
relevant debtor subject to any limitation in respect of the amount that can be recovered 
which is imposed by any statutory instrument. Any costs awarded to Council by a court are a 
charge on the land, and are payable according to section 550 of The Act. 

Writing off of debts  

Rates & Charges  

Rates or charges may only be written off in accordance with provisions of Clause 131 of the 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005. It allows debts to be written off only:  

a. if the debt is not lawfully recoverable, or  
b. as a result of a decision of court, or  
c. if Council or the General Manager believes on reasonable grounds that an attempt to 

recover the debt would not be cost effective.  
If a debt is written off under this section does not prevent Council from taking legal 
proceedings to recover the debt. Clause 131(1) of the Regulation states that amounts 
according to Council’s delegation may be written off by the General Manager. Amounts 
above the delegation can only be written off by resolution of Council. 

Other Debts owed to Council 
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Debts owing to Council other than for rates or other charges may only be written off in 
accordance with the provisions of Clause 213 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 
2005 or where the Act or any regulation in force under the Act, make specific provision for 
writing off those amounts in specified circumstances. In accordance with Clause 213(2) of 
the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 Council fixes an amount according to 
Council’s delegations as the amount above which debts to the Council may be written off 
only by resolution of the Council. Debts in relation to Concealed Water Leaks are the subject 
of a separate Policy. 

 Non Business Fees  
 Council may waive payment of, or reduce a non-business fee in a particular case if 
Council is satisfied that the case falls within a category of hardship or any other category in 
respect of which Council has determined payment should be so waived or reduced in 
accordance with Section 610E of the Local Government Act (Division 3 Council fees for non-
business activities). Council determines the following categories  
 1. Demonstrated financial hardship; or  
 2. As recompense for poor customer service or other error on the part of Council; or  
 3. The circumstances of a particular case, where full fee payment would be unreasonable 

or inequitable.  
 A Non Business Fee is any fee other than a fee for business activities defined in 
Section 610A of the Local Government Act, 1993 (Division 2 Council fees for business 
activities). 
 Confidentiality of Information 
Council will, at all times, maintain the confidentiality of information provided to it, or its staff 
members, in relation to an application under this Policy. 

Personal information provided will be managed in accordance with the Privacy and Personal 
Information Protection Act 1998 (PPIP Act). 

Council will not supply private credit agencies with information regarding legal action it has 
taken in the recovery of overdue amounts. However, Council recognises that judgement 
details are supplied to credit agencies by NSW courts. 

 DOCUMENTATION / COUNCIL AND EXTERNAL REFERENCES 

Local Government (General) Regulation 2005  
Local Government Act, 1993 
Local Government (Water Services) Regulation 1999 
Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 
Balranald Shire Council’s Policy for Assistance with Payment of Rates, Fees and Charges 
as a Result of Financial Hardship 
Balranald Shire Council’s Water Leak Policy 
 
 POLICY REVIEW 

 This policy will be reviewed four years from the date of formal adoption by Council or 
within 12 months of a Council election. 
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