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SHIRE OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Friday: 9am - 4.30pm

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES
Water & Sewer: 0418 322 902

Roads: 0427 273 741
Euston: 0419 693 956

SERVICE NSW
(within Balranald Shire Offices)
Tuesday to Friday: 9.30am - 4pm

CLOSED FOR LUNCH: 1PM - 1.45PM

BALRANALD LIBRARY
Monday to Friday: 9.30am - 5.30pm

CLOSED FOR LUNCH: 12PM - 1PM

BALRANALD SWIMMING POOL
The pool is currently closed for the

Winter Season.  Re-opens in
October/November

BALRANALD CARAVAN PARK
Daily: 8.30am - 6pm

BALRANALD LANDFILL
Tuesday & Thursday: 4pm - 6pm

Saturday: 10am - 1pm
Sunday: 10am - 3pm

CLOSED DURING WET WEATHER CONDITIONS

EUSTON LANDFILL
Tuesday & Thursday: 1pm - 6pm

Sunday: 9am - 3pm
CLOSED DURING WET WEATHER CONDITIONS
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From the Mayor’s Office
General Manager 

On 19 August 2025 at the Ordinary Council
Meeting, the council resolved to change the

terminology of General Manager (GM) to Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)

The term CEO is more aligned with most other Councils around
the country and better describes the position.

On 7 August, Council commenced advertising and recruitment of
a permanent GM, now CEO. Applications will be accepted up the
1 September 2025. Interviews will take place in person. As Mayor
and with the support of the Councillors we see this appointment
as a very important decision to make for the future of our Shire.
This is why we appointed an interim CEO for the time being so

we have time to search out the right person for the job. Its
important that we find the right person for our communities, a

CEO that understands our needs and is here for the long term.
Too many times has decisions for a CEO been made to appoint
and terminate for the wrong reasons, at a cost to you, the rate

payers, enough is enough. 

Bidgee Haven
The Councillors with staff held a workshop on Thursday 21

August 2025 concerning the Bidgee Haven Retirement Hostel.
This was very important step in the ongoing journey of seeking to

provide the best possible services to the Balranald Shire
community.

Councillors fully support the management and staff of Bidgee
Haven Retirement Hostel and believes that the hostel is a vital
community facility that must be retained and improved. Council
has commenced a $6million extension and refurbishment with

projects with designs currently being finalised and tender
documentation being prepared. Council also sought a $3Million

grant to further enhance the facility.
 



From the Mayor’s Office Continued
The 2024/2025 budget was overly optimistic and somewhat fictional based on two incorrect

assumptions made by the previous administration.
1. That there would be 100% occupancy, this is not consistent with past years; and

2. That the Bidgee Haven would be granted an exemption from the requirement for an RN presence
24/7. Once advised that the exemption was not granted, Bidgee Haven had to scramble to engage

agency nurses to ensure the 24/7 obligation was met. Agency nurses are considerably more
expensive that staff nurses.

Since April 2025, the Bidgee Haven has had full complement of permanent staff nurses and a pool of
casual nurses to cover absences.

Although clarifying the projection that was made by the previous administrator was not correct and
clarifies the high discrepancy in the budget and the article written in the Grazier, we do acknowledge

that much improvement needs to be made.
I believe that the refurbishment and extension of the Bidgee Haven is timed correctly. We need to
remember that the baby boomer generation is approaching aged care years, these services will be
facing unprecedented demand. The demographic reality is that the largest generation ever born in

one time in western civilization is moving towards requiring these services. This is the generation you
see getting around in all those caravans you see at the moment.

Shared Footpath
There have been some concerns raised by the community about he proposed 2.5m shared footpath

project from Balranald Central School in We Street, along the river flat to Endeavour Drive. 
We will be holding a workshop on this matter and there will be the opportunity for a community

consultation.

Garreffa Parade
Sprinklers have been installed along the median strip and lawn will be seeded shortly. 

Euston Recreation Reserve
The oval at the Euston Recreation Reserve is near complete, some top dressing and further

adjustments maybe needed prior to being ready to play football on. 
Council is working on an opening date.

New Appointments
Council is excited to have appointed the following new employees;

1.     Edna Mendes in the role of Chief Financial Officer
2.     Hodi Beauliv in the role of Executive Manager Community and Governance (EMCG)

These two positions were created and replaced the Director of Governance, Business & Community
Services position. We are glad to have them as part of our great team at the Balranald Shire Council. 



Staff Update
Council welcomes 2 new team members to the Executive Team

Hodi Beauliv - Executive Manager - Community & Governance and 
Edna Mendes - Chief Financial Officer

Chief Financial Officer (CFO)
Edna will be working remotely, however will be in the office at

least 5 days per month. 
This position will  lead the organisation in the delivery of

financial management services through the development and
implementation of strategies to deliver Council’s

sustainability objectives. A key part of the role is to fulfil
statutory responsibilities under the NSW Local Government

Act and Regulation, including financial reporting and
compliance.

The CFO role is also instrumental in assisting the elected
Council in delivering the operational functions that support

the Community Strategic Plan, by providing professional
guidance in developing budgets and strategies aligned with

Councils strategic direction.  

Executive Manager - Community & Governance (EMCG)
Hodi , will also be working remotely, and wil lbe present in the

office regularly  to provide ongoing high-level, strategic
direction, management and coordination of the Governance and

Community Services Directorate to ensure delivery of the
Directorate’s key objectives and the provision of high-quality

services to the Balranald Community.
Effective leadership and management  of the department

include the following functional areas;
Governance
Communications
Human Resources
Customer, Information and Technology Services
Community services
Tourism and Business Development & Servcies
Caravan park and
Bidgee Haven Retirement Hostel



Casual Employment
Balranald Shire Council is seeking a friendly, proactive, and customer-focused individual to join our team on a

casual register for Customer Service Officers. 
This is a fantastic opportunity to be the welcoming face of Council and play a key role in supporting our

community.
Important Note

Registration on our casual pool does not guarantee work but will place you in consideration for casual
opportunities as they arise across our operations.

Some Key Accountabilities are:
· Provide exceptional front-line customer service.
· Process customer enquiries, payments, and requests
· Assist with administrative tasks and documentation.
· Support various Council functions and services.
· Handle phone, email, and in-person interactions
What we are looking for
· Strong communication and interpersonal skills
· Experience in customer service or similar role
· Proficiency with computer systems
· Problem-solving and attention to detail
· Professional presentation and positive attitude
· Ability to work independently and in a team.
Why Join Us?
· Work in a supportive and collaborative environment
· Professional development opportunities
· Make a real difference in our community.
How to apply
Submit your expression of interest including:
· Current resume
· Brief cover letter outlining your availability and areas of interest.

Join our casual register today and help us deliver excellence in customer service to our community. 
 If you have any questions about this process, please email  hr@balranald.nsw.gov.au



Citizenship Ceremonies for Balranald Shire
During August Council conducted 2 citizenship cermonies for 4 new

citizens for Balranald Shire.  
1 Ceremony was held in  Balranald  and 1 held in Euston to finalise the

Australian Citizenship Applications for the following applicants -
Hanumanth Prasad, Lavanya and Gauri Tatikonda (Balranald) and Lyra

Villegas (Euston) .  
They each received their Australian Citizenship Certificates and Council
presented them with a Citizenship Coin and an Australian Native Plant

and Gauri received an Australian book.

Hanumanth Prasad, Lavanya and Gauri Tatikonda

Lyra Villegas with Mayor and her
family 

Hanumanth Prasad, Lavanya and Gauri
Tatikonda with Mayor Zaffina

Lyra Villegas with Mayor Zaffina during hte ceremony



InfrastructureInfrastructure  

Update!Update!

MR67 Balranald Ivanhoe Road
Hatfield Road Widening Update

Council continued work on the shoulder
widening of MR67 Balranald Ivanhoe
Road at Hatfield. Weather permitting,
the project is scheduled to be fully
sealed by August 2025.
The contractors engaged on the project
have delivered excellent work. The
shoulder widening will significantly
improve safety and accessibility for
motorists along this section of the
MR67.

McCabe Street Widening Update
Local contractor Potter Excavations working on behalf of Iluka Mineral Sands in consultation with Council continue
with Road widening along the alignment of McCabe Street, the works involved will be deep excavation sealing and

asphalting. It is expected that the works will reach practical completion first week of October 2025, in the meantime
while this work is underway:

A detour will be in place via Market Street and Myall Street 
Access will be maintained to Island Road and Bourke Road

Oversize vehicles can be directed under escort through McCabe St Alignment, as required
Access will be maintained to properties and businesses 

Access will be maintained to the Aboriginal Cemetery and Motorcycle Track.

The Water Team are still working on
the installation of the contact tank at
the Balranald water treatment plant.
The contact tank will add efficiencies

to the filtration process, when
introduced will reflect common

industry practice for water treatment
facilities globally. 

Contact tank & plinth July 2025

Potable Water Reservoir Remediation works is
well under way and progressing well and
works still on target to reach practical
completion late September 2025. A reminder
to residents while our works are continuing,
please use the raw water sparingly. 

Don’t use sprinklers!

Balranald Water Reserves Update



Caravan Park Levy  Bank and Drainage Works
With Drainage Infrastructure installed and backfilled,

Coburns Earthmoving commenced levy bank installation at
Barlranald Caravan Park in October

Animal Control
Council’s Ranger rehomed 3 kittens and 1 cat

4 feral cats were trapped
2 dogs were impounded, with 1 dog being rehomed 

1 dog was returned to its grateful owner.

Council’s Ranger is following up on illegal dumping in Euston.
Cameras have been set up in the bush in the high illegal

dumping areas in Euston area. 
Penalties apply for illegal dumping of rubbish.

Animal Control Officer continues to follow up on dog barking
complaints in Balranald and Euston while maintaining a high

profile through liaising with the public and Council.

Council’s Biosecurity officer has been involved in
activities such as finishing off weed spraying at the

Balranald Cemetery, spraying for weeds at the
Balranald Depot.

Inspected some pre-existing priority sites (Mesquite
and Mimosa Bush) at Clare and Claremont Stations.
Inspections at Kyalite boat ramp and river reserve

frontage for Acquatic weeds.
Cut, sprayed and removed Boxthorn, Prickly Pear

and Prickly Acacia at various areas.
BIS reporting, Biosecurity Information Industries,
Reporting to Department of Primary Industries.

Reporting on any assets (signs, grids etc that are in
need of repair or replacement) to Works

Coordinator or the Works Overseer. 

Forklift Training - Expressions of
Interest

Council is planning upcoming Forklift
Training Sessions and are currently

seeking expressions of interest. 
Dates and costs will be confirmed once

minimum numbers are met.
No experience required!!

Hands-on, practical training!!
Nationally recognised qualification!!

Location: Balranald 
Contact Balranald Shire Council to

register your interest
Please email all enquiries to 

cmckinley@balranald.nsw.gov.au



Strategy Documents in Draft
 

· Integrated Water Cycle Management Strategy (IWCMs)
The IWCM strategy is a process where Council prepares its peak planning documents for its Water Supply and

Sewerage Services.
The documents include its 30-year IWCMs and its 30-year Strategic Business Plans and guidelines for the

preparation of the documents are contained in the NSW Governments Best Practice framework for Local Water
Utilities.

The IWCMs is a 30 year, transparent, evidence-based analysis, for the provision of appropriate, affordable, cost
effective and sustainable urban water services that meet the communities needs and protects public health and the
environment. The documents also meet a Shire Council’s requirements to provide Financial and Asset Management
Plans in accordance with the NSW Department of Local Government Guidelines. The draft will come to Council for

comment and later endorsement soon.
 

· Waste Management Strategy
The development of the Waste Management Strategy is to ensure the long-term sustainability of Council waste

management through improved environmental practice, whilst achieving financial and legislative target
requirements. This document is in draft form now and will come back to Council for comment and later

endorsement over the next month or so.
 

· Balranald & Euston Flood Studies
This project involves conducting a flood study, which is a comprehensive technical investigation of flood behaviour
that provides the main technical foundation for the development of a robust flood risk management plan. It aims to

provide an understanding of the full range of flood behaviour and consequences in the study area. It involves
consideration of the local flood history, available collected flood data, and the development of hydrologic and

hydraulic models. Council will be kept up to date on the progress, currently the consultant as part of the
reconnaissance has already undertaken 2 x community drop-in sessions (i) Euston and (ii) Balranald. The project

program is 18 months from start to finish and is currently in  month 3.
 

· Housing Strategy
The Balranald Housing Strategy is a significant project for the Shire, to set an agreed strategy for housing needs of
the community. It will seek to understand the current and future housing and economic context of the Shire, and

project the future changes and growth, and ultimately provide a blueprint to meet these needs. The draft is firstly on
its way to the State Government for scrutiny before coming back to Council for comment and later endorsement.

 

WE NEED YOU TO HAVE
YOUR SAY!
COUNCIL IS SEEKING FUNDING TO
UPGRADE BENANEE ROAD WHICH
IS CURRENTLY UNSEALED.
PLEASE SCAN THE QR CODE TO
COMPLETE THE SURVEY.





The Common Myna is also known as the Indian or
House Myna, it is not native to Australia but has

established populations in eastern Australia. This
bird has significant potential to spread further in
Australia as populations are expanding south in

Queensland and westwards across western Victoria
and New South Wales.

The Common Myna is a moderate pest of
agriculture causing damage to orchard fruits

including grapes. It also damages standing cereal
crops including wheat.

It is considered an environmental pest and is
reported to eat eggs, young birds and mammals

including endangered species, they also compete
with native wildlife for nesting hollows and other

habitat resources.

It has the potential to transmit diseases to humans
and can carry parasites like mites, roundworm and
threadworm. Mites from Common Myna nests built
in around homes cause dermatitis and allergies in

susceptible people.

To report Indian Mynas in our area, use the free
FeralScan MynaScan app or website

(www.feralscan.org.au/mynascan/) to map
sightings, or contact your local Council's

Biosecurity Team to report numbers or roost
locations.

http://www.feralscan.org.au/mynascan/


News from Bidgee Haven Hostel
Your paragraph text

We had a lovely visit from the BCS students. One student walked past a room and said “That’s
my Pop”. It was magic

The residents have been
enjoying the warmer weather.

Our resident Patty took the
opportunity to get out

around our garden and soak
up some sunshine.

The residents were very fortunate to enjoy some very
important “Pet Therapy”.

They all had wonderful stories to tell of their own beloved
pets. Thank you to the wonderful members of our

community who come and visit and put smiles on our
residents faces. Meet Luna and her sisters!



More information 
Bonita(MFC)-0455111 853 btalent-
heinrich@malleefamilycare.com.au 

13th August Wednesday, 11am—1pm
Say hello (and goodbye!) with See You
Later, Alligator! Enjoy a playful
storytime packed with rhymes, music,
and lots of laughter.

23rd July Wednesday, 11am—1pm
Roar, stomp, and explore the wild with
In the Jungle-y Jungle-y! Join us for an
exciting jungle adventure full of stories,
songs, and animal-themed fun.

17th September Wednesday, 11am—1pm
Help get teddy squeaky clean in Teddy
Needs a Wash! Share a giggly story, then
join in with bubbles, songs, and teddy
bear-themed activities.

See You Later,
Alligator 

In the Jungle-y Jungle-y

Teddy Needs a
Wash 

Local agencies invite all families to a monthly
kids’ Storytime Adventure playgroup in
Balranald.

Sessions are designed to spark creativity, fun

 and learning for your little one.

Food is provided at each session. Please inform

 us in advance of any dietary requirements.

When: 11am-1pm

Where: 120 Market St, Balranald NSW 

Playgroups
Term 3 Activities

Balranald



 Balranald’s Library Hub

BOOK WEEK 202
5

This year, Book Week at the Library Hub saw a
large number of community members arrive
excited to see and share a family movie, eat
doughnuts, sausages, popcorn, sweets, play
D&D and spend have some quality time just

using the library space.
I would like to THANK the many wonderful

volunteers, big and small who helped
throughout the night and cleaning up after.

Without you this would not have been a whole
community event.  

Thank you to my dynamic team: Jackie Ting,
Dale Pope, Pip, David, Byron Gaston, Dashel
Kirk and Edward Murray, you are worth your

weight in GOLD! 

Thank You to the Aboriginal
Liaison officers , Joel, Paul,
Brendon and Ike for all your
help and for supplying the

screen. These guys traveled
from Wilcannia, Dareton

and Buronga to help make
our night a success! Thank

you also goes to Locals
Sweet Sisters, Officer

Reece Kirk,  and Connor
Sharpe for supporting our

community!



MANY HANDS MAKES

LIGHT WORK!

BOOK WEEK 202
5



Last week, Year 5 & 6 students in Balranald and Euston had a visit from a Flood Engineer, Catherine
Walker (from WMS Engineering). The students learned about the Murrumbidgee and Murray River
catchments, what flood modelling involves, and why you should never drive through floodwater,

even if it looks shallow. The classes shared their experiences of flooding and talked about what kind
of skills make a good engineer (it’s not just liking maths and science)! 

 
Catherine and her team are currently collecting information from the Balranald and Euston
communities to help build flood models for both towns. You can contribute to the study by

completing this online questionnaire or sending an email with your experiences and photos to
BalranaldEustonFS@wmseng.com.au – your photos are used to ensure the flood model is working

properly and are essential to the study.
 

                                                                                                                (Photo Credit: Alison Linnett  
Balranald Central School)







DISCLAIMER Balranald Shire Council reserves the right to edit or rewrite submissions for grammar, style and clarity or to conform to  restrictions of space. Council makes every effort to
ensure the  accuracy of this information and does not accept responsibility for errors or omissions contained within this publication. If you are aware of errors please notify Council by
email: council@balranald.nsw.gov.au or phone 03 5020 1300.  This document is compiled some weeks prior to delivery, while all due care is made to ensure information is accurate

matters are subject to change due to time passage between print and delivery, please contact Council for most current details on a subject if concerned. 


