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SHIRE OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Friday: 9am - 4.30pm

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES
Water & Sewer: 0418 322 902

Roads: 0417 151 798
Euston: 0419 693 956

SERVICE NSW
(within Balranald Shire Offices)
Tuesday to Friday: 9.30am - 4pm

CLOSED FOR LUNCH: 1PM - 1.45PM

BALRANALD LIBRARY
Monday to Friday: 9.30am - 5.30pm

CLOSED FOR LUNCH: 12PM - 1PM

BALRANALD SWIMMING POOL
Tuesday to Friday 

5.30 am - 7.30am
3.30pm - 6.30pm

Saturday and Sunday 11am - 6pm

CLOSED MONDAY

If weather forecast is under 26 Degrees, the pool will
be closed.

BALRANALD CARAVAN PARK
Daily: 8.30am - 6pm

BALRANALD LANDFILL
Tuesday & Thursday: 4pm - 6pm

Saturday: 10am - 1pm
Sunday: 10am - 3pm

CLOSED DURING WET WEATHER CONDITIONS

EUSTON LANDFILL
Tuesday & Thursday: 1pm - 6pm

Sunday: 9am - 3pm
CLOSED DURING WET WEATHER CONDITIONS
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Over recent months, nearly every agriculture sector 
in our Shire has been significantly impacted by 

adverse weather conditions. Our dryland farmers 
have endured one of the most severe droughts since 

the millennium drought, resulting in poor wheat crops 
and a major shortage of livestock feed. Many farmers have been forced
to transport stock to alternative locations, and government intervention
through drought relief and support programs has been essential.

More recently, high rainfall has brought a different set of challenges.
Flooding has caused substantial damage across several industries,
particularly wine grapes, table grapes, and almonds. Growers are
strongly encouraged to monitor government announcements for
flood‑related subsidies, grants, and recovery assistance, as well as
ongoing drought relief programs. Support is available, and producers
are encouraged to take advantage of any assistance that can help with
recovery and future resilience.

I also had the pleasure of visiting Euston Public School, where I was
given a tour by Amanda Healy, Anna Kilpatrick, and Jessica Hocking. The
Euston Public School Community Hub provides a welcoming and
supportive space for local families. It operates through a partnership
between Our Place innovative, and the NSW Department of Education
Euston Public School Playgroup Program.

The hub is led collaboratively by Amanda Healy, Community Facilitator,
and Anna Kilpatrick, Playgroup Coordinator, who work together to
support families, strengthen school connections, and improve
outcomes for children. Its purpose is to bring together early learning
opportunities, family engagement, and access to services in one
inclusive environment.

Families have also been supported through referrals and connections to
services, the diversity reflects the inclusive nature of the playgroup and
its role in supporting multicultural community connections.

The work has been made possible through the ongoing support and
collaboration of Troy Westcott, school principal, whose leadership and
commitment to community engagement has helped foster a welcoming
and inclusive environment.

The hub focuses on supporting children’s development, helping families
navigate services, reducing barriers to education and employment, and
building strong community connections. Activities include a regular 



Introducing the newest 
members of our Team

Kane Pearse
General Equipment Operator

Jordan Murray
Horticulture Apprentice

Raju Ranjit
Manager of Engineering Services
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playgroup program that supports early learning through play, assistance with smooth transitions into preschool and
school, and service navigation such as warm referrals and hosting visiting services.

Families also receive practical support, including help with enrolment forms, online applications, and basic technology
use. The hub additionally provides employment support such as resumes, job applications, and mock interviews. It
encourages family engagement with the school and supports the school breakfast club to ensure students start the
day positively.

Overall, the Community Hub plays a vital role in strengthening relationships between families, the school, and local
services, creating a connected and supportive environment where children and families can thrive.



CHANGE OF GARBAGE COLLECTION DATES 
Balranald Businesses & Euston Residents

 who have their bins collected on Fridays are 
 advised that Easter collection will be 

Thursday 2 April 
(instead of Good Friday) 

Balranald Residents who have their bins collected 
on Mondays are advised that Easter collection will be  

Tuesday 7 April 
(instead of Easter Monday)

AND

Tuesday 28 April
(instead of Monday 27 April Anzac Day Public Holiday)

ALL BINS ARE TO BE LEFT OUT THE EVENING PRIOR
TO COLLECTION

Council Office Closure over April
The Balranald Shire Council Office will be closed from 4.30pm 

Thursday 2 April and will re-open 9am Tuesday 7 April 2026.
To report emergencies 0418 322 902

Service NSW will be closed from 4pm Thursday 2 April and will reopen 9.30am
Tuesday 7 April 2026.

For Service NSW enquiries please call 13 77 88
Both Council Office and Service NSW will be closed for Anzac Day Public

Holiday, Monday 27 April 2026.

2026 LIMONDALE COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND
Applications are invited for the 

2026 Limondale Community Benefit Fund. 
Applications close on 6 April 2026.

To obtain the 2026 application form please email
lsfapplications@outlook.com.

Incomplete applications will not be accepted for funding consideration.



Balranald Shire Council have an exciting job opportunity and is seeking applications for 

Executive Assistant.
Executive Assistant is responsible and accountable for the provision of elevated level secretarial

and personal assistant services to the CEO and Directors. 
The outputs in the form of documentation, customer service and diary management, must be of a

high standard expected by a professionally run organisation.
For more information on the job description please access the website www.balranald.nsw.gov.au

How to apply:
Position descriptions are available at www.balranald.nsw.gov.au or by contacting Human

Resources Officer on (03) 5020 1300 or recruitment@balranald.nsw.gov.au.  
Applications close: Wednesday 8  April 2026 at 5pm and should be addressed to the Human

Resources Officer via email to recruitment@balranald.nsw.gov.au. 

th

Please include:
A cover letter specifying the role you are applying for.
Your resume.
A short statement (maximum 1–2 paragraphs) outlining what makes you the ideal candidate for
the position, based on the position description.

Terry Dodds PSM
Chief Executive Officer

Positions Vacant @
Balranald Shire 

Council

Balranald Shire Council has an exciting opportunity for a 

Workshop Mechanic 
and is seeking applications from motivated and experienced individuals to join our team.

The Workshop Mechanic is responsible for the efficient maintenance and repair of Council’s plant
and vehicle fleet, including field repairs and servicing of plant and equipment, ensuring

operational reliability and safety.
For more information on the job description please access the website www.balranald.nsw.gov.au

How to apply
Position descriptions are available at www.balranald.nsw.gov.au or by contacting Human

Resources Officer on (03) 5020 1300 or recruitment@balranald.nsw.gov.au.  
Applications close: Wednesday 26  March 2026 at 5pm and should be addressed to the Chief

Executive Officer via email to recruitment@balranald.nsw.gov.au. 

th

Please include:
A cover letter specifying the role you are applying for.
Your resume.
A short statement (maximum 1–2 paragraphs) outlining what makes you the ideal candidate for
the position, based on the position description.

Terry Dodds PSM
Chief Executive Officer

http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:recruitment@balranald.nsw.gov.au
mailto:recruitment@balranald.nsw.gov.au
http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:recruitment@balranald.nsw.gov.au
mailto:recruitment@balranald.nsw.gov.au


InfrastructureInfrastructure  Infrastructure 
Update!Update!Update!

In February, Balranald Shire Council’s 
Engineering & Planning Team delivered key 
maintenance works and progressed several 
important infrastructure projects across the region.

Look Familiar??? 

Illegal rubbish dumping continues to be a problem in
our community; we’re seeing more and more cases pop

up and we know the hotspots. Just remember -
dumping your waste is illegal and comes with real fines

and consequences. 
See something? Report it. 

Let’s keep our community clean.

NBN Roll Out Balranald
The National Broadband Network (NBN) is continuing its staged rollout across
Australia and now Balranald, with ongoing preparation works occurring in many
regional communities. As part of these early works, NBN contractors have
undertaken activities such as site surveys, pit and pipe assessments, and the
installation or upgrade of underground conduit infrastructure. 
These works form part of the broader national program to ready Road reserves and
service corridors for future connection to fixed line, fixed‑wireless, or satellite NBN
technologies. Such preparatory activity is common during the “build preparation”
phase of the rollout, which involves getting underground pathways and supporting
infrastructure ready before construction progresses to the installation of fibre,
fixed‑wireless equipment, or other NBN technologies. 

Emergency Services
Early February, Emergency Services were activated and responded to a livestock transporter fire on the Balranald Ivanhoe Road,
blocking vehicle access in both directions. The vehicle operator escaped with burn injuries, with the additional loss of 4 cattle.
Council Officers were deployed to provide on-scene traffic management while recovery crews cleaned up the site.

Harben Street Kerb and Gutter works 
Works have commenced between Cally and We Street. The southern side will be focused on this financial year,
and if funding is available, the northern side will be completed next financial year. 

Biosecurity
February has been a particularly busy month for Biosecurity operations, 
with a strong focus on invasive weed control, inspections, and 
collaboration with landholders and regional partners.
 Weed Control Activities

Prickly Pear Removal: Ongoing removal works continued in the area between Sturt Highway and Duryea Street.
African Boxthorn Control: Targeted treatments carried out across multiple sites.
Devil’s Rope Cactus: A significant infestation was located, and work is underway with the landholder to develop and
implement an eradication strategy.
Wheel Cactus Findings: Several plants were discovered during recent property inspections; these were removed,
and biological control agents were introduced where appropriate.
Bunny Ear Cactus: Working with Council on a coordinated strategy to remove a small, emerging infestation.

 Biological Control Activities
Continued monitoring of bio‑infected cactus populations.
Redistribution of infected material to healthy cactus stands to encourage spread of the biocontrol agent and assist
with long‑term suppression.

 Pest Control
Ant Infestations: Responded to and treated multiple ant issue reports across the region.

 Water Weed Inspections
 Priority waterway and access‑point inspections were completed at:

Boat ramps: Balranald, Euston/Robinvale, Boundary Bend, and Kyalite
Additional sites: Yanga Creek, Oxley Bridge, and Corrong Bridge

These inspections focused on preventing the spread of aquatic weeds and ensuring early detection of any new threats.



The 2026 NSW Senior Festival luncheon was
held on 10 March at the Theatre Royal,
bringing together community members to
celebrate active ageing, creativity, and the
vibrant contributions of seniors. This year’s
theme, “Live Life in Colour,” was reflected
throughout the event, creating a lively and
uplifting atmosphere.
Entertainment was provided by The
Hoffmans, whose performance was a hit with
the crowd. Guests also benefited from
valuable community presentations. Michelle
Powell from NSW Far West Health spoke on
the importance of Advanced Care Planning,
while staff from Station 212 offered practical
advice on smoke alarm checks and home
safety.
A special highlight of the luncheon was the
presentation of the NSW Senior Festival
Local Achievement Award. Julie Jewell,
representing Helen Dalton MP, awarded
Colin Jacka of the Murray electorate for his
exceptional dedication to the Southern
Cross Museum. Colin’s family proudly joined
him as he received this well‑deserved
recognition.
The day was a wonderful celebration of the
contributions, talents, and community spirit
of our local seniors

Live Life In Colour 
Seniors Luncheon 2026

20 - 22 March 2026



News from Bidgee Haven Hostel
St Patrick’s Day Cheer! 🍀

We enjoyed a truly heart‑warming St
Patrick’s Day gathering this week.

Margie treated everyone to a
magnificent Irish stew, served with

creamy mash and fresh veg — a
comforting feast that had the whole

room smiling. She followed it up with a
delicious Irish apple cobbler that

disappeared quickly!
There was no shortage of laughter, with

a few jokes shared around the table,
adding to the festive spirit. The

highlight of the afternoon was a visit
from Tim, who delighted everyone by

tickling the ivories and filling the room
with music. His tunes created a

wonderful atmosphere and rounded
off a joyful celebration enjoyed by all.

A Wonderful Afternoon at the 
Seniors Luncheon

What a wonderful time the residents had at the
Seniors Luncheon! Handsome Harley kept us
company at the table, adding plenty of charm to the
afternoon. There were smiles all around as the
Firefighters took turns dancing with Jenny, creating a
lively and heart‑warming scene.
The music was fantastic, the guest speakers were
engaging, and the whole afternoon was filled with
laughter, friendship, and great company. We are truly
lucky to be part of such a vibrant and caring
community.

Afternoon Entertainment with Our Wonderful Visiting Firefighters.
Residents were treated to a delightful afternoon of entertainment with a visit from our absolutely wonderful firefighters. They

arrived with smiles — and scones! — serving tea and freshly baked treats to everyone at the tables.
They shared some fantastic stories from their time on the job, bringing plenty of laughs and wide‑eyed interest from the residents.

A dance or two soon followed, with music filling the room and spirits running high.
To top off the visit, the afternoon wrapped up with a friendly game of bocce, adding just the right mix of fun and competition. It was

a joyful, heart‑warming day enjoyed by all.



 Balranald Shire
Library Hub

 



We will have a soft opening of the newly built Discovery Pavilion on the 1st of April
to take advantage of Easter visitors and planned Easter Activities. The planned
internal displays and furnishings are a work in progress subject to grant funding.
A series of wall banners promoting the shire’s key attractions are currently in
planning mode and will be funded by a recently successful grant submission. An
official opening of the Discovery Pavilion will be planned once all internal works
are completed.

1

What’s happening in
the Tourism space?
Destination Management Plan 2026-2031
After a series of community workshops and extensive market
research during 2025, a draft of the Destination Management
Plan (DMP) was submitted to Council in December 2025 and
was on public exhibition for 28 days. The DMP is Council’s
tourism and visitor economy strategic plan for the next 5 years
and now that it has been endorsed by Council, actions are
underway to begin the delivery process. The latest version of
the DMP will be uploaded onto Council’s website shortly. 

Soft Opening of the Discovery Pavilion

Soft Opening of the Discovery Pavilion
Recently we replaced the damaged Mungo Man/Alice Kelly sign at the Discovery
Centre precinct. The new sign is located at the entrance of the Interpretive
Pavilion a perfect introduction the shire’s integral cultural connection to the World
Heritage Listed Willandra Lakes region, Mungo Man, and Alice Kelly. It was a very
special moment for Alice Kelly’s family when the upgraded sign was installed.

Late last year we installed the Willow Vale Windmill which was donated by the
Hawkins family and lovingly restored by local handyman, Errol Bradbury. Two
interpretive signs have also been installed providing the history of the windmill as
well as an illustration on the components and workings of the windmill.



What’s happening in
the Tourism space?
Easter Egg Hunt & Market @ the Discovery Centre
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt & Market is happening on Easter
Sunday 5  April commencing at 9.00am-12.00pm. Lots of
Easter eggs, free entertainment for the kids, food, drinks, great
music and a number of market stalls to add more fun to the
festivities. If you would like a market stall, please contact the
Visitor Information Centre on 03 5020 1599. Keep a look out for
the flyer that promotes all the Easter activities across the shire.

th

Reactivating the BusinessXchange Catch-Ups
Commencing in May this year we will be reactivating the
Business Xchange catch-ups.  This is a great opportunity to
catch up with our local businesses and exchange news,
ideas and looking at ways we can work together to grow
our local economy.  Our May catch-up will provide a
overview of strategies for our business sector outlined in the
Destination Management Plan (DMP).

Shire-wide Visitation & Visitor Spent stats:  
December 2025 - February 2026
Visitation to the Shire:         63,300
Visitor Spend:                     $5,772,000

Robinvale Euston Workforce Network 
Recently we attended  the Robinvale Euston Workforce (REWN) event celebrating
all the fantastic achievements of the REWN.  Balranald Shire’s mayor, Louie Zaffina
presented the participation certificates and delivered a wonderful speech on the
importance of cross-boarder collaboration 

2



 



DISCLAIMER Balranald Shire Council reserves the right to edit or rewrite submissions for grammar, style and clarity or to conform to  restrictions of space. Council makes every effort to ensure
the  accuracy of this information and does not accept responsibility for errors or omissions contained within this publication. If you are aware of errors please notify Council by email:

council@balranald.nsw.gov.au or phone 03 5020 1300.  This document is compiled some weeks prior to delivery, while all due care is made to ensure information is accurate matters are subject
to change due to time passage between print and delivery, please contact Council for most current details on a subject if concerned. 
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