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SHIRE OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Friday: 9am - 4.30pm

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES
Water & Sewer: 0418 322 902

Roads: 0417 151 798
Euston: 0419 693 956

TRAFFIC UPDATES
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OR
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CLOSED FOR LUNCH: 1PM - 1.45PM

BALRANALD LIBRARY
Monday to Friday: 9.30am - 5.30pm

CLOSED FOR LUNCH: 12PM - 1PM

BALRANALD SWIMMING POOL
Closed - Reopening October 2026

BALRANALD CARAVAN PARK
Daily: 8.30am - 6pm

BALRANALD LANDFILL
Tuesday & Thursday: 4pm - 6pm

Saturday: 10am - 1pm
Sunday: 10am - 3pm

CLOSED DURING WET WEATHER CONDITIONS

EUSTON LANDFILL
Tuesday & Thursday: 1pm - 6pm

Sunday: 9am - 3pm
CLOSED DURING WET WEATHER CONDITIONS
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Federal Assistance Grants Reduction
to 0.49% and Implications for Local

Government Sustainability

The recent announcement by the Australian Government that Federal
Assistance Grants (FAGs) will be set at just 0.49% of national tax
revenue, a reduction from 0.51%, represents a significant setback for
local governments across the country. For years, councils and
representative bodies have consistently advocated for FAGs to be
restored to 1% of national tax revenue, the level at which they once
stood, and which is widely regarded as the minimum required to support
sustainable local government operations.
Despite extensive advocacy efforts, including engagement and
advocacy through the Country Mayors Association (CMA), the Local
Government Association of NSW (LGNSW), the NSW and Federal
Governments, socialising the issue on national media, and public
discussion during the recent Farrer byelection, the Federal Government
has not responded to these concerns. Instead, the allocation has been
reduced even further, intensifying financial pressures on councils
already struggling to remain viable.
Federal Assistance Grants are a critical, untied funding stream that
supports councils in delivering essential community services,
infrastructure maintenance, and local economic development.
 
Local governments, including our council, have engaged in sustained
and coordinated advocacy efforts aimed at restoring FAGs to 1%. These
efforts have included:
• Collaboration with Local Government NSW (LGNSW) to present a
unified sector-wide position.
• Engagement with the NSW Government to highlight the compounding
pressures on councils.
• Submissions and discussions with the Federal Grants Commission
outlining the structural funding gap.
• Media releases and radio interviews to raise public awareness of the
issue.
• Targeted advocacy during the recent Farrer by‑election, where all
candidates publicly acknowledged the importance of restoring FAGs to
1%.
• Advocacy through Country Mayors Assoc. and Riverina & Murray Joint
Org.
Despite these efforts, the Federal Government’s latest decision
indicates that the message is not being adequately heard or acted upon.



From the Mayor’s Office Continued

Mayor Louie Zaffina
Balranald Shire Council

The reduction of FAGs to 0.49% has serious consequences:
 
1. Financial Sustainability at Risk
Many councils, particularly rural, regional, and remote, are already operating at or near the limits of financial
sustainability. Reduced federal funding exacerbates:
• Infrastructure backlogs
• Rising service delivery costs
• Workforce pressures
• Limited capacity to raise revenue locally
 
2. Reduced Ability to Deliver Essential Services
Councils rely on FAGs to fund core services such as:
• Road maintenance
• Waste management
• Community facilities
• Libraries and recreation services
• Local economic development initiatives
Lower funding directly impacts service quality and availability.
 
3. Increased Pressure on Ratepayers
With limited revenue tools, councils may be forced to consider:
• Higher rates
• Reduced service levels
• Delayed capital works
This places additional strain on households already facing cost‑of‑living pressures.
 
 
4. Undermining Long-term Planning.
Sustainable planning requires predictable funding. A reduction to 0.49% creates uncertainty and
undermines councils’ ability to plan responsibly for the future.
 
The Federal Government’s decision to reduce Federal Assistance Grants to 0.49% of national tax revenue is
deeply disappointing and poses a significant threat to the sustainability of local government across
Australia. Councils cannot continue to deliver essential services, maintain infrastructure, and support their
communities under a funding model that continues to shrink. Restoring FAGs to 1% is not an aspirational
target, it is a necessary baseline for a functioning, sustainable local government sector.

Balranald Shire Council has reached a significant milestone, with all Performance Improvement Orders
formally lifted by the Office of Local Government, marking the end of a challenging four-year period and a

clear turning point for the organisation. The achievement reflects substantial improvements in governance,
transparency, and organisational culture, and confirms Council is now operating at the standard expected

of a modern local government authority.
 

This is a proud moment for our Council and community. It reflects the hard work and commitment of our
councillors, staff, and the support of our community throughout a difficult period. We have built a strong
foundation, and we’re focused on maintaining that momentum. Council will now continue to strengthen

governance, deliver for the community, and move forward with renewed confidence. 
(See details - following page.)



Mayor Zaffina welcomes the lifting of Council’s
Performance Improvement Orders: Details

Balranald Shire Council has welcomed confirmation from the NSW Minister for Local Government, the Hon
Ron Hoenig MP, that the Performance Improvement Orders applying to Balranald Shire Council will be
closed.
The Minister has advised Council that, following Council’s fourth and final compliance report submitted in
September 2025 and subsequent update in January 2026, Council has successfully complied with the
required actions under both the 2024 Performance Improvement Order and the outstanding actions from
the earlier 2017 Order.
Mayor Louie Zaffina said the decision was an important milestone for Council, staff, and the community.
“This is a very significant step for Balranald Shire Council,” Mayor Zaffina said. “The lifting of the
Performance Improvement Orders does not mean every challenge has disappeared. We are still a small rural
council operating across a very large geographic area, with all the financial, workforce and infrastructure
pressures that come with that. But it does show that Council has done the hard governance work required of
it.”
The Minister’s correspondence acknowledged the leadership and commitment of Council, its Executive
Team, and councillors throughout the process. Council also acknowledges the role of its Audit, Risk, and
Improvement Committee, which has continued to provide independent oversight, challenge and practical
advice during this period.
Chief Executive Officer Terry Dodds PSM said the result should be seen as a governance reset, not a victory
lap. “Performance Improvement Orders are serious. They are not something any council wants to be under,”
Mr Dodds said. “But the practical test is whether the organisation responds properly. In this case, Council
has worked through the required actions, strengthened governance arrangements, improved reporting, and
placed a much sharper focus on long-term financial and institutional sustainability. Council will also
continue to advocate to the NSW Government for a more practical understanding of the structural pressures
facing remote and infrastructure-intensive councils”.
“Balranald’s challenges are not unique,” Mayor Zaffina said. “Many western NSW councils are facing the same
underlying issue: large infrastructure networks, small populations, thin labour markets and growing
compliance expectations. The lifting of the PIO is a positive milestone, but it also reinforces the need for
sensible, evidence-based reform that reflects how councils operate on the ground.”
Council thanks the Office of Local Government, the Minister, councillors, staff and the community for their
work and patience throughout this process.
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Balranald Shire Council celebrated the official opening of the
upgraded Euston Recreation Reserve, a major milestone for the
Euston community and a significant investment in local sport,
recreation, and community wellbeing.
 
Mayor Louie Zaffina said the project represents “A renewed and
revitalised community asset that will serve Euston for
generations to come.”

Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program Round 3 (Australian Government) of $250,000: delivered the
Euston Oval multicourt upgrade and construction of a new shade shelter.
Stronger Country Communities Fund Round 4 (NSW Government) of $527,626: funded the upgrade of the Euston
netball change rooms and installation of new LED lighting for the netball courts.
Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program Round 4 (Australian Government) of $832,921: enabled the full
refurbishment of the football oval, including approximately four acres of new playing surface, a complete irrigation
system, 510 metres of perimeter fencing, replacement of field light fittings, a new electronic scoreboard, eight new
goal posts with padding, and a new officials and timekeepers’ box.

Mayor Zaffina acknowledged the strong collaboration behind the project, noting that while funding for earlier
stages had been secured, and the project activation accelerated under the leadership of then General Manager
Craig Bennett, who appointed Adrian Edgcome-Lucas, of North Project Management, to oversee delivery. Council’s
Community, Projects, Tourism, Economic Development and Grants Coordinator, Connie Mallet, ensured all works
met the requirements of the funding deeds and were delivered in compliance with grant obligations.

In 2023, the Euston Progressive Advisory Committee (EPAC) recommended the football oval upgrade as a priority
project. Council submitted a detailed Works Schedule through the LRCI4 program, which was approved, enabling
the final stage of the precinct transformation. North Project Management again led project delivery, with Council
managing the grant and compliance requirements.

“These investments reflect a powerful partnership between community, Council, State and Federal Governments,”
the mayor said. “They ensure this Reserve remains a proud centrepiece for sport, recreation and community life in
Euston.”

The mayor also paid tribute to the many people who contributed to the project, including Council staff, EPAC
members, the Robinvale Euston Football Netball Club, volunteers, and local partners.

“Today is a proud day for Euston,” the mayor said. “This upgrade is more than new facilities; it’s an investment in
our future, our families, and especially our children. It shows what can be achieved when a community believes in
something and works together to make it real.”

The upgraded Euston Recreation Reserve is now open for community use, offering enhanced facilities for sport,
events, and social connection.



InfrastructureInfrastructure  Infrastructure 
Update!Update!Update!

April was a busy month for Council’s
Engineering & Planning Team, with key
maintenance works completed and significant
progress made on infrastructure projects
across the region.

Over recent weeks, Council has engaged experienced resealing
contractors to undertake road sealing works across several local
roads. These works involved the application of a new seal designed to
protect the underlying pavement from weather, water ingress, and
general wear caused by traffic. Resealing is a proactive maintenance
activity that extends the service life of roads, improves surface
durability, and enhances safety for motorists by maintaining
consistent road conditions. Council continues to prioritise
preventative maintenance to ensure the long-term sustainability of
the local road network while minimising the need for more significant
rehabilitation works in the future.

During recent rain events, several local roads were impacted by flooding, resulting in sections of roadway
being temporarily underwater. To help reduce the likelihood of this occurring in future weather events,
Council has undertaken works to raise road levels at some of the affected locations. These improvements
will assist with water runoff and improve road resilience during periods of heavy rainfall. While it is not
currently feasible to implement these upgrades across the entire road network due to funding constraints,
Council has prioritised high-traffic and high-risk areas to ensure the greatest benefit for road users and the
broader community.

Homebush Road Widening
Road widening works located approximately 4 kilometres north of Homebush on Ivanhoe Road have
now been successfully completed. This project has been highly anticipated for some time, and Council
is pleased to see the improvements delivered, providing safer and more efficient travel conditions for
all road users.
Council thanks residents, motorists, and heavy vehicle operators for their patience and cooperation
throughout the construction period, and for adhering to traffic management measures while works
were underway. These improvements represent a positive outcome for the local road network and will
deliver long-term benefits to the community.



News from Bidgee Haven Hostel

Happy Happy 
Mother’s Day! 
Mother’s Day! 

Balranald Shire Council is proud to congratulate Nikkita Manning-Rayner
on the successful completion of her Diploma in Town Planning from the
University of New England.
 
Nikkita marked this significant milestone at her graduation ceremony
held this month in Armidale, where she was joined by family and friends
in celebration of her achievement.
 
This accomplishment reflects Nikkita’s dedication, hard work and
commitment to her professional development. Balranald Shire looks
forward to the positive impact she will make as she applies her newly
acquired knowledge and skills within the organisation.
 
Terry Dodds PSM, CEO, said the achievement highlights the importance of investing in education and
supporting local talent.

“Nikkita’s success is a wonderful example of the strong outcomes that come from commitment to
learning and professional growth. We are delighted to see her continue her career with Balranald Shire
and contribute to our community.” Everyone extends our sincere congratulations to Nikkita and wishes
her every success in her future endeavours.



What’s happening in
the Tourism space?

Relauch of the Business Xchange catch-ups

Council is relaunching the Business Xchange catch-ups
which provides an opportunity for Balranald Shire
businesses, tourism operators, Tourism Economic
Development Advisory Committee members (TED),
Euston Progressive Advisory Committee members
(EPAC), Balranald Inc and the Robinvale Euston Business
Association (REBA) members and other
tourism/economic development stakeholders to
exchange news, ideas and to discuss ways to work
together to help grow the local and regional economy,
with a strong focus in growing the visitor economy.  The
first renewed Business Xchange catch-up will take place
on the 10  June at 6.30pm at the newly built Discovery
Pavilion, located at the Balranald Discovery Centre
precinct.

th

Targeted Marketing Campaign to drive short-stay visitation

Council’s Tourism & Economic Development department will be launching an
integrated and targeted marketing campaign to promote the shire’s attractions
and experiences for short-stays and weekend aways.  This campaign is to help
increase visitation targeted at surrounding LGAs and communities that don’t
need to travel far to experience all that our shire has to offer.

Upcoming community driven social media campaign to promote
Balranald Shire businesses

Council’s Tourism & Economic Development department will be launching an
exciting social media campaign to promote Balranald Shire businesses and the
wonderful services and/or products they have to offer.  The community will play a
big part in this campaign so watch out for a letterbox flyer and social media posts
on how to get involved!

If you have any questions or suggestions relating to tourism or economic
development please email Connie Mallet at cmallet@balranald.nsw.gov.au
Thank you.



 Balranald Shire
Library Hub

 

Read & Grow session with the
wonderful Mrs Ash Gillbee,

 reading all sorts of delightful stories!
📚✨

A big thank you to Maari Ma Health for
the amazing fruit platter and gift bags.

🍎🍊

Don’t forget, the next session is on 28
May at 10:30am.

We can’t wait to see you at the
Library!

Check OUt
new titlesthese

@ the Library



School Bus Safety Reminder – 40 km/h Speed Limit

Motorists must slow down to 40 km/h when a school bus is displaying flashing red warning lights.
These lights indicate the bus is picking up or dropping off children, who may be crossing the road and are at

increased risk.

Key Rules to Remember:
40 km/h Limit: You must not pass or overtake a school bus at more than 40 km/h while its warning lights are

flashing.

Same Direction Traffic: This speed limit applies to all vehicles travelling in the same direction as the bus.
Stay Alert: Children may enter the road unexpectedly—always proceed with caution.

Keeping to these rules helps ensure the safety of children in our community.



NSW SES, Southern Zone - Riverina Cluster held an
Awards Cermony at the Hay Services Club on 23 April.
The presentations involved NSW SES members from

Balranald, Hillston, Goolgowi, and Hay.

Balranald Residents 

Balranald Garbage Collection
Change King’s Birthday

Public Holiday

Due to Monday 8 June 2026
being a public holiday, garbage

collection will take place on
Tuesday 9 June 2026 instead.

✅ Please place your bins out
on Monday evening

 🕗 Bins will be collected on
Tuesday morning

Thank you for your
cooperation.

The NSW Premier’s Flood Emergency Citation is a
prestigious award recognising the extraordinary efforts

of individuals and organisations who supported
communities during the major flood events across NSW

between 2021 and 2023.
Recipients are acknowledged for their dedication and

resilience with a formal letter of appreciation, a
commemorative certificate, and a service pin.

The awards were presented by NSW SES Commissioner
Mr Mike Wassing and Member for Murray, Mrs Helen

Dalton MP, highlighting the significance of the
contribution made by local responders.

Karen Norfolk, Deputy Unit Commander, Balranald
NSW SES Unit, along with the late Paul Hadlow, were

awarded the NSW Premier’s Flood Emergency Citation.

NewsNewsCOMMUNITY 
COMMUNITY 



The 2026 Census is coming in August –
Census jobs available in your local community
Australia’s next Census is on Tuesday 11 August 2026. Recruitment of a 30,000-strong temporary workforce
is underway to ensure people in communities across the country are counted.
Every five years, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) counts every person and household in Australia
through the Census of Population and Housing. 
The Census is the only data collection activity that provides information for the entire country, including
small geographic areas and small population groups.
Census data helps governments, community groups and businesses plan services for individuals, families
and communities, where and when they are needed.
Local community support of the Census is vital to delivering high quality data to inform important
decisions about transport, schools, health care, infrastructure and business. 
You can support the 2026 Census by raising awareness of Census participation and encouraging people in
your community to apply for Census jobs.
The ABS is hiring to fill over 30,000 jobs nationally for the 2026 Census. 
Local Census field staff are required right across Australia to help build trust and positive relationships in
their communities to support everyone to participate. 
These jobs are temporary, flexible and available in metropolitan, regional and remote areas.
Roles include delivering Census forms, answering questions from the public, and assisting households that
have not yet responded.
The ABS is looking to hire people from diverse backgrounds and ages who know and care about their local
communities.
Some jobs require people who are multilingual or have experience working with diverse communities. Some
roles do not require previous experience, with full training provided.
Visit www.census.abs.gov.au/jobs for more information on current vacancies and what’s involved or join our
Talent Community to get notified about future jobs near you.

http://www.census.abs.gov.au/jobs


DISCLAIMER Balranald Shire Council reserves the right to edit or rewrite submissions for grammar, style and clarity or to conform to  restrictions of space. Council makes every effort to ensure
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