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SHIRE OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Friday: 9am - 4.30pm

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES
Water & Sewer: 0418 322 902

Roads: 0417 151 798
Euston: 0419 693 956

TRAFFIC UPDATES
www.livetraffic.com

OR
https://balranald.nsw.gov.au/inf

rastructure/roads-condition-
report/

SERVICE NSW
(within Balranald Shire Offices)
Tuesday to Friday: 9.30am - 4pm

CLOSED FOR LUNCH: 1PM - 1.45PM

BALRANALD LIBRARY
Monday to Friday: 9.30am - 5.30pm

CLOSED FOR LUNCH: 12PM - 1PM

BALRANALD SWIMMING POOL
Closed - Reopening October 2026

BALRANALD CARAVAN PARK
Daily: 8.30am - 6pm

BALRANALD LANDFILL
Tuesday & Thursday: 4pm - 6pm

Saturday: 10am - 1pm
Sunday: 10am - 3pm

CLOSED DURING WET WEATHER CONDITIONS

EUSTON LANDFILL
Tuesday & Thursday: 1pm - 6pm

Sunday: 9am - 3pm
CLOSED DURING WET WEATHER CONDITIONS
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It has been a proud and positive period for
Balranald Shire, with opportunities to both
recognise the remarkable contributions of

our community members and celebrate
important developments for our region's

future.
Balranald recently marked a significant milestone with the rollout
of the NBN fibre network to the town, an important development
that will help shape the community's future for years to come.
I would like to thank Mr. Andrew Cottrel, Regional Development
Engagement Manager, and his team for their support and for their
efforts in bringing the project to life. Their work with regional
communities continues to make a meaningful difference.
This upgrade is more than just faster Internet. It's about opening
doors. Fibre connectivity means our businesses can operate more
efficiently, download and upload at high speed, and engage with
customers and markets across Australia and around the world. It
means students can learn without limits, families can stay
connected, and our town can participate fully in the digital
economy.
Access to reliable, fast Internet is no longer a luxury - it's essential
infrastructure. And now Balranald is stepping confidently into the
future, keeping pace with technology and embracing new
opportunities for growth and innovation.
I encourage everyone in our community to connect. To connect is
free, and the benefits will be felt across homes, businesses, and
community organisations alike.
I had the privilege of attending the Balranald Medal Presentation
Ceremony for the NSW Rural Fire Service, where we celebrated and
recognised the outstanding contributions of local volunteers. The
event honoured dedicated community members who generously
give their time, energy and, at times, put their own safety at risk to
protect others. Their commitment often goes unseen, but the
extensive training, long hours, challenging conditions and moments
of real danger require immense courage, resilience and a strong
sense of duty.
To the volunteers: you embody what service really means. You put
the lives and wellbeing of others before your own, and you do it
without expectation of reward. That is something rare, and
something profoundly admirable.
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To the staff who support these efforts: your work ensures that every
volunteer can do their job safely and effectively. Your dedication behind the
scenes is essential and deeply appreciated. And to the families of our
volunteers: your support makes this service possible. You carry the worry,
you manage the disruptions, and you stand behind your  loved ones every
time they are called upon. Your contribution is just as important, and we
thank you sincerely.
The Balranald Medal represents commitment, bravery, and service to  
community. Today's recipients have demonstrated all of these qualities,  
and more. We celebrate you; we honour you, and we thank you for being  
there when needed.
Congratulations to all our Medal winners and thank you to every member of
the NSW Rural Fire Service for the vital work you do.

Mayor’s Update – Heavy Haulage and Traffic Islands
I know many of you are concerned by recent rumours that Balranald’s traffic islands, bollards, and other road
features might be removed or altered to let giant wind-farm trucks through town. Let me be clear: those traffic
islands exist to protect pedestrians and manage traffic flow in our CBD, and no official plan to remove them is before
Council. We have not received any formal advice from Transport for NSW (TfNSW) or any developer about ripping
out safety infrastructure. In fact, Council fully expects that any changes would only proceed after rigorous safety
assessments and community consultation.

At the same time, our region is indeed at the forefront of the State’s renewable energy push, and that means
oversized trucks will be using the Sturt Highway and nearby roads. As our own recent submission on the Yanco Delta
Wind Farm noted, these projects will require ‘significant heavy and OSOM (oversize/overmass) vehicle movements’
on both state and local roads.

We understand that hearing about these convoys can be unsettling. People in regional communities are right to
wonder how roads designed decades ago will handle blades, towers and transformers dozens of metres long. (One
council report even warned that people ‘are worried about safety, and rightly so, when they see more and more large
trucks on roads built for lighter traffic.)
Rest assured, Council shares your safety concerns and is acting now, not waiting for something to happen. 

Here’s what we’re doing:
Seeking clarity from Transport for NSW. We have formally engaged with TfNSW and will be intricately involved with
any planning or permits related to heavy haulage routes through Balranald. We will not rely on hearsay; we want
written, confirmed information from the agency responsible for issuing heavy vehicle permits. Once we have that,
we will publish the details and explain any proposed works or changes. At this stage, however, although designs have
commenced, there is no surety of the routes.
Strict timing and conditions. We’ve demanded enforceable conditions on any heavy convoy. For example, Council’s
position is that OSOM moves must not occur during school drop-off/pick-up times or busy shopping hours. Convoys
should be staggered between projects, so they don’t all hit town at once. We will remind the State and developers of
these conditions if moves are approved.

Regional advocacy for safer roads. Balranald is part of the Sturt Highway Taskforce of eight councils (Wagga Wagga,
Narrandera, Leeton, Murrumbidgee, Hay, Murray River, Wentworth and Balranald) united to demand safety upgrades
on this freight route. Together, we have been loudly reminding NSW and Federal governments that billions of dollars
are being spent on renewable energy, but our highway is carrying the load without matching investment. Even
Transport for NSW admits it is working with the Sturt Highway Taskforce and local councils to review crash data and
identify priority safety improvements. We’re using that forum to push for overtaking lanes, rest areas, laybys, and
other upgrades so heavy vehicles can operate more safely, and to ensure our town’s intersections are not
overlooked.



The AWL NSW Animal Care Truck delivered essential preventative care and pet
identification services to local pet owners, supporting the health and wellbeing of
companion animals across the Balranald community.

They visited Balranald on Sunday, 14 June 2026, providing accessible veterinary support
and promoting responsible pet ownership. Below are the outcomes from the visit

     🐾 Animals Seen: 54
41 Dogs
13 Cats

     💉 Animals Vaccinated: 49
37 Dogs
12 Cats

     📍 Animals Microchipped: 22

AWL NSW Animal Care TruckAWL NSW Animal Care TruckAWL NSW Animal Care Truck

service Update!service Update!service Update!

On-the-ground actions. Council staff are attending every meeting with TfNSW officials, the Energy Corporation’s
project teams, and regional representatives. We’ve raised Balranald’s specific concerns in the NSW Parliamentary
inquiry into renewable zones and in dozens of planning submissions. At every step, we emphasise that our
community’s safety and way of life come first.

I understand why you’re anxious. Many of you have seen photos or heard stories of mammoth turbine parts on our
highways and wondered ‘what about Balranald?’ We feel that concern too. Our streets have children, seniors,
shoppers and local businesses, and we will do our utmost to protect them. That’s why I personally have brought this
up directly with the Minister’s office and our local MP, and why Council held up that wind farm modification until
haulage concerns were fully addressed.

As soon as any official proposal comes in, Council will:
Review all engineering and traffic reports.
Seek external peer review if needed.
Require a public exhibition of the plans.
Hold community information sessions and take your feedback.

Remember, though, as the Sturt Highway is a state-controlled road, that although council has influence but isn’t the
final decision maker. 

In the meantime, please do not panic. Avoid sharing unverified social media claims. Instead, direct your questions to
Council. We are committed to providing factual, timely updates on this issue via our website and newsletter. Your
patience is appreciated while we sort out the facts. Balranald has a long history of looking out for itself, and this
situation will be no different. We’re on the case, and we will keep standing up for road safety in our community.

Cr Louie Zaffina
MAYOR



Infrastructure Infrastructure Update! Update! 
Euston Footpath
To enhance commuter safety and
connectivity in Euston, Council has
successfully completed the construction of a
dedicated pedestrian footpath linking the
designated bus stop transit zone on Perry
Street. The new pathway improves safe and
convenient access for passengers and is now
open for public use, delivering a significant
upgrade to regional transport drop-off and
pick-up arrangements while supporting a
safer and more connected township.

Oxley Rd Construction Work
Major construction works are now underway on MR 514 Oxley
Road to upgrade and rebuild low-lying sections of the corridor,
helping to improve resilience against future flooding and severe
weather events. As part of the project, road pavement levels are
being raised to reduce the risk of flooding similar to that
experienced in 2022. Temporary side tracks, traffic control
measures, reduced speed limits, and variable message signage
are in place to maintain safe traffic flow and protect work crews.
Motorists are reminded to follow all traffic directions and
posted signage while travelling through the work zone.



Balranald Shire Council is using Vaisala’s AI technology to make road and footpath
inspections faster, more efficient and more cost-effective. Using cameras and advanced
software, the system assesses sealed and unsealed roads, as well as footpaths, providing
consistent and reliable condition data without the need for lengthy manual inspections.

By collecting data using everyday Council vehicles, the technology reduces inspection
costs, labour requirements and safety risks. This allows more funding to be directed
towards maintaining and improving local roads and pathways. The improved data also
helps Council identify issues earlier, prioritise maintenance works and make better-
informed decisions about future investments.

Council is using new technology to work more efficiently, deliver better outcomes for the
community, and make the most of available resources.
 
Here are some screengrabs from Vaisala AI below:

Council continues to work hard to keep the shire’s unsealed road network safe and
serviceable; however, driving on roads that are officially closed during wet weather can
cause significant and avoidable damage. The cost of repairing these roads places
additional pressure on Council resources and reduces funding available for long-term
road improvements. Thanks to ongoing drainage and infrastructure upgrades, most
unsealed roads are now accessible again within 24–48 hours after heavy rain. By
respecting road closures and waiting for roads to dry, the community can help protect
valuable assets, save thousands of dollars in repair costs, and support better road
conditions across the shire.

Protecting Our Road Network Protecting Our Road Network 
A meSsAgE To aLl rOaD UsErS A MeSsAgE To aLl rOaD UsErS 

Smarter Road and Footpath InspectionsSmarter Road and Footpath Inspections



Another fun-filled morning was spent
with our favourite firefighters, and

everyone enjoyed playing  fun
games!

Bidgee Haven HostelBidgee Haven Hostel
News From News From 

Enjoyed a lively afternoon of dancing
and movement with visiting Allied Health

staff. The session brought smiles,
laughter and plenty of energy, providing
a wonderful opportunity  to stay active,

socialise.

We enjoyed a
wonderful

intergenerational art
activity, sharing

creativity, conversation
and connection across

generations.

Veronica was proud to show off her new
blanket. 

She loved to receive a parcel from family. 



You are invited to take part in a research study exploring people’s thoughts and experiences
related to ageing.
Understanding how people think about ageing is important for supporting wellbeing and
improving how ageing is understood within the community.
This study is being conducted by Benjamin Lee as part of a Psychology Honours project at
Charles Sturt University, under the supervision of Dr Rabiul Islam. Adults aged 18 years and over
are invited to complete an anonymous online survey, which takes approximately 20–30 minutes.
Participation is entirely voluntary, and all responses remain confidential.

Take Part Here
https://csufobjbs.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2nOLmaydlwxmZHE

If you have any questions, please contact:
Benjamin Lee
E: ben.csu.research@gmail.com

Building Work update!
Bidgee Haven

Survey InvitationSurvey Invitation
CSU Research StudyCSU Research Study

https://csufobjbs.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2nOLmaydlwxmZHE


What’s happening in
the Tourism space?

Visitor numbers at the Discovery Centre precinct was on the increase last 2 quarters of 2025 
The dip between Nov 2025 - Feb 2026 were due to weather conditions, traditionally slow
months, fuel uncertainties and slow travel across the region
Regardless of key challenges affecting travel across the region, visitation to Balranald and the
Discovery Centre precinct performed better than the previous year

Balranald Discovery Centre Visitor Numbers
compared to previous year (includes VIC, IP, Museum & Goal)

Visitor Information Centre Sales compared to the previous year

Visitor numbers at the Visitor Centre was impacted by the challenges on visitor travel
between Nov 2025-March 2026, nevertheless there was still an increase in visitor numbers
and visitor sales across the year compared to the previous year.



Masterclasses designed to help small business owners build confidence and achieve business success..
The ATO's Essentials to Strengthen Your Small Business program provides access to more than 30
short, practical courses covering key business topics, including tax, superannuation, GST, cash flow
management, and business planning.Building on the success of previous webinars, the upcoming ATO
Masterclass Series will run throughout August and September, offering valuable guidance and the
opportunity for participants to submit questions in advance.

Topics include:
Starting a small business
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Claiming small business tax deductions
eInvoicing
Cash flow for small business success
Claiming deductions for your home-based business
Super guarantee employer obligations

The program has already helped thousands of small business owners across Australia, with:
80% of attendees planning to improve how they manage their tax and super obligations after
attending a masterclass.
96% of attendees recommending the masterclasses to other small business owners.
Whether you're just starting out or looking to enhance your existing business knowledge, these
sessions provide practical information to support your business journey.

Register Today
Explore the free learning platform:
 Essentials to Strengthen Your Small Business
 https://smallbusiness.taxsuperandyou.gov.au/

Are you looking to strengthen your business skills, improve record
keeping, better manage your finances, or understand your tax
obligations? The Australian Taxation Office (ATO) is offering a series of
free online 

ATO Masterclass   
Supporting Small Businesses 
ATO Masterclass‌  
Supporting Small Businesses 

Nominate now for the   
2027 Australian of the Year Awards! 
Nominate now for the‌  
2027 Australian of the Year Awards! 

Extraordinary Australians are all around us. See them. Hear them. Nominate them.
Australian of the Year Awards celebrate the achievements and contributions of extraordinary Australians.

You can play your part by giving these Australians the recognition they deserve.

The four Award categories are:
 Australian of the Year
 Senior Australian of the Year (those aged 65 years or over)
 Young Australian of the Year (ages 16 to 30)
 Australia's Local Hero

Your nomination shows the efforts of a fellow Australian have not gone unnoticed.
Nominations for 2027 close Friday, 31 July 2026.

Nominate today at https://australianoftheyear.org.au/nominate



Many homes and businesses in Balranald are now eligible to upgrade to full fibre via nbn Fibre to the

Premises (FTTP), after network upgrades in the town were recently completed. More than 640 premises

in Balranald can now apply for an upgrade to nbn Fibre broadband.

 

Upgrading to full fibre can enable access to a faster, more reliable nbn broadband internet service,

delivering a range of benefits, including smoother, higher-resolution video calls, enhanced streaming,

faster downloads, and the ability to connect more devices simultaneously.

 

Upgrading to full fibre can unlock higher-tier plans, including multi-gigabit speed plans, which are

designed to meet the growing data needs of households, businesses, and support online learning,

working, healthcare, streaming, gaming, home smart devices and appliances.

 

In Australia, data demand and usage have grown 13% in the last year alone, with the average household

consuming 557 gigabytes per month across 22 internet-connected devices, which is a significant

increase from 40 gigabytes of monthly data use across approximately seven internet-connected

devices, on average, 10 years ago.

 

To find out more about the benefits of nbn full fibre and to check what type of nbn connection is

available to you, visit www.nbn.com.au/CheckRegional .

Come and talk with the nbn team;

 

Tuesday July 14 12 pm-2pm – Balranald Club th 

- Fibre launch event including light luncheon. 2pm-5pm – Information Drop-in

Wednesday July 15 9am-12pm – Outside Balranald news Agency, market Streetth 

 

Please Check your address at www.nbnco.com.au/checkregional

 

Andrew Cottrill  

 

Regional Development and Engagement Manager

Riverina Murray - nbn Local RDE  

M  +61 400733017 | E  andrewcottrill@nbnco.com.au  

Riverina Murray 

MAJOR NBN FIBRE UPGRADEMAJOR NBN FIBRE UPGRADE  
    MILESTONE IN BALRANALD!MILESTONE IN BALRANALD!  

MAJOR NBN FIBRE UPGRADE‌
 ‌MILESTONE IN BALRANALD! 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbn.com.au%2FCheckRegional&data=05%7C02%7Ccholmes%40balranald.nsw.gov.au%7C8e872c2058b742279fab08dee0864b72%7Caa98e9d3536742c2afbaca8b6711c70d%7C0%7C0%7C639195064586442690%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=00ltwJwC9cUEB%2Bm9JPYbymOWjd%2FEmaFmxxCCrYqa38A%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbnco.com.au%2Fcheckregional&data=05%7C02%7Ccholmes%40balranald.nsw.gov.au%7C8e872c2058b742279fab08dee0864b72%7Caa98e9d3536742c2afbaca8b6711c70d%7C0%7C0%7C639195064586469804%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IqmvzzbjCkLWOGiruBshgcDKJ6WeqtX8Eb%2B5xJeOjlw%3D&reserved=0


LIBRARY HUB
NEWS

July
School Holiday

 Programs

Building Competition
Clay Works
D&D Games

Jewllery Plants

We even had a sneeky game of
Pokemon Monopoly!







DISCLAIMER Balranald Shire Council reserves the right to edit or rewrite submissions for grammar, style and clarity or to conform to  restrictions of space. Council makes every effort to ensure
the  accuracy of this information and does not accept responsibility for errors or omissions contained within this publication. If you are aware of errors, please notify Council by email:

council@balranald.nsw.gov.au or phone 03 5020 1300.  This document is compiled some weeks prior to delivery, while all due care is made to ensure information is accurate matters are
subject to change due to time passage between print and delivery, please contact Council for most current details on a subject if concerned. 
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